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ARABIAN NIGHTS
ENTERTAINMENTS.

THE STORY OF NOUREDDIN AND THE FAIR
PERSIAN.

INCHI, King of Balfora, held that crown
as tributary to the Caliplrs-of Arabia. The
vaffalage was fo complete, that the latter confi-
dered the Sovereigns of Balfora as accountable to
. them for every minute regulation in their go-
vernment ; they were frequently reprimanded,
-and fometimes dethroned, when their condu&t

- did not pleafe the commander pf the faithful.
Vo, 1IL B The



2 ARABIAN NIGHTS

The appearance of regal dignity was kept up,
notwithftanding the power was fo limited: and
Zinchi, being of an indolent difpofition, divided °
the office of Grand Vizier between his two fa-
vourites, Khacan, and Saouy, both men of good
abilities, but of very oppofite charalters. Kha-
can was open, generous, affable, fond of oblig-
ing, and asa magiftrate ftri¢tly impartial : he was
univerfally refpected and beloved.  Saouy was
the reverfe of his colleague: fullen, morofe,
haughty, infatiably covetous, though immenfely
rich, venal, and tyrannical; he was of courfe ‘
generally detefted ; and if. any thing could add
to the popular averfion, it was his declared en-
mity to Khacan, the favourite of the people.

Such were the minifters of the indolent Zin-
chi, who, relying on their talents, left to them
the care of his government, and refigned himfelf
to the gratification of his appetites.

. One day the King was difcourfing with his
Viziers and great men about women. Some
' were
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were of opinion, thatif a woman had great
beauty and accomplithments, it was as much as
a man need defire. Saouy was an advocate for
this do&trine; but Khacan fupported very con-
trary ideas, and defcribed fo feelingly that love
which is founded on efteem, that the King de-
clared himfelf of his opinion: and as Khacan,
in the courfe of his argument, had fuppofed a
woman might unite the more valuable qualities
of the heart with perfonal beauty and exterior
graces, the King ordered ten thoufand pieces of
gold to be paid him, and dire&ted him to ufe all
diligence in purchafing fuch a woman as he had
defcnbed.

When the Viziers withdrew from the royal
prefence, they were both diffatisfied. ~Saouy
was tormented at the diftin&ion with which
the King had honoured his rival. Khacan was
exceedingly grieved at receiving a commiffion,
which he apprehended would involve him in
many difficulties. He immediately ordered all
thofe perfons who dealt in flaves to give him no-

. Ba » tice
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tice when any one of fuperior beauty and merit
fell in their way. For a long time his enqui-
ries were in vain, at laft a:Perfian merchant
produced a flave whofe beauty and accompldh~
ments were in the higheft pcrfeé’uon

- *The Vizier paid the price demanded for her

by the merchant, though it exceeded the fum

depofited in his hands by the King. When he

was about to conduét her to the palace, the mer-
chant advifed him to take her home, and let

her repofe for a few days after her long jour-

ney, before he introduced her to his Sovereign ;

affuring him ‘that both her beauty and fprightly

turn would appear to greater advantage when fhe

had recovered her fatigue. Khacan approved of
this advice, and accordingly placed her in the

care of his wife, and at the fame time acquainted |
the lovely Selima (which was her name) with

the honour that awaited her.

“The Vizier had an only fon, named Nou.

reddin ; aforward youth of good parts, and hand-
' fome
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fome perfon ; of whom his mother was fo fond,
that fhe ftill continued to allow him the liberty
of the women’s apartments, though the time of
fhutting him out was feveral years paft. Nou-
reddin no fooner {aw the beautiful Selima than
he became a captive to her charms. Though he
knew his father had purchafed her for the King,
yet he refolved to run all-hazards rather than
not fecure her to herfelf, nor did the fair Perfian
fee Noureddin with indifference. 'Whatever
honour or fplendour fhe might hope-from being
the King’s miftrefs, fhe would gladly have re-
" nounced them to pafs her life with the fon of
the Vizier.

Selima having repofed for feveral days, the
minifter directed a coftly bath to be prepared for
her, intending to prefent her next day to his
mafter. As thefe baths were feldom prepared,
the Vizier’s lady ordered her flaves to getbathing
cloathes ready for her, intending to enjoy the
bath herfelf when Selima had left it. All thefe
particulars Noureddin learnt from 2 flave whom

; © B3 " he
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he had corrapted. Reduced to defpa’r, he re-
folved to attempt an adventure the moft audacious
that could be imagined. Heg concealed himfelf
in the women’s apartments till Selima returned
to her chamber, and his mother went to the bath,
He then vifited the fair Perfian ; and having dif-
miffed her attendants, boldly told her, that his
father had altered his intention, and inftead of
prefenting her to the King, had given her to him,
The lovely flave wifhed this to be true, and was
not therefore difpofed to doubt it.

Khacan was equally enraged and diftreffed
when he heard of the violation his fon had com-
mitted. Befides being difappointed in prefenting
. fo beautiful a flave to his mafter, he was terri-
fied left his enemy, Saouy, ‘hould come to a
knowledge of an affair, by which he might effect
his defirudtion. He ordered the merchants to
renew their fearch, declaring that the fair Per-
fian by no means anfwered his expe&tation: he
frequently complained to the King of the many
difficulties he found in executing his commif-

fion;
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fion; in fhort, he managed the bufinefs with fo
much addrefs, that Zinchi igfcnﬁbly forgot it;
and though Saouy got fome imperfect informa-
tion of the tranfaction, yet. Khacan was fo much
in the King’s favour, that he was afraid to fpeak
of it. ’

It was along time before the Vizier would
fuffer his fon to appear in his prefence; but tire,
which fubdues all things, at length foftened his
anger ; and as the virtues of Selima engaged his
efteem, he refolved to give her to Noureddin, if
he would promife not to look upon her as aflave,
but as'a wife. He ftipulated alfo with the young
man, that he would never be divorced from her,
much lefs fell her. With thefe conditions Nou-
reddin joyfully complied; and the peace of the
Vizier’s houfehold was reftored.

Very foon after thefe events, Khacan was
feizod with a dangerous illnefs, which foon put.
an end to his life. - When he was on his death«
bed, he renewed bis injunétions to his fon, never

B4 .t
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to part with the fair Perfian. Noureddin did
not hefitate to vow the moft dutiful obedi-
ence.

- For a time.Noureddin lamented his father
very fincerely; but the gaiety of youth foon re-
curred : and when he found himfelf poflefled of
immenfe riches; he refolved to make himfelf
amends for the reftraint he had been under, by

- gratifying every wifh of his heart. He gave the
mofl magnificent and luxurious entertainments ;
and drew about him a fociety of gay companions,
among whom he diffipated his fortune with an
incredible ‘profufion..- Thefe parafites perpetu~
ally furrounded him. In vain the fair Selima,
(whom he continued to love with undiminifhed -
ardour) gently remonftrated with him on his too
abundant generofity ; in vain his careful Tteward
hinted to him, that fuch excefs would foon
empty a royal treafury.  He continued his ex-
travagant mode of living; and lavifhed away
Yarge fums in prefents to his companions.

Nothing
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Nothing contributed fo much to theamin of
Noureddin’s fortune as hisunwillingnefs to look
into his accounts. Whenever his fteward came
to lay before him a ftate of his difburfements,
he always put him afide with a jeft, or drove
him away with anger..

One morning while he was furrounded by the
tribe of greedy fycophants who generally befet

- him, his fteward prefented himfelf before him,

and requefted permiffion to f{peak with him
alone. The air and manner of the fteward when
he made this requeft, indicated fomething un-
ufual and difagreeable. Noureddin withdrew.
with him : and one of the company, more curious
than the reft, followed them out,. and fo placed
himfelf, that he could hear all that paﬂ'cd be-
tween them, unobferved..

The fteward began with lamenting that he
had fo often in .vain remonftrated wijth him.
Noureddin endeavoured to filence him, but he

would be heard. ¢ The time is now come,’
: faid
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faid he, ¢ that you mutft liften to me. Of all that
mafs of wealth which came’into your poffeffion
a year ago, the few piecesin my hand are the
whole remainder; your entertainments there-
fore muft be at an end, or you muft provide me
with a frefh fupply.” Noureddin, who had been
overwhelmed by the firft part of this converfa-

- tion, began to revive at this latter hint. ¢ You
fhall not long want that fupply,” faid he: <1
have many friends at this time in my houfe,
who will rejoice to fatisfy my occafions.’

This liftener having heard thus much, with-
drew ; and returning tohis companions, repeated
what had paffed. He had fcarce made an end of
his account when Noureddin entered the room

. elfo.

Noureddin appeared with an affeGted air of -
pleafantry, which ill concealed the anguith of
* his mind. He was confidering whether it would
be better to declare his necefiities to his friends
now they were together, or apply to them

feparately ;
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feparately ; when one, whom he had ever moft
diftinguifhed, rofe up; and making a flight apo-
logy, withdrew.

Noureddin, without well knowing why, was
much affeted at this. The perfon who went away
was his favourite companion, had been enriched
by his bounty, and was always one of the laft
who left him. While his mind teemed with
thefe uneafy refleCtions, another, the moft fer-
vile and cringing of the fet, in a pert and care-
lefs manner, bad him good morning. The
others foon followed ; and in a very fhort time
he was left by himfelf.

The young man pafed the reft of the day in
melancholy refleCtions on his imprudence. He
determined at length to borrow a certain fum
from each of his compznions, with which he
would go to fome other city, and commence
merchant. As there was not one among them

who had not received tenfold more from his
‘ bounty th:m he meant to afk, he would not
fuffer
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fuffer the idea of a refufal to difturb him.
Having thus fettled a plan for his future con-
du&, his mind became more calm; and he
withdrew to Selima’s apartment, to whom he
related his fituation and intention.

The day following he fet out to vifit his dear
- and devoted friends; but was fo unfortunate as
not to find any of them at home. . One, indeed,
convinced him he was not abroad ; for he heard
bim dire& his flave to fay he was from. home,
adding, ¢ whenever that extravagant fellow
comes here, give him the fame anfwer.”

Noureddin was equally enraged and afhamed.
He was giving way to defpair, when the fair
Perfian advifed him to difmifs his-houfehold, fell
his flaves and furniture, and try if he could not
raife money enough from them to carry his plan
into execution. Noureddin embraced this pru-
dent council: but even in this commendable
fcheme he was difappointed. Being obliged to
fell, his goods did not fetch half their value;

and
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=nd a fit of ficknefs, the confequence of his vex-
=|tion, and former irregularities, held him fo
Jong, that, on his recovery, he found the whole
produce of the fale was expended.

‘In this extremity of diftrefs, he once more
had recourfe to the advice of his beloved Selimaz
who, feeing no other means of relief within his
reach, -reminded him how much money his fa~
ther had paid for her. ¢Iam your flave,” faid
fhe ; ¢ you have a right to difpofe of me; and
how-much-foever I fhall fuffer from fuch an
event, I advife you to fell me: and I heartily
wifh you may not lofe much of the fum your
father gave for me.’

Noureddin could not hear this advice without
feeling the keeneft anguith. Not only his love
for the fair Perfian revolted at fuch an idea, but
the remembrance of his promife to his father,
never to part with her, rofe in his mind, and
made him think of fuch a meafure with addi-
tional regret.  But invincible . neceflity muft be

fubmitted
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fubmitted to. He led her, with inexpreflible
relu&tance, to the market where women {laves
are expofed to fale, and applied to a crier, named

Hagi Haffan, to fell her.

The crier immediately knew the fair Perfian
was the fame flave that Khacan had bought at fo
very high a price. He went diretly among
the merchants, where he exclaimed, with great
gaiety, ¢ My malfters, every thing that is round
is not a nut; every thing that is long isnot a
fig ; all that’s red is not flefh : and all eggs are
not freth. You have feen and bought, no~
doubt, many {laves in your time; but you ne-
‘ver faw one comparable to her I have now to
fell. Follow me, and fee her ; and then name
the price I ought to cry her at.

The merchants were fuprized when they faw
her; and all agreed, that Hagi Haffan ought
not to begin with a lefs fum than four thoufand
pieces of gold. He began to cry her accordingly
at that price; when the' Vizier Saouy chanced

te
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to enier the market, and hearing fo large a fum
afked for a female flave, demanded to fee her.

