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GOOD LAWYERS. 

A Good lawyer will have character, and by forecast reach results, if possible, before suit is 

brought, and if claim is sued will —  

1. He will not quarrel with a Court, but be so armed with ready proof and law as to convince 

the Court and jury of his claims. He wins who convinces.  

2. He will open up his case with care and great clearness before evidence, and know that his 

facts may not be. as clear to Court and jurors as to himself, as "All men are eloquent in 

what they know."  

3. He will be frank, just, fair, and reasonable, and win by these methods and his clear proof 

and presentation of facts and circumstances. How many lawsuits are comprehended?  

4. A good lawyer will be a gentleman, and not a loud-spoken boaster of what he can do. He 

will rather prove what he can do by doing it. Grant's victories and not his reports of them, 

made him famous.  

5. He will wire and 'phone freely, go to the scene of a failure, gather his facts at first hand, 

and he first, if possible, on the premises in replevins and attachments. Men pay best for 

superior skill in law matters.  

6. He will possess the power to please and return pleasure, as success depends "upon the 

number he can make himself agreeable to." Past nothing so pleases in business as a fitness 

and skill in one's chosen profession. These are his storehouses of fortune as a lawyer.  

7. He will be alert, well-informed, friendly and convincing in manner, and withal a sincere 

man in business, by such means attracting clients and insuring confidence. This is the 

method of Choate, Edmunds, Carter, Harrison, and used by most excellent lawyers.  

8. A good lawyer will of course be honest, keeping clients' money apart from his own, 

remitting promptly, and will be able by using his genius to serve his clients in 

emergencies; by counsel and Court work, will preserve their rights and estates as a sacred 

trust, as did Lincoln, Waite, Matthews, Porter, Seward, and Hendricks. Such lawyers and 

all leaders of the Bar have exemplified integrity in their lives as well as their practice.  

TACT IN COURT by JUDGE J. W. DONOVAN 
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(Browne v. Dunn (1893) 6 R. 67, H.L., “In general a party is required to challenge in 

cross – examination the evidence of any witness of the opposing party if he wishes to 

submit to the court that the evidence should not be accepted on that point…… if a 

party has decided not to cross examine an a particular important point, he will be in 

difficulty in submitting that the evidence should be rejected” Phipson on The Law 

of Evidence, 16th edn,  

“that evidence not challenged or impugned in cross examination can be considered 

as admitted and is provable against the accused” held in Ajith Samarakoon v. 

Attorney General 2004 (2) SLR 209  

“the evidence with regard to the age of the victim given by the victim herself and the 

JMO - who is not a qualified osteologist /anatomist or dental surgeon - could be 

acted upon as what was not challenged when one had the opportunity to challenge 

has to be taken as admitted especially so according to the facts and circumstances of 

the case.” Held in Renuka Subasinghe v. Attorney - (2007) 1 Sri LR 224,  

Odger’s Pleading, 13th ed. P. 261  

***********************************************************    

Èlalidoh yd wmsÈlalidoh yd wmsÈlalidoh yd wmsÈlalidoh yd wms    

YS% ,xldfõ idudkH újdy yd 

Èlalido kS;sh iïnkaOfhka n,mdkq 

,nkafka 1907 idudkH újdy 

,shdmÈxÑ wd{dmk; jk w;r th 

wjia:d lSmhl§ ixfYdaOkh ù we;' 

,xldfõ mqrjeishka nyq;rhlg wod< 

jkq ,nk újdy kS;sh fuhhs' miq.sh 

Èkl § kS;s i`.fhla úiska ,nd ÿka 

wdrxÑhla ksid tlS wd{dmkf;a úOdk 

iïnkaOfhka flá iudf,dapkhla 

lsÍug ud ;SrKh lf,ñ' ta wkqj 

fuu flá idlÉPdj úldYh fõ' 

fuys§ idlÉPd jk Èlalidoh 

iïnkaOfhka fhfok kS;sh idudkH 

újdy kS;sh nj i`oyka l, hq;=h'  

