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 Hike in old age pension

Govt non-serious; 
committee yet to 
be constituted
Jammu, June 30:  The 
state government has 
failed to meet the assur-
ance of increasing the 
monthly pension of old 
aged, widows and disabled 
persons given on the floor 
of the house during last 
budget session. 

Sharing the concern of 
the members that needy 
people are getting meager 
pension in the present time 
of high inflation, the Min-
ster for Higher Education, 
Muhammad Akbar Lone, 
on the behalf of Minster for 
Social Welfare, Sakina Itoo, 
had assured the Legisla-
tive Assembly (LA) that 
a departmental commit-
tee would be constituted 

to explore feasibility for 
enhancing financial assis-
tance to old-aged, widows 
and disabled persons and 
report would be submitted 
in the next session.

The government 
assurance had come 
after CPI-M legislator 
M Y Targami decided 
to press the private 
member resolution 
seeking increase in the 
financial assistance to 
the widows, old-aged 
people and other per-
sons. 

Talking to Greater Kash-
mir, Minister for Social 
Welfare claimed that a 
departmental committee 
constituted earlier has 

already examined the finan-
cial implications for enhanc-
ing pensions. 

However, she said 
that the state govern-
ment doesn’t have funds 
to enhance the pensions 
immediately. 

“Main component of 
various types of pensions 
disbursed through social 
welfare department is 
given by Government of 
India (GOI). We took the 
issue with the Centre to 
enhance the funds several 
times but they did not 
give any response,” she 
claimed and added that 
the state government will 
submit a revised proposal 
shortly.

Family stages demos
Srinagar, June 30: Family 
members and relatives of 
Babli Jan (25) who died in 
mysterious circumstances 
Monday staged protest dem-
onstration at Press Enclave 
here, demanding impartial 
probe into the matter.

Babli died under myste-
rious circumstances in Lar 
area of central Kashmir’s 
Ganderbal district on June 
24 and her death triggered 
protests by her family and 
relatives who alleged that she 
was murdered by her in-laws.

Protestors raised slogans 
and demanded impartial 
and speedy probe. 

344 appear in 
JKYF entrance 
test 
Srinagar, June 30: More 
than 340 candidates on 
Sunday appeared for the 12th 
Jammu and Kashmir Yateem 
Foundation entrance exami-
nation held here.  

A press handout issued 
here reads that 344 candi-
dates appeared in the exami-
nation including 134 females 
from 10 districts of Kashmir 
province.

“J&K Yateem Founda-
tion in collaboration with 
Boys HSS Jawahar Nagar 
had made adequate arrange-
ments for the smooth con-
duct of the entrance exami-
nation,” it states. 

 Bashir Ahmad Bhat, 
JKYF District Representa-
tive Pulwama, monitored 
the proceedings. 

The press handout of JK 
Yateem  Foundation states 
that 560 scholarships have 
been awarded  from 2002 to 
March 2012.

 280 students have com-
pleted their studies while 
remaining are being facili-
tated as per norms regularly.

 An amount of Rs 15, 82,000 
have been spent by the end 
of March 2014 under this pro-
gramme, it further says.

3 weeks on, Newa residents await 
power transformer
Pulwama, June 30: Inhabitants of Newa town of south Kash-
mir today slammed the local Power Development Department 
(PDD) authorities for failing to replace a defunct transformer 
installed in the locality, for last three weeks.

A group of residents of Astan Mohalla Newa said the 
authorities are dilly dallying installation of the transformer 
which had been taken for repairs after it developed some 
technical snag. 

"More than three weeks have lapsed since the power trans-
former installed in our village developed some technical 
snag, it was taken by the authorities for repairs but have 
since failed to replace the transformer and we are forced to 
live in pitch darkness", said the locals.

The residents threatened to stage a sit-in on Natipora-
Pulwama road if the transformer was not replaced at the 
earliest. "We will be left with no other option as the authori-
ties have turned a deaf ear towards our problems", they said.

They appealed the higher authorities in the department 
and the government to intervene in the issue. "We regularly 
pay our electricity bills and despite that the government 
has failed to ensure supply of power to our area", they said.

Executive Engineer PDD Pulwama said: "The issue was 
brought into my notice and we will make sure power supply 
is restored in the area within a couple of days." 

Prof Devy, Koul call on Governor
Srinagar, June 30: The People’s Linguistic Survey (PLSI) 
Chairperson, Prof. G N Devy and National Editorial Collec-
tive, PLSI member, Dr. Omkar N Koul called on Governor N 
N Vohra here at the Raj Bhavan today.

Prof Devy and Dr Koul presented the first copy of “The Lan-
guages of Jammu and Kashmir” to the Governor. Prof. Devy 
is the Chief Editor of this volume and Dr Koul is the Editor. 
This important book, based on enormous research, is part 
of a 50 volume series titled “The People’s Linguistic Survey 
of India”. This volume, focusing entirely on the languages of 
Jammu and Kashmir, is the result of the outstanding initiative 
of Bhasha Research Centre, Baroda, and is based on the survey 
and researches on all living languages of India.

The Governor congratulated Prof. Devy and Dr. Koul for 
the monumental work done by them and the Bhasha Research 
Centre and hoped that this volume on the languages of J&K 
would be acquired and closely studied by all the educational 
institutions in the State.

TWA appeals Chief Minister
Srinagar, June 30: All Jammu and Kashmir Transporters 
Welfare Association (TWA) has appealed to Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah to direct concerned officials to not allow paid 
parking here to turn into commercial bus stands.

“Some of the SDA paid parking lots are used for pick and 
drop of the passengers by commercial vehicles. The act is 
harmful to our livelihood and also adversely affects the 
common public to get their cars parked at these places as 
they remain jam packed,” reads a TWA handout.

The Association has appealed CM to personally intervene 
into the matter and direct concerned official to disallow the 
process.
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