It was a'privilege the merchants of Balfora
enjoyed, that no perfon fhould fee a flave;, till
they had offered the moft they chofe to give.
After which any perfon’ might fee her; and if
the {tranger offered more money than the higheft
bidder among the merchants, he was declared
the purchafer.

But Saouy regarded no man’s privilege. He
demanded to fee the fair flave immediately ; and
finding her more beautiful than he had ima-
* gined, he looked fternly on the merchants, and

faid, ¢ I will give the fum you afk for thisflave !’

no one durft bid more than the overbearing Vie

zier. The merchants were obliged to fubmit to

this arrogant interference ; and Saouy, caufing

the fair Perfian to be locked up, wiited at the

door, and direGted Hagi Haffan to go immedi~
~ately, and find the feller.

Noureddin
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and dirty as he was, and befought juftice ; omr be=
ing ordered to fay en what account, he remirided
the King of the commiffion he had formerly
given to Khacan. ¢ I faw by accident to-day,’
continued he, *a moft beautiful flave, which
the profligate Noureddin was about to fell. I
had no doubt but fhe was the flave Khacan had
bought for your Majefty; and would have re-
elaimed her for you : it was for this attempt that
Noureddin has treated me thus cruelly.’

The King became greatly enraged at this ac-
count. He ordered his officers to feize Noured-
din and his flave, and to level his houfe with the
ground. One of the royal attendants, who heard
the King’s order, had been appointed to his of-
fice by the Vizier Khacan. Fullof gratitude to the
memary of his benefaétor, he ranto Noureddin’s
houfe, and putting a purfe of gold in his hand,
4=d him briefly what had happened, and charged
hinv tp fly with fpeed; as, if he was taken, -
the King was too much enraged tohear him, and
would ceriainlypus him todedth, . -

o : Noureddin
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- Noureddin and Selima haftened towards the
river, where they found a veffel on the point of
failing ; they embarked without enquiting whi-
ther fhe was bound ; and after afhort and plea-
fant voyage, arrived fafely at Bagdad.

‘When they landed, it was evening ; and hav-
ing no baggage to take care of, thecy rambled a
confiderable time about the gardens that bor-
dered on the Tigris. They came at length to a
porch, on each fide of which ftood a neat fopha:
and as they were tired with their walk, they fat
down on thefe fophas, and after talking together
for fome time, they infenfibly fell afleep.

“The porch was the entrance to a garden, be-
longing to the Caliph, in which ‘was a beautifub
pavilion of pictures. The charge of this gar-
den and pavilion was committed to an ancient .
officer, called Scheich Ibrahim, with pofitive
orders to admit no perfon into it, nor even to fiv
on the fophas t1at flood in the porch.

Ca Scheicl:
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Scheich Ibrahim was abfent in the city on
bufinefyy, On his return, when he found two
people fleeping on the fophas, he was fo enraged,
that he was going to chaffife them ; but feeing:
by the little daylight that remained, that they
were both handfome, and appeared. above the
rank of the vulgar, he refolved to awaken them,
and hear their apology. The Scheich had much
good nature, and more vanity. Finding from
Noureddin’s excufe that they were ftrangers of
condition, and took him for the owner of the
garden, he refolved to humour the miftake; he
afked them to walk in, and repofe themfelves in.
a place more fuitable,

They accepted his invitation, and he con-
du&ed them into the garden, and fhewed them
the pavilion ; the hall of which was adorned with
fourfcore windows, and in every window was a
branched candleftick, containing a confiderable:
number of wax lights ; the pavilion was in every
other refpeé truly magnificent,

s Scheich

Sy

LT
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Scheich Ibrahim was exceedingly taken with
his guefts: they foon became familiar with'
each other: and finding how much they were
delighted with the hall, he determined that they
fhould fup there. ¢ I came here,’ faid he, ¢ to
pafs the evenlng alone, and therefore have no
flave to attend you, but if you will give me leave
to wait on you, I will fupply all your wants.’

‘When they had fupped, Nowreddin dropped
a hint that fome wine would not be unaccepi-
able: at which Ibrahim ftarted, and faid, ¢ Hea-
ven defend me from keeping wine in my houfe,
or going to a place where itisfold! fuch a man
as I am, who have been four times in pilgrimage
to Mecca, muft have renounced wine for ever.’

¢ Notwithftanding this,” replied Noureddin,

I will not be deprived of my wines; be fo con-
defcending as to go to the door of a wine-houfe,
and fend in a porter for fome, which he may
bring here ; and that you may have the lefs
{ocuple, it thall oot be bought with your money
C3 - He
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He then put a couple of pieces of gold into the
Schiech’s hands, who, laughing in his turn, con-
gratulated his gueft on his invention : ¢ without
- which,’ faid he, ¢ I fhould never have found out
a way of providing you with wine, and preferv-
iag my confcience inviolate.”

While Ibrahim was gong, it occurred to Nou-
reddin that all this averfion to wine was but hy-
pocrify, and that his hoft would drink his cup as
heartily as he could. To try this, he inftru&ed
Selma how to a&; and when the wine came, -
he filled three cups, and offered one to Ibrahim.
The old man ftarted back, as if with horror ; on
which Noureddin drank the cup; and the fair
Perfian prefented the Schiech with a flice of
apple, which he received with great pleafure,

As they converfed, Noureddin pretended to
fall afleep.  Selima feemed to think he was fo,
and prefenting a cup of wine to the old man, the
faid, ¢ drink this to my health, and keep me com-
" pany while that drowfy fot fleeps.’ Ibrahim for

. a lide



ENTERTAINMENTS, - 23

a tittle time refifted ; but. overcome with her
beauty, he complied. Soon after he dranka
{econd cup, with very little oppofition. He re-
ceived a third from Selima without a murmur;”
and the fourth, he helped himfelfto. Nou

- reddin feeing this, burft out a laughing, faying,
¢ Hah { Ibrahim, yourarccaught ; is this the wag
in which you abftain from wine?’ Ibrahim
warmed with what he had drank, and loving
wine, threw. afide his referve, joined in the
laugh, and fat down very cordlally with his
guefls to finith the bottle.

. ‘While Noureddin and his hoft were conver{-
ing together, Selima obferving the candles in the
branches, and feeing the room looked gloomy,
defired Ibrahim to light them. As he wasin
carneft difcourfe with Noureddin, he faid to her
jocularly; ¢ Lady, you are much the youngeft;
light a few of them yourfelf !’ Selima immedi-
ately light up everycandle; at the fanie time
opening the fhutters of the windows.

Cx  When
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When the pavilion of pictures was thus illu=
minated, it made a very fplendid appearance..
As the Caliph was retiring to bed, it chanced he
* opened his cafement, and feeing the illumina-
tion, he-enquired of Giafar thecaufe, in a man-
ner fufficiently expreflive of his difpleafure. The
Vizier had a -particular friendfhip for Schiech
Ibrahim. To fhield him from the anger of the
Caliph, Giafar invented a tale that the Scheich
had applied to him for leave to celebrate a re-
ligious ceremony in the pavilion, in company
- with the minifters of his Mofque. The Vizier
to excufe his friend, faid fo much apon the fub- -
je&, that he excited the curiofity of the Caliph:
who, inftead of going to reft, ordered the dif-
guifes to be brought, in which he and Giafar
ufed to go about the city, and made him and
Mefrour, with the other{laves about him, go with _
him to the pavilion.

Giafar knew there was not a fyllable of truth
in what he had told his mafter. He would wil-
- lingly therefore have diverted the Caliph from

. - M 3
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his parpofe: but in vain, the Prince would go;
and the Vizier, trembling for the confequencesy
wasoblnged to attend him.

On - their arrival, they found the door of she
~ hall partly open; and the Caliph approaching,
was furprifed to fee a young man and woman of
fuch extraordinary beauty. He was alfo much
difpleafed to fee Ibrahim, whom he had always
confidered as a grave fteady man, now drinking
wine, and caroufing to excefs. ¢ Are thefe,’ faid
he, to the Vizier, ¢ the minifters of the Mofqnc
you told me of ?’

At this inftant, Selima took up a lute, and be-
- gan to tune it. The Caliph was exceedingly
fond of this-inftrument: He again drew near the
door, when the fair Perfian played on it fo ad-
mirably, asquite delighted him. Retuming to
the Vizier, he faid, ¢ I will forgive you all, if
you will contrive to introduce me to this com=
pany, without difcovering who I am.’

There
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There was in the gardens a fine canal which
gbounded with the choiceft fith. The bold and
needy fithermen of the town would often fcale the -
walls, though strily prohibited, to obtain fome
of them. It occurred to the Vizier, that possibly
he might meet with one of thefepilferers. Having
hinted this to the Caliph, he sat out with Mes-
rour, and fortunately found one stripped in his
shirt, and busily employed in disengaging some
fine fish from the net which he had just drawn
on shore. At the sight of the Caliph’sattendants,
away ran the fisherman ; leaving the fish, nets,,
and clothes bchind him. - Giafar seized the
latter, and, taking with him a few of the finest
fish, he persuaded the Caliph to assume the ap-
pearance of a fisherman, and present himself as
such to Ibrahim and his companions. ’

The Caliph agreed to the proposal ; but, lest
he should be exposed to any insult in his own
garden, he sent away an attendant for his impe-
rial robes. He then dressed himself as a fisher-
aman, and entering the room where Ibrahim and

B his
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is guests were, he offered to sell them his fishe
‘The Scheich was now drunk. He would have
driven away the supposed fisherman : but Selima
interposed, and expressed a desire to have thefish,
if they could be drefled immediately, ¢ My
Princess,’ replied the old man, ¢ Thavea kitchen
below, where this fellow may dress them if he
pleases.’—¢ I desire no better,” replied the Ca-
liph, ¢and will ask nothing for them, if you
will let me me join your company.’

This being agreed to, the Caliph, who took
wpon himself the name of Kerim, withdrew,
and ordered the ‘slaves who attended him to
dress the fish ; which being done, he served them
up himself, and sat down with the company.
They all commended the fish; and Noureddin,
being no less drunk than his hest, took out his
purse of gold, and threw it at the supposed fish-
erman as a reward: nor was this all, for when
Selima had sung another song, with which Ke-
rim expressed himself highly delighted, Nou-
reddin told him he was honest fellow, and as he

liked
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Jiked the flave, the was at his fervice ; he would
yake him a prefent of her. Having faid this,
he arofe, and was about to take up his robe and

-depart.

L7 O,

_ Selima in vain entreated her unworthy mafter
to recal his rath gift. - He reproached her as the F
‘caufe of all his misfortunes. The Caliph was
aftonifhed at what had paffed; and while the
" fair Perfian retired to a fopha to vent her grief,
he requefted Noureddin to relate his ftory.

The young man complied; and the Caliph
found from his narrative, . that though his new
acquaintance had been led afide by youthful in-
difcretion, which deserved corre&ion, yet King ~
Zinchi, and his Vizier Saouy, had been guilty of
copprefion and injuftice. He confidered that the
folly of Noureddin had brought fevere diftrefs
wupon him: while the King of Balfora, influ-
enced by his minifter, had abufed the autho-
ity delegated from him, with impunity.

-

i He -
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e determined therefore to punith their in-
' juftice, by the very man who had been the
vi&im of it. He wrote an order to Zinchi to
abdicate his throne, and place Noureddin on it..
He added alfo a fet form of words in the margin-
of the letter, which denoted his infifting on.
" pun&ual and immediate obedience. This he:
put into Noureddin’s hands, and advifed him to-
. zeturn with it to Balfora...¢I am not unknown,”’
" frid he, ¢ to Zinchi; we were fchool-fellows ;.
though this letter is'given you by a perfon fo
obfcure, yet, depend upon it, when the King
recéives it, he will do you juftice.?

An air of authority, which broke forth while-
the Caliph faid this, had great influence with.
Noureddin; and, as his fituation was defperate,
he ventured'on a defperate undertaking: He
xofe up, and without taking leave of Selima,.
who was overwhelmed with grief, he went on,

board a veflel,.and failed for. Balfora.

A ridicuion's!
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A ridiculous fcene now took place between
the drunken Jbrahim and the fuppofed fither~
man. ¢ You have been well paid for your
paltry fith, by that prodigal,’ faid lbrahim,
¢ but I fhall not fuffer you to keep all he has
given you. Iam content to divide the money
with you ; but the beautiful flave I will keep-
entirely to myfelf.” The Caliph refufed him in.
a laughing anfwer, which fo enraged Ibrahim,
that he withdrew in hafte to fetch a cane, and
chaftife the infolent Kerim.