ud fj; uf.a ñ;=rd ,nd ÿka wdrxÑh 

jQfha Èk 03ka" Èlalido ùug leu;s 

md¾Yjhkag Èlalidohla ,nd .ekSug 

Tyqf.a kS;s ñ;=frla l%ufõohla fidhd 

f.k we;s nj;a ta i`oyd ;rula 

úYd, uqo,la .dia;= jYfhka whlrk 

nj;a l%ufhka m%;sM, we;s nj;a tys 

jrola we;s njla ;uqka fkdolakd 

nj;ah' bka miqj ta iïnkaOfhka 

uf.a woyio úuik ,È' ^fuh tlS 

l%ufõoh m%pdrKh lsÍug isÿ lrkq 

,nk m%pdrKhla fkdjk ksidfjka 
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lreKdlr l%ufõoh ms<sn`o úuiSfuka 

j,lskak&   

idudkH kS;sh hgf;a Èlalidohla 

,nd .ekSu mq̀t,a úIhla fkdfõ' ta 

wkqj Èlalidohla ,nd .; yels 

wjia:d $mokï 03 la wd{dmkf;a 19 

jk j.ka;sfha i`oyka fõ'  

1. oafõI iy.; yerhdu 

^wêlrK úiska lreKq wkqj 

wkqñ; oafõI iy.; yerhdu 

olajd fuh j¾Okh lr we;'& 

2. wkdpdrh 

3. újdyhg fmr mgka mj;akd 

,sx.sl fn,ySk;djh f,iska 

tajd ye`Èkaúh yel'  

fuhska uq,a lreKq fol ,xldfõ§ 

fmdÿfõ úYd, jYfhka Èlalidoh 

,nd .ekSu i`oyd moku imhk nj 

ksÍlaIKh lrkq ,enqfjñ' ;=kajk 

lreK m%dfhda.slj wêlrKhl§ 

ikd: lsÍu ;rula wmyiq 

ksidfjkafoda ksrka;rfhka fhfok 

njla fkdfmfka'  

by; i`oyka mokï j,ska yer" 

fjk;a lsisÿ lreKla u; Èlalidohla 

,nd §ug isú,a kvq úOdk ix.%yfha 

596 yd 597 j.ka;sh m%ldrj 

Èlalidohla ,nd §fï n,h we;s ksis 

wêlrKh jk Èid wêlrKhlg 

n,h fkdue;' wvqu ;rfï ffjjdyl 

md¾Yjhla wfkla md¾Yjh urd 

±óug lghq;= lrñka isáh;a 

Èlalidohla ,nd §ug wêlrKhg 

n,h fkdue;s nj fmkS hhs' Y%S 

,xldfõ§ lDDr;ajh u; Èlalidoh 

,nd .ekSug fkdyelsh' kuq;a 

wêlrKuh fjkaùulg th ndOdjla 

fkdfõ ^Wijesinghe v. Wijesinghe 

(1954) 57 NLR 489)' 

fujka ;;ajhla u; § ffjjdyl 

md¾Yjhka Èlalidofha§ ±ä udkisl 

mSvkhlg m;a jk nj wuq;=fjka lsj 

hq;= fkdfõ' ;ju;a YS% ,xldfõ 

nyq;rhla újdy isÿ jkafka fhdackd 

u.sks' bßod mqj;a m;a j, m,jk 

ux., ±kaùï m%udKh wkqj th 

meyeÈ,s jk w;r fï jkúg 

wka;¾cd,h wdY%fhkao tlS lghq;= 

isÿ fõ' lmq uy;=kaf.a fiajho ;ju;a 

hï ;rulska ,nd .kS' óg wu;rj 

fm%au iïnkaO;d wkqj isÿjk 

újdyhka o fõ' fï l=ukdldrfhka 

isÿjqj;a fkd.e,fmk fofofkla tla 

ù ld,h .; lsÍug fkdyels ùfï 

wjika m%;sM,h jkafka tla ùu wjika 

lsÍug fomd¾Yjh fm<öuhs' kuq;a 

m%Yakh jkafka tlafjkjd jeks 

myiqfjka yd leue;af;ka fjka ùu 

isÿ lsÍug fkdyels ùuhs'  