As foon as Ibrahim had left the hall, the Ca~
- liph gave a fignal for his attendants to enter. -
They inftantly took away the fitherman’s garb,
and drefled him in the royal robes; and whemr
Ibrahim returned ftaggering, amd muttering curfes
and threatenings againft the unreafonable fither-
man, hewas amazed to find in his room the Ca~

liph, attended by his principal officers.

The Scheich ftood aghaft at a fight fo unwel-

come, and fo unexpeted. Recolle®tigg him- -
o fclf,
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fe¥f, he, .in the moft humble manner, be-
fought his mafter’s pardon. The Caliph, after
giving him a good-humoured reprimand, for-
gave him, and, tumning to Selima, who had
feen thefe tranfaétions in filent aftonithment,
he exhorted her to take comfort, as Noureddin
would foon be in a fituation to receive her
again in fplendour. In the mean time he pro-
mifed to place her under the prote&ion of his
favourite lady, Zobeide.

Noureddin had time enough, during his voyage,
‘to refle& on the danger he expofed himfelf to by
returning to Balfora; but his fituation was fo
deplorable that he became almoft indifferent to
the confequence. On his landing, without con-
fulting any friend, he went direttly to the pa-
lace, and prefented the letter to Zinchi, at the
time of public audience. ‘The King’s colour
changed on reading it; he was about to obey.
the Caliph’s order, when he thought of thew-
ing it to his Vizier.

Saouny
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Saouy read it in a tranfport of envy, rage, and
defpair : he took care, however, to conceal thefe
paffions.  An artful expedient occurred to him,
to poftpone, at leaft, Noureddin’s elevation. He:
pretended to turn round for better light, when:
he tore off the fet form in the margin, which.
he fwallowed ; then, turning to the King, who-
was in great confufion, he talked with him in a.
whifper to the following effet: That the fet
form being omitted, it was phin the Caliph had:
only given Noureddin that letter to get rid of
him; that the patent had not been fent, which
was itfelf fufficient reafon to fufpend obedience.
to fo ftrange an order. He concluded with
requefting Zinchi to commit Noureddin to his.
cuftody, hinting pretty plainly that he fhould
not longb‘e'in the King’s way. Zinchi con=
fented, and Noureddin was feized, loaded with:
chains, and conveyed to the heufe of his inwe-
terate enemy, where he was treated with the
qtmoﬁ rigour..

Noureddin

»)
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Noureddin remained fix days in this fituation,
Iamenting chiefly his own indifcretion, in thus
putting himfelf in the hands of his enemies.—
Saouy did not pafs this time without uneafinefs ;
he dreaded the confequence of his bold meafure,
in tearing off the moft material part of the Ca-
Iiph’s letter. Though he was impatient to de-
prive Noureddin of life, he neither durft do fo
privately, as he at first intended ; nor-was his
malice fatisfied with lefs than the fhame of a
public execution, which he could not infli& on
his own authority. Thus fituated he had re-
courfe again to artifice ; and, taking advantage
" of Zinchi being intoxicated, he made fuch a.
reprefentation of Noureddin, that he obtained
“the royal order to put him to death next day, in
the midft-of the city.

At 'the time appointed Saeuy went in perfon
to the prifon, accompanied by his flaves, with
the executioner and his attendants, and ordered
the prifoner to be conduéted to the fcaffold, with

- every poffible circumftance of ignominy. Nou-
Vor. III, D reddin,
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reddin, who heard thefe barbarous orders, ex-
claimed, ¢ Thou triumpheft now, O miné"
enemy; but remember what is written in one
‘of our books; ¢ You judge unjuftly, forgetting
that in a little time you fhall'be judged your-
felf.”—¢ Fool,’ replied Saouy, ¢ notto remem-
ber what another of our books fayeth, ¢ What
fignifies dying the day after the death of onc’s |
enemy |”’

Noureddin was led through all the principal®
fireets of the city, to a fcaffold ereCted oppofite *
the gate of the palace. The fatal blow was
about to be ftruck, when a moft tormenting
thirft oppreffed the prifoner, who carneftly de-
fired fome water, which the people about under-
took to provide. This caufing a little delay,
the Vizier impatiently called out to the exe-
cutiorier to perform his office. A tumult im- .
mediately enfued among the people, who ftilk

_retained an affe@ion for Noureddin, and ever
hated Saouy. The King himfelf was offended
at_the cruelty of his minifler, and gave a fignal

o
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pend the execution. At this inftant a
of horfe came galloping full fpeed to-
the palace, at the head of whom appeared

: inftant Saouy faw the Grand Vizier, he

prefled the execution of the prifoner,
Zinchi withhigh indignation again forbad.
ithe Caliph’s minifter reached the palace,
dered Noureddin to be releafed, feized
, and the fame hour fat out again for Bag-
aking Zinchi and Noureddin with him,
ading Saouy thither prifoner, bound with
me chains he had lately xmpofed on the
unate Noureddin.

e fudden and timely appearance of Giafar,
wfed by the Caliph accidentally hearing
\ accompanying her lute, in the apart-
of Zobeide; this brought to his: recollec-
1at he had not fent to Balfora the patent
ning Noureddin King, in the-room of
i. Giafar was immediately difpatched

D2 . “with



36 ARABIAN NIGHTS

-with it in all hafte; and arrived juft in time te
prevent the effe¢tof Saouy’s malice.

On his return to Bagdad, Giafar introduced
them to the Caliph, who, having examined
into every thing, told Noureddin he was at li-
berty to revenge his fufferings, by depriving his
enemy of his head. ‘The young man, generous
in this inftance, was fatisfied with having Saouy
in his power; he even entreated the Caliph to
pardon him. Haroun Alrafchid highly com-
mended his manly and liberal ‘behaviour, but
added, ¢ though it is right in you to forgive a
private injury, it.would ill become me to par-
don fuch an abufe of authority. Mercy to fuch
an offender would be cruelty to my people.’

* Saying this, he ordered Saouy to be.immediatély
put to death.

““The Caliph would "have ﬂifpatc}ied Noured-
din to.take pofleffion- of the throne of Balfora;
but he declared that the many calamities he had
met with .in -that city had made it hateful to-

. him;
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"him; the Caliph, therefore, after a fevere repri-
mand, permitted Zinchi to reaflume his. go-
vernment; and, reftoring Selima to Noureddin,

" he gave him a handfome appointment m his

palace. -

THE STORY OF BEDER, PRINCE OF PERSIA,.
AND GIAHAURE, PRINCESS OF SAMANDAL. ’

SoME ages ago Perfia was governed by an ac-
complithed prince, of the name.of Mirza. His
great reputation kept his neighbours in awe:
his fubje&s were happy under- his government :
he kept up the dignity of a Sovereign of Perfia
with great fplendour : his-haram was filled with

. beauties from all parts of the world but though
he was exceedingly amorous, he had never at-
tached himfelf to any paricular object, he felt
the neceflity of fomething more than mere per-
fonal beauty to.commagd his heart..

Dj One:
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One day a merchant, who dealt inbeautifu
flaves, arrived at Mirza’s court, and acquainte:

him that he had met with a flave more lovel
" than any he had ever feen. The King defire
to fee her, and was fo charmed with her, that
paid the merchant the full price he demandec
and gave him a noble prefent befide.

The King ordered the fair flave to be lodge:
in the moft elegant apartments of the haram, an:
direQed the attendants to behave to her with th

- . moft profound refpe@®. When tfhe had repofe

a few days, and had recovered the fatigue of he
journey, her charms were fo much improved

that Mirza was quite enamoured with her.
The fair flave rather endured, than receive
the careffes of her royal mafter. She fubmitte
herfelf to his difpofal in filence. “The moft af
feGtionate endearments produced no alteratio
in her behaviour. She continuedto caft hereye
on the ground; nor could any entreaties preva
with her to utter a fingle word. Mirza, no
: ) withftanding
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withftanding, became fo fond of her, that he
djﬁniﬂ'ed all his other women, and attached
himfelf entirely to her,

A year paffed, during which the fair {lave ob-
ferved the fame obftinate filence; when one
_ day, as the King was pouring forth vows of the
" moft unalterable affetion, he perceived that the
liftened to him in a different manner from what
the had been ufed to do. She held up her head;
the {miled, and caft her eyes on the King, with
looks of love. Mirza perceived the alteration
with as much furprife as delight: he doubted
not but the was going to fpeak: he urged her,
and fhe fulfilled his expeations to this purpofe.

¢ Since I have refolved te break filence, I
have much to fay to your Majefty; but let
me, in the firft place, thank you for all the
favours and honours you have conferred upon
‘me. Let me inform you alfo that I am with
child; this circumftance has induced me to
htak a filence I had intended fhould have becn

D4 perpetual
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perpetual, and to love and fefpe& you as. L
ought.” i

Mirza was tranfported to hear fhe was likely-
-to make him a father ; ableffing he had defpaired
“of, as none of his miftrefles had brought him an

heir. In the extravagance of his joy he caufed
“the news to be inftantly proclaimed to his capi--
tal; he ordered the poer to be relieved, -the
prifoners fet at liberty, and every poffible - de-
monftration of joy to take place throughout his
dominions. Having given thefe direCtions, ke
turned to the fair flave, and tenderly enquired
into the caule of her long filence.

¢ To account for my condu&,’ faid the, ¢let
me inform you, Sir, that though I was reduced
" fo low as to be fold to you for a flave, I am of
royal blood. I have never ceafed to: remember
my origin, and took care to do nothing which
" fhould difgrace that birth, by giving any thing
like a confent to what befel me, in the ftate to

* which my misfortunes had reduced me. Yaur
' -~ tender
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tender attention and refpe& fhook this refolu-
tion, and {my being with child by you has en-
tirely overturned it..

¢ My.riame is Gulnare of the Sea. My father
was one of the moft potent princes of the ocean.
At his death he left his kingdom. in profound
peace to my brother Saleh; and I lived happily
in his court,. under the prote&tion of my royal-
mother, who was daughter of another puiffant
monarch of the fea,
: ~
¢ An ambitious neighbour, taking advantage
.ef my brother’s youth, and of our too great fe-
curity, invaded his territory with a mighty army ;
and advanced fo rapidly. to his capital, that we
could fcarce fave ourfelves from falling into his
hands. - We efcaped to an inacceffible fortrefs,
“with a few trufty adherents, and continued
- there a long time, while my brother laid plans
: to drive out the ufurper..

Saleh was very. fond -of me ;. and as the.affair
:he was about to undertake was exceedingly ha-
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gardous, he withed to fee me married before hie A
embarked in it. ¢ In the prefent miferable con.
dition of our affairs,” faid he, ¢ I fee no probabi.
Iity of matching you to any of the princes of the
fea; I would therefore wifh you to marry one
of the princes of the earth. Your beauty far-
pafles any thing they ever faw, and a very {mall
part of the little wealth we have left would be
an inconceivable treafure to the greateft of
them.’ ‘

Ioftead of weighing this advice of my brother |
as it deferved, I reproached him with meannefs l
of fpirit, in making me fo degrading a propofat.
My mother adopting his idea, I gave way to my
wounded pride, and with an imprudence, and
want of duty, which youth could fcarcely ex-
cufe, Ithrew myfelf out of the prote&ion of
thefe my natural and beft friends. As foon as they
had left me, I gave a {pring from the bottom of the
fea tothe ifland of the moon. It would be tedious
if I was to relate to your Majefty the many dif-
trefling confequences of thxs rafh ftep. One

difafter

~
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" difafter followed another, the ufual and juft
punifthment of indifcretion and difcbedience, till
Ibecame at length a flave, and fell into your
hands.’ :

‘When Gulnare had finithed her arration, the
King of Perfia embraced her with great tender-
‘nefs. ¢ Your ftory, my charming Princefs,”
faid be, ¢ has greatly excited my curiofity, which
X would beg of you to gratify, if I was not re-
folved firft to put youin a fituation more worthy
of you.” Mirza fent immediately for the pro-
pex officers, and publicly efpoufed the beautifal
Gaulnare, caufing her to be proclaimed Queen
of Perfia, in the moft folemn manner, all over
the kingdom.