fuys§ i`oyka l,hq;= fohla ;sfí' 

wfma idudkH újdy kS;sh bx.%SiSka 

úiska ,nd ÿka kS;shhs' th y`ÿkajd 

§ug fmr ;snqfka idudkH pdß;%dkql+, 

kS;shls' th kS;shlg jvd Í;shla 

ke;akï pdß;% fldgila f,iska 
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y`ÿkajd Èh yels w;r tys fYaIhka 

;ju;a Wvrg kS;sfha§ olakg ,efí' 

ta wkqj fkd.e,fmk yd tlaj Ôj;a 

ùug fkdyels uÜgfï fofofkl=g 

fjkaùu wmyiq lreKla fkdfõ' fuh 

bx.%SiSka wYsIag f,iska y`ÿkajk ,È' 

wmg ±kg mj;akd Èlalido kS;sh 

y`ÿkajd ÿka tx.,ka;fha Èlalido 

kS;sh Matrimonial Causes Act 1937 

wkqj fjkia lrkq ,en we;' ta i`oyd 

uQ,sl jYfhkau mqfrda.dój lghq;= 

lrkq ,enQfõ A. P. Herbert úisks' Tyq 

úiska 1934 § m, lrkq ,enQ Holy 

Deadlock kï .%ka:h tf;la mj;akd 

Èlalido kS;sh úfõpkh lrkq ,enQ 

w;r tys wjika m%;sM,h jQfha by; 

i`oyka mk; u.ska mj;akd kS;sh 

fjkia lrkq ,eîuhs' bx.%SiSka újdyh 

y`ÿkajkafka Holy Wedlock f,isks 

^Perera v. Mathupali  (1968) 71 NLR 

461 n,kak&' kuq;a wjdikdjlg 

;ju;a ,xldfõ mj;akd kS;sh jkafka 

tlS mk;g fmr mj;akd kS;shhs' ta 

iïnkaOfhka fyd`ou ksoiqkla jkafka 

Tennekoon v. Somawathie Perera Alias 

Tennekoon (1986) 1 Sri LR 90 kvqjhs'  

fuys mj;akd wys;lrNdjh jkafka 

Èlalidoh ,nd .ekSfï wmyiqj 

fkdfõ' ta u.ska wmf.a jD;a;shg jk 

ydkshhs' Èlalido kvqjla mjrd 

mj;ajdf.k hk wdldrh 

iïnkaOfhka isú,a kvq úOdk 

ix.%yfha m%;smdok i,iajd ;sfí' ta 

wkqj Èlalidoh i`oyd o wksl=;a isú,a 

kvqjl§ fukau W;a;rjdo wkqj 

lghq;= l< hq;= fõ' kuq;a j¾;udkfha 

§ kS;sfha mj;akd ±ä ;;ajh 

ksidfjkau fomd¾Yjh tlaj kvq 

lshk wdldrh olakg ,efí' 

WodyrKhla f,ig oafõI iy.; 

yerhdu wkqj meñKs,af,ka b,a,Sula 

l< úg§ wfkla md¾Yjh th ms,s.kS' 

tlaflda W;a;r fkdne`o isà' ta i`oyd 

Wmfoia ,nd §ug isÿ jkafka 

kS;S{jrhdghs' md¾Yjhkayg 

Èlalidoh ,nd .ekSug wmyiq 

ksidfjks tfia lsÍug isÿ jkafka'  

fï wdldrhg Wmfoia ,nd §fï§ 

meyeÈ,sju kS;S{jrhd wêlrKhg 

wi;H m%ldY lrkq ,nk w;ru Tyq 

úiska wêlrKh fkdu. heùuo isÿ 

lrhs' th meyeÈ,sju kS;S{jrekaf.a 

jD;a;Sh wdpdr O¾uj,g mgyeks 

w;r fï jkúg tjka fohla we;ao 

hkak;a Èlalido kvqlrhl§ wu;l 

jk ;;ajhg m;aj we;s nj 

ksÍlaIKh úh'  

kS;S{jrhd fufia lroa§ kvqfõ 

md¾Yjhka kvq lshkafka iu;jhs' 

tho ms<s.;a uQ,O¾uhg mgyeks fõ' 

ta ;=,skau md¾Yjhka wêlrKhg 

wi;H m%ldY lrk w;ru wêlrKh 

fkdu. hjkq ,nhs' thska Tjqka 

wêlrKhg wmydi lrkjd muKla 

fkdj o`vqjï ,eìh hq;= jrolao lrkq 
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,nhs' fÄodka;h jkafka fï 

wdldrfhka yeisÍug Tjqkag Wmfoia 

§ug isÿ jkafka kS;S{jrekag ùuhs'  

we;af;kau fujka úgl§ wêlrKh 

fkdu. hjkjd yer fjk;a l< yels 

fohla fkdue;s ;;ajhg kS;S{hd 

m;ajk w;r wêlrKfha 

úksiqrejrekao ud is;kafka bÈßm;ajk 

lreKq wkqj th okakd njhs' ta wkqj 

n,k úg ;;ajh idOdrKh lsÍfï 

yelshdjlao mj;skafka wi;Hhla 

lsõj;a thska md¾Yjhkag mdvqjla 

fkdù jdishla isÿjk ksidfjks' flfia 

fj;;a tys§ jD;a;Sh wdpdr O¾u;a" 

yDo idlaIsh;a" hqla;sh;a hk ish`t 

lreKq w;r .eàula we;s jk nj 

ksÍlaIKh úh' kuq;a kvq lshkjd 

yer lsÍug fohla ke;' ulaksidoh;a 

tfia fkdlr Èlalidohla ,nd 

.ekSugo fkdyels ksidfjks ^Saman 

Kumara vs. Republic of Sri Lanka 

(2009) 1 SLR 18 n,kak&' fuksid 

fhdackd l< yelafla fï jk úg 

md¾,sfïka;=fõ kS;S{jrekao iEfyk 

m%udKhla uyck ksfhdað;hska f,iska 

lghq;= lrk ksidfjka Tjqkaa .ek 

flfia fj;;a jD;a;sfha fhfok 

jD;a;Sh i`.hka .ek is;dj;a mj;akd 

Èlalido kS;s rgg yd ld,hg 

.e,fmk wdldrhg nqoaêu;=kaf.a" 

iudc ls%hdldÍkaf.a yd uyckhdf.a 

woyiao ie,ls,a,g f.k fjkia 

lsÍug lghq;= lrkafka kï hym;a 

jk njhs' 

fï lreKq;a fuys i`oyka fkdl< 

wksl=;a lreKq;a wkqj ne,Sfï§ 

meysÈ,s jkafka uf.a ñ;=rdg Tyqf.a 

ñ;=rd úiska lshkq ,enQ l:dkaorfha 

hï meje;aula mj;sk njhs' kuq;a th 

wms úiska o wkqu; fldg wkq.ukh 

l< hq;= hehs ud fkdlshñ' ula 

ksidoh;a th jD;a;Sh wdpdr O¾u 

j,g;a jvd yDo idlaIshg tfrysj isÿ 

lrkakla ksidfjks' th kS;S{jrfhla 

f,iska fYa%IaGdêlrKfha§ wjxlj 

lghq;= lrk njg ,nd ÿka m%;s{dj 

lvd ±óuls'  

*************************************  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You wish the Court to hear and 

listen to you? Then speak with 

point; be brief, be close, be true, 

cite well your cases; let them be 

in point; Not learned, rubbish 

dark, and out of joint, And be 

your reasoning clear, and 

closely made Free from false 

taste, verbiage and parade. 
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