Thefe ceremonics over, the King required of
his lovely bride a more particular account of the
inhabitants of the fea. ¢ have often heard,’
faid he, ¢ that the fea was peopled, but I ever
confidered it as a fable, not believing it was pof-
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_fible for human beings to walk up and down, .
and live entu'ely in the water.’

¢ Sir,’ replied the Queen,’ we can walk at the
bottom of the fea with as much eafe as you do
‘on land, and breathe in the water as you doin
the air, yet it never wets our cleaths. Our
‘faculties in general are more perfe& than yours!
Our vulgar language is the fame that was engra-
.venu pon the feal of Solomon, the fon of David.

¢ The water does not obftruct the opening and

fhutting of our eyes. Our fight is fharp and

piercing, and can difcern- any obje&t in the

deepeft fea as diftinGtly as upon land. We
have the fame fucceflion of times and feafons as

you have, and enjoy the light of the fame pla-
mets in-as great perfeQtion.  As the fea is much
Iarger than the earth, fo we have many more
"kingdoms, all of which have great cities, well
peopled; and there is the fame variety of man-
ners and cuftoms.among us, as- there is among
the nations upon earth,
, ¢ The
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¢ The palaces of our kings, and great men, are
" magnificent beyond any idea that you can form,
We have gold, as you have; but the diamonds
and pearls which are in moft eftimation with
you, would fcarcely be worn by the loweft order
of our people. We have an incredible agility
in tranfporting ourfelves where we pleafe in an
inftant ; fo that we have no occafion for car-
riages or horfes, yet we ufe'both for plendour
- on public occafions.

*¢Amongother things in which we differ greatly
from the inhabitants of the earth is,; the method
of delivery, and managing the women of the fea
in their lying in. On this account it will be
neceflary to fend formy mother and my cousins,
to affift at my labour. I wifh idlfo to be recon-
ciled to my brother. T befeech your Majefty

will give-me leave to fend for them; they will'

be glad to fee me now Iam the confort of fo
-great a Prince, and proud to pay their refpectsto
“your Majefty.’

The.

~
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_The King ftarted at this propofal. ¢ I fhould
; rejoice,” replied he, ¢ to receive your relations ;
. but how can they know where you are, un-
lefs you leave me to go in fearch of them?
that I cannot bear to think of.’—* Sir,’ faid Gul-
nare, with a {mile, ¢if I have your permiffion
to fend for' them, I need not ftir from this
room. They will be here in a very fhort

time.’ v .

Mirza readily confenting, the Queen requefted
" him to retire into an adjoining clofet, from
whence he could fee her friends without being
- feen by them till fhe chofe to introduce him.
The royal palace ftood clofe to the fea; the
Queen opened the windows neareft to it, and,
having called for a pan of fire, fhe threw in
fome powder, and pronounced certain words °
over it.

Prefently the fea appeared difturbed, and in a
fhort time opened; ~when a tall, handfome
young man, with whifkers of a fea-green co-

~ lour
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‘yappeared on the furface; a little behind him
one lady, advanced in years, attended by five
atiful young ones. The Queen, approaching

windows of the apartment, was foon perecived

1er relations, who came forward, notwalking,
carried, as it were, on the furface ofthe waves.
1en they-came near the palace, they nimbly
red intoit. The whole company embraced
Inare, and tenderly reproached her with
ing left them fo abruptly, and kept herfelf
cealed from them fo Jong. King Saleh alfo
t her that he had driven out the, ufurper, and
ed his kingdom, as well as recovered his

n.

sulnare received them with great refpe, and,
1+ few words, told them all that had befallen
¢ I could not, added the, for very fhame,

ly to you while I was befet with difficulties,
ich arofe entirely from my own imprudence.
t I am now become the wife of the greateft
narch of the earth; who, in every inftance,
: treats
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treats me with the utmoft regard and attens
tion.” -

A fumptuous collation was brought in, which
the Queen requefted her relations to partake of.
As they were preparing to do fo, the fame
. thought ftruck them all, that they had-entered
the palace of a mighty Prince, and were about
to fit down at his table, without having been
introduced to him, A fenfe of this incivility

* caufed them to bluth ; their eyes fparkled, and
they breathed flames of fire at their mouths and
noftrifs.

Gulnare doubted not but this fight would
atarm her hufband ; and, asfhe foundher relations
were defirous of feeing him, fhe withdrew to
the clofet where he was, and offered to intro-
duce him to them. Mirza exprefled himfelf
much fatisfied at their arrival, but frankly owned
he durft not truft himfelf near people who
breathed forth fire fo terribly, Gulnare, laughing,

told
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told him, that thofe flames would ceafe when-
they faw him ; and were only a token of their
unwillingnefs to fit down to table without him.,

When the Queen had prefented her relations.
to the King of Perfia, and mutual compliments
bad paffed, all his apprehenfions were done
away, and he foon became much attached to his
illuftrious guefts. He treated them many days -
together with the greateft magnificence. In the
midft of thefe hours of feftivity their joy was.
~ encreased by the Queen being happily delivered .
of a Prince, fo beautiful, that they agreed, with-
one voice, to call him Beder; which, in the-
Arabian language, fignifies the full. moon. .

. One day,. foon after the birth of the Prince,,
when Mirza and Saleh were vifiting the Queen,.
the latter took Beder from. his nurfe, and after,
careffing him, and dancing him about the room,,
on a fudden he leapt out of the window, into.
the fea, with " the child in his arms, and dif>.-

appeared. .
) -V.OLO- III;. E-- 'I:hc-;
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_The King of Perfia was ex¢eedingly alarmed
when be faw his beloved {¢n, the child of his
withes, thus fnatched from him. He concluded
the infant muft be drowned, and was giving
way to defpair, when Saleh returned, with
Beder in his arms, whom he reftored unhurt to
his nurfe. He then explained to Mirzathe rea-
fon of his condu@. ¢ Children, faid he, ¢ bom
of parents who are not both inhabitants of the
fea, have only a few moments occur, once during
their early infancy, in which the privilege of .
defcending into the regions of the water can be
imparted to them. While I was playing with
my nephew, I perceived thofe precious mo-
ments (foon to pafs away) were arrived ; withs
out lofing them to explain myfelf to you, I pro-
nounced the myfterious words which were en-
graven on the feal of the great Solomon, the fon
of David, and, taking the Prince with me into
‘the fes, I completed the neceffary rites. Beder
will How be able, when he pleafes, toplunge into
the fea, and traverfe the vaft empires it contains
at its bottom. -
"¢ I have
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¢ Thave alfo,’ continued he, ¢ brought yout Ma-
jefty a fmall prefent, which 1 requeft you to ac-
cept.” He then made a fignal, when two mesi
arofe out of the fea, bearing an immenfe coffer,.
which contained three hundred diamonds, a$
large as pigeons eggs, as many rubies, with
emeralds, and pearls of the greateft value: fo.
that the King of Perfia was abfolutely aftonithed
at a difplay of riches which exceeded every thing
he had any notion of, )

King Saleh, and the Iadies of the fea, continued'
with Mirza and Gulnare as long as in prudence.
they could. At length they took leave, and re-
tu._med to their own territoriés. An affeGionate
intercourfe continued between them during
their lives ; and they paid frequent vifits to the-
court of Perfia.

As Beder grew up, he appeared to be a Prince
of gre‘ét hopes. His temper was benevolent ;.
his talents brilliant ; and they were early called:
into exercife. While he was yet a. youth,

Ea difeafe-
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difeafe bore heavily on Mirza, and he became
defirous to withdraw himfelf from the fatigues
of royalty. He refigned, therefore, his crown to.
his fon ; and though he furvived that event but.
a fhort time, yet hec had the fatisfation to fee.
‘the Prince condu& himfelf with great ability,
and to be treated by him with the moft perfect
refpect and duty.

The lofs of his father was well fupplied- to
the young King by the fagacious councils of
Gulnare and King Saleh. That Prince was fo
attached to his nephew, that he paffed with him.
all the time he could fpare from the care of his
own dominions. One day after dinner, Saleh,
‘in converfation with his fifter Gulnare, fell in-
fenfibly on the praifes of his nephew. Beder,
among his-other virtues, had great modefty ;
and not being willing either to interrupt his
uncle, or to fit and hear his own applaufe, he
arofe from table, and withdrew to a fopha,
where he pretended to fall afleep.

Saleh
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“Saleh continued the converfation, and told the
-Queen, that there was a Princefs of the fea, who
far furpalled all others in beauty, whom he ear-
neftly withed to be the wife of Beder; but that
very confiderable difficulties .lay in the way of
-obtaining her for him.

Galnare arofe in haﬁe to loak at Beder ; who
being much interefted in the converfation,
counterfeited the moft profound fleep. The
Queen, thinking him really fo, returned to her
feat, and Saleh proceeded to tell her, that it was
Giauahara, daughter of the King of Samandal,
whom he thought of for his nephew. ¢ She:is,’
continued he, ¢the moft beautiful and accom-
plithed Princefs that ever was feen on earth, or
in the waters. But as her father is infupport-
ably proud, looking upon all others as his infe-
riors, it is not.likely he will readily agree to the
alliance.’

. Beder heard thisdifcourfetoo attentively for his
peace. He became enamoured of the Princefs
Ej Giauvhara,
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Giauhara, of whofe beauty he conceived the highe
eft opinion; and fear left the King of Samandal
fhould reje& hiu\< entirely deftroyed his reft :
He became abfent, thoughtful, and fad. While
Saleh contemplated this change in his beloved
nephew withgreat anxiety, an accident revealed
to him the caufe of it. Walking one evening
in the gardens of the palace, he overheard Beder
exprefs his paffion for the unknown Giauhara,
in terms the moft vehement.

Saleh was exceflively grieved at this event.
_ He difcovered himfelf immediately to the young
King of Perfia, and reprefented to him, in the
ftrongeft terms, the folly of devoting his heart
t0 a lady, whofe beauty he knew only by report.
But Beder, finding his fecret thus unexpe&edly
difcovered by his uncle, avowed his attachment, -
and pleaded the neceffity of his obtaining Giau-
hara to preferve his life, in {uch pathetic terms,
as entirely fubdued Saleh. Beder perceiving
the imprefion he had made, prefied his uacle to
ke him immediately to his kingdom, (with-

out
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out akking Gulnare’s confent, of which they
had no hope) and fet on faot a treaty with the
King of Samandal. Saleh agreed; and the fea
pafling at the hottom of the gasden, -they bath
plunged into it, and arrived, in a very fBort
time, at the palace of the fea King.

Saleh prepared 4 moft fumptuons prefent, and
{et off, as foon as poffible, with a great retinue,
for the conrt of Samandal. On his arrival, the
King treated him with much refpet, and ap-
pointed a public audience, to receive him in the
“gprefence of the whole court, the next day. Ac-
cordingly King Saleh was introduced in great
ftate, and placed on the King of Samandal’s left
dhand: where, knowing the charatter of the
Prince he was addreffing, he paid his compli-
ments to his Royal Hoft, in the moft fubmiffive
and .refpe@ful manner; and concluded by di-
m&mg his attendants to lay the prefent thcy
" bore, at the ng of Samandal’s feet

& ¢ If
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~If the vanity of that Prince was delighted by
the abject ‘bebaviour ' of ' his brother King, his
avarice was no le(s gratified by hig prefent, which
was of ‘immenfe value. "He:turned therefore to-
wards his gueft, and embracing him, requefted
to know in what manner he could ferve him.

‘King Saleh, pleafed with his gracious recep-
tion, tectared that the porport of his vifit was.
to-folicit an alliance by marriage between the
two royal Families. :He had ‘fcarce proceeded
thus far, when the King of Samandal inter-
rupted him by aloud laugh; after which ‘he
afked him, with much contempt, ¢ how long he
bad entertained ‘fuch a chimera? or how he
could conceive the abfurd thought of afpiring o
4o great and accomphfhcd a Pnncefs

'ng Sakeh had fubmitted to humour-the dif-
pofition of the-King of Samandal, -becaufe he
feared that haughty Prince woukl be .with difE-
«ulty prevailed on to give his daughter to
Beder;; who, being only a King of the .earth,

LY .’ . - “Was
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! ‘was greatly her inferior; but when he found

himfelf treated in fo contemptuous a manner, he
was” highly offended; and -replied with great
fpirit, * “You are miftaken, Sir, if you fuppofe I
meant=to afk ‘your daughter for myfelf; nor
thould I have confidered fuch arequeft as atall
afpiring, ‘being*in every refpe& your equal. It
is for my nephew, the King of Perfia, that1
was about to folicit, a Prince whofe meritren-
ders him a fit hufband for the lovely Giauhara;
and whoy though not a Prince of the fea, is-the
moft potent ofthe Kings of the earth’

The rage of the King - of Samandal at ‘this
difcourfe, deprived him, for fome time, of all
atterance. At length ‘he broke out into out-
rageous and injurious expreflions, unworthy of
2 King: nor content with this, he forgot what
was due tothe dignity of Saleh, and to the-rights
of hofpitality. He called out to his guards to
feize his gueft, and cut off : his head. -

“The
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‘The sudience chamber became a fcene of the
greateft confufion.  Saleh prefently efcaped out
of the palace, at the gate of which he found 2
shoufand men, of his rélations and friends, well
srmed. The Queen, his mother, confidering
how few attendants he had, and the reception
“he would probably meet with from the King of
‘Samandal, had fent this little troop after him
for his prote&ion.

Saleh put himfelf at the head of his friends,
and, with great prefence of mind, fecured the
avenues of the palace ; and, entering again the
audience chamber, he feized the perfon of the
King of Samandal. His next care was to have
fecured the Princefs; buton the firlt alarm,
fhe, together with her attendants, had fprung to
the furface of the fea; and efcaped to a defart

Mean time, fome of Saleh’s attendants, who
fled at the firft onfet, arrived at that King's
capital, and fpreada general confternation, by

. relating
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ing the danger they left him in. Al the
il Family were in the deepeft affiiGtion ; but
r, who confidered himfelf as the caufe of
mcle’s mnsfortune, was overwhelmed with
w and confufion. He dreaded the re-_
‘hes of his grandmother, and of the other
ceffes: He haftily, therefore, darted from
sottom of the fea, and not knowing how to
the way to Perfia, he arrived, by chanee, at
fame ifland where the Princefs ’Glanlnra
:aken refuge.

he Prince, much difturbed in mind, feated
elf under a. grove of trees. While he was
avouring to compofe himfelf, he overheard
ound of voices; and drawing near the place
proceeded from, he faw a Iady of the moft
ifite beauty converfing with fome attend-
Beder was quite charmed with her. He
1ed to their converfation, and, to his aftonith-
t, he foon found that the lady was the
cefs to whofe beauty he had devoted his
t, from the account he had heard of it. He
learnt
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learntalfo -the fuccefs of his uncle Saleh, -an
thg captivity of the ‘King-of Samandal: whol
misfortune, the charming Princefs dutifully de
plored; though fhe expreffed herfelf unacquainte:
with the caufe of it.

. Beder was f{o-rejoiced at meeting with his be
loved Giauhara, that he rufhed forward, an
threw himfelf at her feet; and as foon as fh
bad recovered her furprife, he related how &
bad become enamoured with her, who he wa
and concluded by offering to attend her to he
father’s court, where he had no doubt of bein

able to re-eftablith friendfhip between the tw
fea Kings.

. The Princefs was pleafed with the pe
fon and addrefs of Beder: and when fhe heal
him relate how much he had become a
tached to her, refore he had feen her, the bluthe
and liftened to him with great complacenc
But when fhe found he was the nephew -
King Saleh, and the caufe of the infult her f
. th
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ther had received, and of her own fright and grief;
fhe foon entertained very different fentiments
refpeting him. She gave way to the diCtates
of fury. and- revenge, which yet: the had art
enough to conceal. She fuffered fuch exprefs
fions of favour towards him to efcape her;
feemingly in her confufion, that the fond Prince
was enraptured ; and by reaching forth his hand,
to feize that-of the Princefs, he put himfelf-in
her.power. She pufhed him back, . and fpit at
him, faying, ¢ Wretch ! quit the form of a man,
and take thatof a white. bird, with a red bil}
and feet.” The fpell took place direétly; and
the unfortunate Beder became a bird of that
defcription. ¢ Carry him now,’ faid the re~
vengeful Giauhara to one-of her attendants,
¢ to yonder. folitary rock, and let him remain
there, without foad or water, till he perithes.” -

The attendant to whom the fate of Beder was
committed,. took .compaffion of him. ¢ How
cruel isit,” thought fhe, ¢ to deftroy fo accom-
pldhed a Prince ! my miftrefs will certainly one
: day
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day repent it.” ¢ Without venturing to expoftd.
Iate with Giauhara, the took charge of the bird;
but inftead of carrying him to the barren rock,
fhe conveyed him to a neighbouring ifland, well
planted and watered, where he would haveno
difficulty to find fupport.

‘While thefe matters were Mnfa&'ing, Saleh,
having fecured the perfon of the King of Saman-
dal, though he treated him with refpe&, deter-
mined to keep him prifoner, and to adminifter the
government of his kingdom, till Giauhara
fhould return. This he found no difficulty in
" accomplithing. He appointed trufty officers for

the feveral departments, and then returned o
his own kingdom, where he found all the Prin-
cefles of his family in great grief for the abfence
of King Beder. Butas the inhabitants of the
fea are too wife to indulge long a fruitlefs for-
sow, thofe auguft perfons foon comforted each:
other, and waited for his return, with hope and
. patience..

The
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‘The King of Perfia ftill continued, under the
force of the enchantment, and gathered, in the
ifland he was placed in, that fubfiftence whick
fuited the form he bore. It happened that a-
peafant, who was fkilled in taking birds, faw
him; and being much pleafed with his beauty,
contrived to enfnare him. He carried him to a.
neighbouring city, where he was offered a large
fum for him by a luxurious citizen, who.
wifhed to gratify his appetite with fo tempting a
morfel. The peafant refufed his offer, not:
doubting but the King of that country would be
glad to have fo rare and beautiful a bird. Nor-
was he miftaken. The King paid him very
bountifully; and immediately fent for the
Queen, to prefent her with his purchafe,

When the Queen entered the room where
ghe bird was, fhe let fall her veil, and told the
King, thatit was a Prince of illuftrious de-
fcent he had purchafed under that form. She
then, at her hufband’s requeft, took fome water
in a cup, and by muttering fome words over it,.

caufed
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caufed it to boil. This the fprinkled on the
bird, faying, ¢ By. virtue of the holy and myfte-
rious ‘'words- I have' pronounced, refume the
form in which thou waft created.” Immediately
the bird vanifhed, and'a handfome  young man,
paid the warmeft thanks to his royal beneface
tors, -

The King, having heard Beder’s ftory, em~
braced and congratulated him, offering him
every fervice in his power.. ¢ As.you are atfo
great a diftance from your own kingdom,’ faid
he tothe King of Perfia, ¢ your power of convey-~
ing yourfelf threugh the fea is,. at prefent,.of
very little fervice to you, for how will you find
your way through it: you had better therefore
embark in fome of the veflels which fail from
hence. to fome country nearer your own.’

Beder followed - this advice ;. but when thig
thip had nearly completed her voyage, a vio-
lent ftorm drove her out of her courfe ; and.as

the approached the.fhore_of an unknown land,
‘ the.
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e:ftrack againft a hidden rock, and beat to
xces. The <rew all perithed; but the King
Perfia threw himfelf into the fea, and reached
e fhore without difficulty. As he approached
¢ city, he was met by a great number of ani-
als; horfes, camels, mules, affes, and other
afts, who crowded together before him, and
:med to oppofe his entering it. He forced his
1y through them; and on entering the city,
and -the ftreets fpacious, and well built. He
aceeded a confiderable way without meeting
ith any one, and came at laft to fome fhops, in
ie .of which he faw anold man, whog he
nrteoudly faluted.

The old man ftarted atthefight of the Prince,
id, without anfwering his compliment, preffed
m to.come into his haufe. Beder,though fur-
ifed at his earneftnefs, complied: When the
d man congratulated him that he had obtaiped
iat fhelter, before any misfortune had befallen
im; afking at the famec time, what bufinefs

Voz. IIL F brought
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- brought him to that city? and whether he hadf
met any body in his walk thither? : |

Beder told his hoft what had happened to the
fhip; and added, ¢that he met no man in his
way from the fea, but had been ftrangely op-
pofed by a number of animals of different forts.”

¢ Thofe animals were much your friends,’ re~
plied Abdallah, which was the name of the old
man; ‘this city is called the city of enchant«
ments; it is governed by a Queen, named Labe,
who is one of the moft charming, and moft
wicked of her fex; inconftant, cruel, treaches
tous, and a forcerefs. All thofe animals were
once young men, firangers like you, whom fhe
has transformed by her diabolical art.  She:has
regular patroles, whogo about the avenues of
the city, and feize all ftrangers, either coming in
or going out of it. 'They are carried before the'
Queen, and if fhe fancies either of them, he if
clothed in magnificent apparel, treated as a

: Prince,

-—als o
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Prince, carefled by the Queen, who gives him
fach proofs of affe€tion, as to make him conclude
the loves him entirely.  This happinefs is not
permitted to laft long; for within forty days he
is fure to lofe the human fhape, and become a
brute.’ '

“The King of Perfia heard this account with
much concern:—¢ How unfortunate am 1!
faid he aloud; ¢ fcarce freed from one enchant-.
ment, which I remember with horror, I am now
expofed to another yet more terrible.,” Having
faid this, he very frankly told his hoft who he
was, and what had befallen him, and requefted
his advice how to condu& himfelf in his prefent
perilous fituation. .

¢ Prince;’ replied Abdallah, ¢ the wife man,
and the good muffelman will, in all difaftrous
events, look about for fuch circumftances as moft
alleviate diftrefs, and from them will colle&
courage and - refignation to the will of heaven.
It is true, you are tinfortunate in arriving at this
Fa : City;
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city ; but then your having miffed the patmln,
and your applying.to me, are happy events
i Know that there is no perfon in her domimiass,
whom Labe treats with fo much #efpet as.my-
" felf: the caufe of which is, that fhe well knows
fhe has much reafon to fear me. It would be
too bold a rifque to attempt to get out of the city
yet; refide a little time with ‘me; I will give
out that you aremy nephew, whigh will fecure

you the civilities of the citizens; - and you will not -

be considered as a ftranger; and though it wild
not protect you wholly from the Queen,” it will
at leaft make her cautjons how fhe behaves to
you.’

The King of Perfia thankfully accgpted this
offer. As Abdallah knew it would be impoffible
to conceal his gueft from obfervation, he let:him
appear aopenly ; and on all occafions fpoke of him
as his nephew. Near a month had pafied, whea
* Beder, being at the door, faw a very fplendid-pro-
ceflion .approaching: he afked his hoft what it

maant?

|
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meant? € The Queen is coming by,” anfwered
Be, ¢but do you ftand ftill, and fear nothing,’

A thoufand of the Queen’s guards, clothed
in purple, arméd and well mounted, marched
ﬁrﬁ? with their fabres drawn ; then followed the
like number of eunuchs, habited in rich bro-
cades ; next came as many young ladies on foot,
fplendidly drefled, and marching flowly, with
Kalf pikes in their hands; in the midft of them
appeared Queen Labe, on a horfe all glittering
with diamonds, with a gold faddle, and houfing
of ineftimable value. All the retinue, as they -
pafled, faluted Abdallah ; and the Queen, when
the came to his fhop, ftopt to fpeak with him.

1At the fight of Beder, the Queen compli-
mented Abdallah on his pofleffing fo handfome a
flave. The old man told her he was a nephew,
whom he had adopted as-a fon. ¢ I will then,’
replied the Queen, ¢ for your fake, make him as
great and powerful as ever a private man was;
Jot him join my train.’ Abdallah, with great
' F3 refped,
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refped, befought her to excufe him ;. but Labe,.

“having gazed earneftly on the Prince, became=
much pleafed with him, and very importunate
with the old man to part with him, Abdallah

. was exceedingly grieved for King Beder; but
finding the Queen would not be refufed, he con-
fented, on condition his fuppofed nephew might
pafs one day more with him.

Moft past of this day he pafled in comforting:

the King of Perfia, who was in defpair when he
found he thould be in the power of the forcerefs.
* Abdallah recommended to him to place no con-
fidence in the Queen’s profeffions, but to watch.
her with the moft jealous attention, and if any
thing happened which appeared alarming, to
confult him immediately.

. The nextday Labe came with her ufual train;
to conduct Beder to her palace. As foon as fhe
arrived at Abdallah’s houfe, he went up to her,.
and faid, ¢ Puiffant Queen, I conjure you to lay:
afide the fecrets of that art you poflefs in fo- won-

: : ~ derful
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derful 2 degree. T refpe& my nephew as my
dwn fon, and you will reduce me to the utmoft
lefpair if you fhould think fit to deal with him
s you have done with others.’—¢ I underftand
ou very well,’ replied the Queen, ¢ and fwear
>you by the fire, and the light, and by what-
sever is facred in my religion, that neither you
or he fhall have caufe to repent your compli-
nce with my defire.” She then ordered a horfe
> be brought for the Prince, as richly caparifon-
d as her own, and caufed him to be placed at
er lefthand. As he was mounting, fhe afked
\bdallah, what was the name of his nephew ?
nd being told Beder, (the' full moon) her Ma-
:fty replied, ¢ Sure it was a miftake; he ought
> have been called Shems! (the Sun.)’ -

When they arrived at the palace, the Queen
onduéted Beder through the apartments, which
rere furnifthed in moft magnificent ftile.  Be-
we dinner, the laid afide her veil, and difcover-
d a face uncommonly charming. The Prince
otwithftanding, beheld her unmoved. ¢ No

Fa4 one,’
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one,’ thought he, ¢ is beautiful, . whofe a&
are hideous.’ '

B;lt when dinner was over, and wine vias
troduced ; when mufic and dancing had fofte
the mind of the young Prince, then the cha
of the enchantrefs bewitched him; and lay
afide all his wholefome fears, he returned
carefles, carelefs of the confequences.

For nine and thirty days, Beder abando
himfelf to thefe enervating pleafures; but in
evening of the laft of thofe days, he chance:
obferve the Queen mix a powder ina cup
‘wine, which fhe afterwards prefented to h
His fufpicions were at once awakened. He ¢
trived to change the cup unobfcrved; and
that means avoided drinking the potion, thot
he knew not for what purpofe it was admii
tered. The powder was intended to prom
fleep; and when Beder and the Queen reti
to reft, the Prince, whofe mind was much «
turbed, aided the deception wnwittingly, by 1

tend



RNTERTAINMENTS, % .

tending to fall afleep immediately, in order to
awoid converfation. Labe arofe, and not donbt-
ing but her powder had taken the defigned
effet, proceeded .to her incantations ; Beder 2t -
the time obferving her with the moft anxious:
folicitude.

She opened a cheft, and taking out a box fulF
of yel!ow powder, fhe laid a train of it acrofs
the chamber, when a rivulet of water appeared.
The forcerefs poured fome of this water into a-
bafon full of flour, and kneeded it, mixing cer
tain drugs, and all the while mauttering over ite
Having made a cake, the caufed a fire to appear
in one corner of the room, where the Baked it.
‘When it was done, fhe uttered certain words,
and the rivulet and fire difappeared. The Queen
‘put by her cake, and returned to bed.

Beder no longer doubted but Labe meditated
mifchief againft -him. In this fituation he re-
fle&ted with deep regret, that he had given him-

felf up to fenfuality with the abandoned Queen,
and
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and negle@ted Abdallah. He refolved to vifit
him as foon as it was day, to acknowledge his
fault, and entreat his advice how to a& in his
prefent fituation. '

He arofe accordingly, and leaving Queen !
Labe afleep, he found out the houfe of his kind
hoft, and related to him all that had paft. Ab-
dallah, embracing him, faid, ¢ you have fhaken
off your folly, my dear Beder, and have become:
jealous in good time. You are not miftaken: this
wicked woman, notwithftanding her repeated
oaths, meditates your ruin. When youreturn, fhe
will prefent you with.a cake, and prefs you much
toeatit.  You will do well to flip it afide, and
eat a piece of this which I will now give you: -
When fhe thinks you have fwallowed it,. fhe:
will attempt to transform you into fome animal..
Finding fhe does not fucceed, the will pafs it of
s a joke; but her hatred of you will become
extreme. While fhe is in this confufion, you.
mutft prefent her with her own cake whole. As.
the will think fhe has failed of her purpofe, from.

o fome
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fome omiffion in making her cake, the will rea-
dily eat fome of yours, to remove all diftruft in
You ; and the fooner becaufe the will think you
broke and eat a part of that fhe made. As foon
as fhe has fwallowed a morfel of it, throw fome
water in her face, and bid her quit her prefent.
form, and take any one you pleafe.’

Beder made all poffible acknowledgment to:
Abdallah for defending him thus from the wiles
of a peftilent forcerefs. On his return to the:
palace, the Queen met him with much feeming:-
affetion ;. the gently chid him for having left
her fo long, and invited him to walk with her-
into the garden. 'When they came near a caf-:
cade, Labe, with the moft endearing tendernefs,
prefented the Prince with a cake, which the-
told him was of her making, and befought
him to eat it for her fake. Beder received it
with greatrefpect, and bowing low, contrived to
change it unobferved for that which Abdallah
bad given him. As foon as he had eat a little.

of it, the forcerefs taking fome water from the
cafcade,
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cafcade, threw it in-his face, faying; ¢ Wretchs -
quit the form of a.man, md*beeoncwvll&hlﬁ,
lame and blind.”

Thefe words having no effe&, the Queen aps
peared confufed, and’blufhed exceedingly ; but:
- the prefently began to laugh-at Beder, who gave
into the pleafantry, and laughed with her. Soon:
after he faid, ¢ Charming Queen, the only gift:
I 'would accept of from.my: uncle this merning
was a cake, which you will find moft*delicious,.
if you will do me the honour to tafte it.”  Say- -
ing this, he prefented her with her own cake..
In order to regain the confidénce of the King of*
Perfia, fhe broke off a piece and eat:it. But {he
had no fooner fwallowed it, than fhe appeared
much troubled, and remained motionlefs. Bedér -
catching up fome water in his turn, threw itin-
her face, faying: ¢ Abominable forcerefs, quit-
the form of a woman, which thy crimes fo much
dithonour, and become a mare.” The transfor-
mation took place immnediately,

‘The
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- Whe mare appeared very fenfible of her fitna~
Rion, for the thed tears in great abundanoe, and
bowed her head very fubmiffivély, to.the Prinoe.
He pat ber intp the hands of a groom 1o bridle
and faddJe ; but of &ll the bridles in the ftables,
Dot ene would fit her. Beder ordered the gropm '
g-lead her, with bim, te Abdallah’s houfe, whe
Jejoiced exceedingly to fee the Prince fafe, and
the Horoerefs in that ‘fituation. The old man
foon found a bridle which fitted her exallly;
when, having difmiffed the groom, he faid to
Beder, ¢ it will be beft for you, my Lord, to

% quitthiscity immediately. Mount the mare, and
sturn to your kingdom. But before you leave
me, - Iet me recommend one thing.to your efpe-
«idl cage, which is, if ever you part with your
-mare, be fure-to.deliver the bridle.” Beder pro-
‘mifed to remember this caution, and hzving
daken an affeQionate farewel of his friend, he
fat out for Perfia. ‘

After deveral daystravelling, he arrived at the
fuburbs of a great city, where a venerable old
man
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man ftopped him, and afked him from what part
of the world he came? While they were talking
ah old woman came by, and looking at the mare,
fighed, and wept bitterly. Beder was affe&ted
with her forrow, and afked her the caufe of it;
¢ Alas ! Sir,’ faid the, *it.is becaufe your mare
fo exaltly refembles one my fon had, thatl
fhould think it the fame if I did not know fhe
was dead.  Sell her tome, I befeech you ; Iwill
give you more than fhe is worth, for the fake of
him who once owned her likenefs.’

The King of Perfia told her he would on no
iccount fell his mare; but fhe continued urg-
ing and entreating him, till he was tired with
her importunity. At length, feeing her very
pootly drefled, he thought of a method to get
rid of her. ¢ I never intended,’ faid he, ¢ tofell
fo good a beaft, nor will I now for lefs than a
thoufand pieces of gold. For that price you
thall have her ; fo gohome and fetch the money.
¢ I have no need to go home for it,” replied the

old
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©ld woman, unloofing a purfe fhe had at heg
girdle, ¢ here is exadtly the fum you demand I* -

Beder was furprifed to find fo thabby a wo=
man thus ready with fuch a large fam. He bid
her put up her money. ¢ Ihave been only banter~
ing you,’ faid he, ¢ my mare is not to be fold.”

"The old man had been witnefs of all that paf=
fed ¢ Son,’ faid he to Beder, ¢ it is neceffary you
fhould know one thing, which { find you are
ignorant of. It is not permitted in this city, for
any one to tell a lie, on painof death. As you
have made a bargain with this old woman, you
muft not refufe to take her money, and deliver
your mare, or you will expofe yourfelf to cer-
tain deftruion. :

The King of Perfia found himfelf obliged to
alight, and give up his mare. In his confufion,
he ftill kept hold of the bridle, long enough for
the old woman to flip it off the mare’s head, and
leave it'in his hand. The old woman then tak-

lﬂg
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3ng wp-fome water-that-ran i the ftreet, threw
it in -the -mare’s face, faying, *-daughter, quit
that beftial form, and reafflume thine own.” The
Queen was immediately reftored, arid Beder was
{otertified wherthe faw her, that he was unablg
o attsmpt to.efcape.

The old woman was the mother of Queen
Labe, and had inftru€ted ‘her in all her magic.
As foon.as the had embraced -her daughter, fhe
caufed a Genie toarife, who taking Bedtr on
-one dhoulder, and the.old woman, with Queen
Labe, on the other; he tranfported-them in a
few minutes to-the palace of the Queen, in the
city of enchantments. 'When they arrived,
Labe,-amidft .many execrations, transformed the

~ Prince into a vile owl, and delivered -him to one
of her attendants, with orders to fhut him upin
a cage, and- keep ‘him without food till-he -pe-
sithed. - .

* "Fhe attendant difregarding the Queen’s com-
:mand, locked wp-the cage in a room where no
other
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other perfon could come, leaving him plenty of
food. She then went to Abdallah, and acquaint-
ed him with the fate of the King of Perfia and
his own danger; Queen Labe having vowed te
deftroy him by next morning.

Abdallah knew the power and the malice of
the forcerefs. He fammoned therefore a Genie,
who imnlnediately conveyed the attendant to the
court of Perfia. By the direction of Abdallah,
fhe told Queen Gulnare in what fituation the
had left Beder. The affe@ionate mother burft
into tears of joy at hearing of her fon. She or-
dered the trumpets to found, the drums to beat,
and caufed proclamation to be made all over the
city, that King Beder was about to return to his
capital. She then, by a certain fumigation, fum-
moned Saleh, and acquainted him with the fitua-
tion of his nephew.

Sakeh aflfembled his troops, and called to his
affiftance the Genies, his allies, who appeared

with their numerous armies.  Gulnare joined
Vou. 1IL - G them,
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them, and they all lifted themfelves up in the
air, and foon poured down on the palace, and
city of enchantments ; where the magic Queen,
her mother, and all the other adorersof fire were
put to death, Beder was again reftored to his
_proper form ; and Abdallah being placed on the
throne of Labe, received for his Queen the at-
tendant who had preferved him and Beder.

This marriage revived the attachment of the

King of Perfia to the lovely Giauhara: and
Saleh defirous of gratifying the wifhes of his ne-
phew, ordered the King of Samandal to be con-
duted to the city of enchantments. The pride
of that Prince had been now {ufficiently hum-
bled : he rejoiced in the opportunity of being re-
fored to his throne, by an alliance with the fa-
mily of his conqueror.

Giauhara obeyed her father without reluc-
tance ; and after apologizing to the King of Perfia
for the fevere treatment which filial duty had
compelled her to offer him, the gave him her

a hand.

"PRN B I
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hand. The nuptials were folemnized with the
utmoft magpificence ; all the lovers of the magic
Queen, now reftored to their priftine forms,
joyfully afifting at them.

THE HISTORY OF GANEM, SON TO ABOU AYOUB»
SURNAMED LOVE’S SLAVE.

Abou Ayoub was a merchant of Damafcus,
who had, by eare and induftry, aequired great
wealth. He had a fon, a very accomplifhed
young man, whofe name was Ganem, after-
wards called Love’s Slave ; and a daughter, who,
on account of her admirable beauty, was named
Alcolomb, or Ravither of Hearts.

Abou Ayoub died ; and amidft immenfe riches,
he left an hundred bales of brocades and other
rich filks, which were ready packed in his ware--
boufes, and marked for Bagdad. Some time after

Ga his
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his death, Ganem refolved to carry thefe goods
to_the xparket they were deftined for; and dif-
_pafe of them among his father’s correfpondents.
He was received by them with great refped,
and foon fold his goods to his fatisfaction.

Ganem employed the time he had to ftay at
Bagdad, till the. return of the caravan, in im-
proving his mind by converfing with the prin-
cipal merchants, and feeing every thing which
was worthy of obfervation. One day, on going
to the Bezeftein, he found all the thops were
fhut ; 'and, on enquiring the caufe, he was told
that one of the merchants, whom he knew, was
dead, and that all his brother traders were gone
to his funeral.

Ganem went to the Mofque, and arrived
there before the prayers were ended: after which
the body was taken up, and followed by the
kindred, and the merchants, whom -Ganem
joined, to the place of burial, which wasata
great diftance from the city. It wasa ftone

firuture,
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#ru&ture, like adome, built purpofely for the fa-
mily of the deceafed. Tents were pitched round
it to receive the company. The monument was
opened, and theorps laid in it, the Imam, and
the otherpriefts, fat down in a ring, and faid the
reft of the prayers: they alfo read the chapters
of the Alcoran appointed for the burial of the
dead ; the kindred and merchants fitting round
in the fame manner behind them.

It was near night before all was ended. Ga-
nem, who did not expect fo long a ceremony,
began to be impatient ; and was more fo when he
faw meats ferved, in memory of the deceafed, ac-
cording to the cuftom of Bagdad. He was alfo
told, that the tents were fet up to prote&t the
company from the evening dews, as they were
not to return to the city before morning. Ga-
nem, who had confiderable property in hishoufe,
was alarmed at this account ; and having eat a
little of the meat, he contrived to flip away from
the company unobferved.

G3 He
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He made all poffible hafte towards the city;
but unluckily miftook his way; nor could he
even find the track to the tents again. In this
fituation, he refolved to take fhelter for the night
in one of the tombs, the doors of which they do
not take much care to fhut faft.

He came at length toa large tomb, before which
grew a palm-tree, Here the young merchant
entered, and laying down, endeavoured to fleep:
but the anxiety he was under at being abfent
from home prevented him. He arofe therefore,
and walked backward and forward before the
door. After fome time, he was ftartled to fee
a light coming towards him. He fhut the tomb,
and climbed up the palm-tree, as his fafeft re-
treat.

_He had fcarce feated himfelf, when he per-
ceived three flaves enter the burial place ; one
of them bearing a light, the other two a large
cheft; which, having dug a hole, they depofited

in
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1 thé earth, and filling up the hole as {mooth as
offible, they departed.

-Ganem concluded that the cheft contained
mething of value; when the flaves were gone,
1d day-light began toappear, he defcended from
re palm-tree, and with much labour removed
ie earth from the cheft, and on opening it, was
nazed to find a young lady of incomparable
:auty, magnificently drefled ; and though her
7es were fhut, evidently alive. Ganem lifted
at the cheft, and the freth air prefently re-
svered her.  When her faculties returned, the
as equally frightened and aftonithed to find
erfelf in a burial place. Ganem approached
er with the utmoft refpe; he exprefled his
)y at having been the means of faving her from
premature grave, and offered to obey her com-
1ands and render her, in any manner the chofe,
1e fervices the ftood in need of. At the fight
f Ganem, the lady covered her face with her
:il.  After hearing his account, and feeing the
1eft, the was at no lofs to comprehend her fitu-
G4 ation,
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ation, or the value of the affiftance the merchant
had rendered her.

But the prefent was no place for explanation;
nor could fhe hefitate to accept the proteCtion
even of a ftranger, when the perils that fur-
rounded her were fo numerous and fo dreadful,
¢ I return thanks to heaven, Sir,” faid fhe, ¢ for
having made you the means of my deliverance:
I will rely on your integrity, and thankfully ac-
cept yonr offer of further help. It is highly ne-
ceffary, both for your fafety and mine, thatI
fhould return to Bagdad unnoticed ; but the drefs -
T wear will attra&t the attention of the people.
‘We muft contrive to manage this matter firft;
and when we arrive at your houfe, I will fully
acquaint you with my fituation.”

After a fhort deliberation, Ganem drew the
cheft out of the pit, which he filled up. He
then placed it in a part of the enclofure where
it was leaft likely to be obferved; and having
perfuaded the Lady to lay down in it again, he.

covered
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tovered it over with loofe boughs, and went into
the city ; he hired the firft muletteer he faw, and
returning to the burial place, affifted him to
slace the cheft on the back of the mule, giving
1im fome plaufible reafon for having depofited
t there. The muletteer was not very curious;
1e carried the cheft to the merchant’s houfe, and
1aving received his hire, went, well fatistied,
about his bufinefs. '

- Ganemhaftened to releafe the lady ; he put her
in poffeffion of his beft apartments, and then left
her to her repofe. Returning fome hours after,
he prefented her with two female flaves, which -
he had bought to attend her, and led her toa
table covered with the choiceft dainties. The
lady by this timme was much recovered, and by
the lively fallies of her wit, completed the con-
queft of Ganem’s heart. The young merchant
had not before felt the power of love, but now
fuffered it to take the moft entire poffefion of
his foul.

When
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When they had dined, and the flaves weré .
withdrawn, Ganem, in reaching over fome fruit
to his gueft, obferved fome golden Jetters on the
edge of her veil, which he requefted fhe would
explain. ¢ Read them,’ faid fhe, taking off her
veil, ¢ they will ferve to introduce my ftory to
you.” The young merchant was fo delighted
with the admirable beauty of his gueft, that for
fome moments he forgot to look at the veil he
held in his hand; but when he read the words,
he was covered - with confufion, for they implied
that the wearer was betrothed to the illuftrious
Caliph Haroun Alrafchid. ¢ Alas! Madam,’
faid Ganem, ¢1 have refcued you from the
grave, and thefe words on your veil condemn
me to it.”

The lady, without noticing this fally of her
deliverer, proceeded to acquaint him with her
ftory. ¢ My name,’ faid fhe, ¢is Fetnah ; which
fignifies a ftorm, and was given me, becaufe it
was predited at my birth, that the fight of -me -
would occafion many calamities. I was, very

' early
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rly in my life, introduced into the palace of the
iph ; who was fo taken with me, that he pre-
ited me with this veil; and had before now
led me to the number of his wives, had not his
dence been required to quell an infurre&ion
a diftant part of his dominions. The partia-
7 of the Caliph raifed me many enemies; the
ief of whom is Zobeide, his firft wife, and for
ong time his favourite. ‘- This violent woman
; taken advantage of his abfence ;- fhe has
ifed my flaves to adminifter a fleepy potion to
,»and during its effect, difpofed of me in the
nner you was witnefs to. When the Caliph
urns he will, I am fure, amply reward the
vice you have done me ; but till then, it is ne-
Tary that T fhould remain in the utmoft pri-
1y 5 as fhould Zobeide know that I have been
ivered, fhe would not only deftroy me, but
u would alfo fall a facrifice to her cruelty and
renge, for having preferved me.’

‘When Fetnah had finifhed her narrative, the
ung merchant replied, with a figh, ¢ Ah!
Madam,
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Madam, your flory has plunged me into the
deepeft defpair. I had prefumed to encourage
hopes which I muft for ever renounce. I will
preferve you here in fecret for your illuftrious lover,
I cannot ceafe to adore you, but will never agaip
prefume to hint my paffion to you. I krow
too well my duty to the commander of the faith-
ful; and that ¢ what belongs to the mafter, is
forbidden to the flave.”

From this time Ganem waited on the lady
with the moft refpetful attention. He never
fuffered a word to efcape him on the fubjet of
his paffion for her ; but his eyes and his a&tions
continually fpoke for him. Fetnah, who had
no affeGtion for thé Caliph, could not refift the
attractions of a handfome young man, who had
been fo materially her benefattor, and whofe love
for her was unqueftionable. She devoted her
whole heart to him; yet they were both re-
ftrained, by a fenfe of duty to the commander of
the faithful, from coming to an explanation.

Ganem




ENTERTAINMENTS. 93

Ganem - often repeating, ¢ what belongs to the
mafter is forbidden to the flave.’

But though no expreflions of affe&tion efcaped
the lips of either of the lovers, yet they paffed
every hour together which was not devoted to
indifpenfible avocations. When they were for
a little time thus divided, Fetnah counted the
hours of Ganem’s abfence ; and he flew with
rapture to her prefence as foon as he could dif-
patch his bufinefs. Several months glided away
in this manner. . At length the young merchant
growing impatient, began to drop hints, inviting
his lovely gueft to retire with him to Damafcus,
and unite her fate with his. Fetnah had almoft
determined to accept his offer, when a little fe-
male vanity, and a well founded, but indifcreet
indignation, put an end to all Ganem’s hopes,
and plunged them both into very fevere cala-
mities. -

Fetnah could not bear that Zobeide fhould
triumph in the fuccefs of her barbarous arts.
‘Without
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Without confidering the confequences to herfelf,
or her proteCtor, fhe determined to lay before
the Caliph the wickednefs of that Princefs. She
requefted Ganem to enquire if the commander
of the faithful was returned, and whether any
notice was taken of her fuppofed death.

Ganem condu&ted thefe enquiries with great
dexterity. He learnt that immediately after
her having been difpofed of in the burial place,
a report of her death had been induftrioufly
fpread all over the city; that Zobeide had cele-
brated her obfequies with great pomp, and had
ereted a maufoleum to receive the body, where
lighted candles were perpetually burning; and
every ceremony performed which cuftom had
appointed for the illuftrious dead.

He heard further, that the Caliph had return-
ed to Bagdad more than a month ; that on his
arrival he had exprefled the utmoft forrow for
the lofs of his beloved Fetnah ; that he caufedthe
ceremonies to be repeated with ftill greater mag-

nificence,
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nificence, and that they were ftill continued.
Prayers and the Alcoran were recited ; and the
Caliph, attended by his officers. in the deepeft
mourning, every day moiflened the earth that
covered the phantom of his love, with his tears.

Fetnah, on receiving this report, drew up a
relation of all that had befallen her. This, by
the help of  Ganem, fhe contrived to lay before
the Caliph. Haroun read the account of his
favourite’s fufferings with furprife and tendernefs,
and with indignation againft Zobeide.  But to-
wards the clofe of her narrative, Fetnah had en-
larged a little too much on the care which Ga-
nem took of her. The manner alfo in which
the fpoke of her deliverer, betrayed to the jea~
lous Prince the ftate of her heart ! ¢ Is.it {o,* ex-
claimed the enraged Caliph? ¢ the perfidious
wretch has been four months with a young
merchant, and dares to boaft of the refpe& he
pays her. Thirty davs are paft fince my return
to Bagdad, and the now bethinks herfelf of tel=

ling
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ling methis news. . Ungrateful creature | while

I have paft the hours in bewailing fer, fhe has

fpent them in betraying me | —Go to, let us take
-yevenge on the falfe woman, and on that bold
.youth who affronts me.’

The Caliph immediately difpatched Giafar
with orders to level Ganem’s habitation with the
ground, and to bring him and Fetnah prifoners
to the palace. = The grand Vizier had no diff
culty in finding out the houfe of the young mer-
chant, which chanced to ftand detatched from
any other. He ordered his troops to furround

-it, that neither he nor Fetnah might efcape.

The inftant Fetnah faw the foldiers pofting
-in a circle round her afylum, the concluded that
her memorial to the Caliph had been attended -
with effes very different from what fhe had ex-
- pe€ted. Though not without alarm on her own
account, her principal concern was for Ganem
Her influence with the Caliph {he trufted could
meet his anger; but to his rage and jealoufy,

her
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ter hoft, her deliverer, would certainly fall a fa- .
crifice.  She haftily explained to Ganem the na-
ture of their fituation, and without liftening to
his defire of ftaying with her and fharing her
fate,. the obliged him to difguife himfelf like a
flave belonging to an eating houfe, and putting
on his head the dithes they had juft eat their
dinner from, fhe opened the door, and difmiffed
him. o

Ygiafar was advancing to the houfe when he
‘met Ganem; but being.deceived by his appear-
ance, he fuffered him to pafs without examina-
tion ; and the foldiersfeeing him go by the grand
Vizier unnoticed, gave him way alfo; he got.
{fpeedily to one of the city gates and efcaped.

When the grand Vizier entered the houfe,
he found Fetnah fitting in a room where there
~were a number of chefts full of the money which
Ganem had made of his goods. The minifter,
in the moft gentle manner, communicated his
smafter’s orders to the lady, who declared herfelf

Vou. IIL H ready
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geady to attend him; but added, that the mer
chant to whom fhe owed her life, had been gone |
above a month to Damafcus. She then befought
Giafar to preferve the chefts which contained her
deliverer’s, property, which he readily under-
took to.do.

The grand Vizier, having given orders for
- deftroying the houfe, conduéted Fetnah to the
. palace, and entering the royal prefence, gave the
-Caliph an account of his proceedings. Haroun
-was fo enraged when he found the young mer-
- chant had efcaped, thathe refufed to fee Fetnah;
he ordered her to be thut up in the dark tower;
a prifon within the walls of the palace, where
.the attendants of the Caliph were punifhed
when they difobliged him, and where he vowed

. +the unfortunate Fetnah fhould end her days. .

‘Not ‘fatisfied with. this vi&im to his fury, the
.enraged Caliph wrate to his coufin-Zinebi, who
held the kingdom of . Syria as his tributary, to
+find out Ganem if poffible, -and fend him pri-
doner to 'Bagdad. .He ordered his houfc there
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fobe plundered and then razed ; and all his near~
eft relations to be led naked through the city for
three days, after which they were to be banifhed
Damafcus; the citizens alfo were forbid te give
‘them fhelter or relief on pain of death.

Zinebi, though he received thefe orders with
great regret, knew his duty te the commander of
the faithful to well to delay obedience. He went
with a few attendants to Ganem’s houfe, where
he found hismether and fifter, retired into adome
they had erected asa tomb for their beloved rela-
tion : of whom as they had heard nothing for a Jong
time, they fuppofed to be dead. Zinebi, having
canfed the hopfe 1o be diligently fearched for Ga-
pem, told the jadies, in the moft gentle manner,
ithat he had incurred the high difpleafure of the
(Caliph, and hinted to them that the refentment
of the commander of the faithful had extended _
itlelf to them. This affeGtionate mother and
fifter were fo rejoiced to hear that Ganem was
alive, that they at firft difregarded the feverities
swhich were denounced againft them. Zinebi,

. Ha - moved
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¢ oved with their piety, took off his robe and co-
. vered them with it, to prote& them from infult:
he then led them out, and gave the fignal for
~,the mob té plunder. - Chefts full of wealth,
“fine Perfian and Indian carpets, and other rich
goods were carried off by the rabble ; after which
the houfe was levelled with the ground, in-the
prefence of the affliGted ladies ; who, having un-
dergone the firft part of their punifhment, were
'convcyed to the ‘palace, where the Queen of
“Zinebi treated them with as much tendernefs -as
“fhe qurf}.

"The next day proclamation was made through
the city of Damafcus of Ganem's offence,and of
<the further - punifhment which-the Caliph had
-ordered - to be infliCted on his relations. The
citizens heard thefe -cruel and unjuft commands
“with the higeft indigmation. They fhut up their
-houfes and fhops, -and avoided the ftreets at the
-time the unhappy‘ladies were led through them.
-Even the officers executed their duty without
ngouf, arid fuffered themrto wear-a loofe robe of

‘horfe
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borfe-hair which fome of their friends had ven-'
tured to provide for them. - The fentence being
fulfilled, they were banithed the city, and the
inhabitants ftrily forbidden to give them any
affiftance.  Notwithftanding this injun&ion,
they were fupplied with apparel and money
by their compaffionate neighbours: and left Da-
mafcus, rejoicing amidft their fufferings that .
their beloved Ganem was yet alive. .

‘While thefe matters paft-at Damafeus, Fetnah :
continued a.clofe .prifoner in: the dark tower.: -
where fhe ceafed not to bewail the fate of her
unfortunate deliverer.. One nightas the Caliph
was. returning - from an .evening perambula-
tiony he.pafled by.the dark tower, and over- -
heard Fetnah lamenting her fituation.  Sie be- -
wailed the ruin of Ganem, and deprecated the -
wrath of -heaven from the Caliph-; whom fhe :
charged in the moft pointed terms with cruelty, .
injuftice, and ingratitude. "

Hj . T Thisis

<
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This_accident caufed the Caliph to recolle®
himfelf. He fent for Fetnah, and cavfed her tor
relate to him all that had befallenher.. She
dwelt much on the obligations flie had to Gae
nem. She praifed the refpeét with which he had
always behaved. ¢ I will not conceal from yout
majefly,” continued fhe, ¢ that at firft he feemed
defirous to devote himfelf to me : but as foon aé
he heard that I had the honour of being accept-
able to you, he exclaimed, ¢¢ that which belongs
to the mafler is forbidden to the flave.”” From
that moment his behaviour was agreeable to fucl
an idea; affiduous, but diftant and refpedHfi.
Notwithftanding which, you, commander of th¢
faithful, know with what rigour you Havé
treated him; and you will anfwer for it beforé
the tribunal of God.”

Though Haroun was violent in his paffions;

* and fometimes gave himfelf up to their influence
too haftily ; yet he loved juftice, and when calar,
was open to conviction. He regretted exceed-
ingly the feverity he had exercifed towards Ga-
Rem,

\
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nem, and was not difpleafed with the franknefs
of Fetnah. ¢ Atleaft,’ faid the humbled Prince,
I'will meet that awful appeal, with having made
every reparation in my power, I will caufe his -
pardon to be publithed throughout my domi-
nions, and will:amply repay his lofles.  This-
is due to his innocence, and to tompenfate for
the miferies I have caufed him and his family to
faffer, 1will give you to him for a wife; .and
make him wealthy beyond his hopes.’.

Fetnah returned the Caliph thanks for his.
juftice; after which fhe was permitted to re-
turn to the apartments {he had formerly poflefs--
ed in the palace; and fhe had the fatisfaltion to
find there all the chefts belonging to Ganem ;
which the -Viaier had taken care to convey thi-
ther. '

Proclamation was- made: all’ over the-domi-« .
nions of the Caliph, declaring the fon of Abou -
Ayoub pardoned, and inviting him to_return to
Bagdad, and reccive the bounty of his fovereign :

‘ Hgy but
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but a long time elapfed without any news of the
young merchant. Fetnah becameexceedingly
unhappy on his account, Befides ufing every.
means of enquiry in her power, fhe went from
mofque to mofque beftowing alms among the de-
votees, and foliciting their prayers.. -

One day, as fhe was talking with a Syndic to
whom fhe had-given alarge fum to be diftributed
among the affficted ; he chanced to mention two.
women whom her bounty had enabled him to
relieve when in a- ftate of great diftrefs. He
fpoke fo much in their praife that Fetnah had a°
defire to fee them. They were introducedto -
her ; and fhe was fo taken with their appearance.
that the enquired with great tendernefs into the-
caufe of that mifery from which they had been
refcued by the good Syndic..

¢ Al# } Madam,? replied the elder ftranger,

¢ a favourite of the Caliph, whofe name is Fet-
nah, is the caufe of all.our misfortunes.” Thefe
words were a thunderbolt to the lady,. who was
‘ ’ fcarce



"ENTERTAINMENTS. 30§

karce able to fupprefs her emotion, while the
tranger proceeded in her ftory, which announce
«d her the.mother of Ganem ; and her fellow
ufferer to be his fifter, the lovely Alcolomb. .

By the time fhe had finithed her ftory, Fet-
1zh was: in. fome degree recovered. She em-
waced the parent of her lover, .¢ I am that
Fetnah,’ faid fhe, ¢ who caufed all your diftrefles, .
out I have it in my power to make you full
amends.” She then related to them all that had
befallen her and Ganem; ani concluded with
faving, that the Caliph was convinced of her
fon’s . innocence, and impat'ent to repair his
wrongs. Having finithed her narrative, fhe
exchanged - embraces with them, and they mu-
tually vowed a lafting friendfhip, .

When Fetnah was about to withdraw, the -
Syndic recommended to her benevolence a young
man who had been juft brought into his houfe,
arid feemed opprefled with forrow, as well as
ilnefs. Fetnah, whofe heart was more tham

ever
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ever difpofed to pity, by the affe@ting interview
fhe had juft had, withed to fee him. On be-
holding him, laying on his bed, his eyes clofed,
his face pale and emaciated, fhe ftarted, and
thought that fhe difcovered, amidft all. this
wretchednefs, the countenance of her beloved
Ganem. She called him fo; but the fufferer.
regarded her not. Grieved and impatient, fhe
exclaimed, ¢ Howam I deceived ! this cannot- |
be Ganem; the fon of Abou Agyoub, howevet
fick, would know the voice of Fetnah.” At that'
name. Ganen (for it was him) opened his eyes;
and feeing his adored miftrefs, attempted to
fpeak ; but his joy was too great.. He funk into
a fwoon; and the condiiion to which Fetnah
was reduced, convinced the Syndic it was necef- -
fary to remove her -from the apartment of his,
patient.

It was nottill feveral daysafter, when Ganem
was much recovered, that the prudent - Syndie
would fuffer another interview between the
lovers, At length he permitted it; and having

propesly
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properly prepared each party, he introduced to
him alfo his mother amd his fiffer.  After the

traniports of their ‘mutual joy had in fome des-
gree fubfided, Ganem told them that having ef-
waped to an inconfiderable village, not far from
Bagdad, hehad continued fafe among the friendly.
peafants; but a ficknefs feizing him, caufed by
his grief and- perturbation, which none of them -
ecould cure ; they had fent him to Bagdad by the
camel-driver, in whofe hands the Syndic found -
him.

Garntem’s mother then related all that had be- -
fallen her and Alcolomb. Even the prefence of
his beloved Fetnah could not prevent the young
merchant from fhedding tears at their fufferings.
He exprefled alfo his apprehenfions left they.
thould fall into the hands of the furious Caliph.
Ketnah prefently removed thofe fears ; but when
fhe added that the commander of the faithful had -
determined to refign her to her lover, in compen--
fation for his fufferings, the joy of Ganem was
inexpreflible,
' The
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. The Caliph was foon informed by Fetnah,
that the vi¢tims of his former ungovernable rage
were in his capital ; the generous Prince rejoiced
that he had at laft an opportunity of making

 thema reparation. He defired Fetnah to lead

the ladies to the palace privately; but ordered
his officers of ftate to wait on Ganem, and cone
du&t him to the palace, with all the marks of re- -

fpect conferred on perfons of the moft honour~
- able chara&ters.

This ceremony over, Ganem was prefented, .
tegether with his mother and fifter to the Caliph.
That Prince had the goodnefs to apologize to
them for what had paft. He gave Fetnah with
his own hand, to her deferving lover. He dif-
miffed Zobeide from his throne, andbanifhed
her his prefence, to punifh her cruelty and trea-
chery, and in her room, received tohis arms the
lovely Alcolomb; whofe beauty was adorned .
with good qualities. ftill more eftimable. .

THR
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THE HISTORY OF PRINCE ZEYN ALASNAM,
.AND -THE KING OF THE GENII.

A Xing of Balfora, who poffeffed great wealth
and was beloved by his fubjefts, “had no chil-
dren, which wasa great afli&tion to him. He
therefore made prefents to all the holy perfons
in his ‘dominions,’ to engage them to beg of hea-
ven to grant him a fon. Their prayers proved
effe€ual. The Queen was happily delivered of
a Prince, who wasnamed Zeyn Alafnam, which
fignifies, ornament of the ftatues.

“The "King cilled all the Aftrologers of the
kingdom to calculate the infant’s nativity. They
found” he would:live ‘long, and be very brave ;
but that all his courage wouild be little enough
-to fupport him through certain difficulties that
‘threatened him. "The King was not difmayed .
-at this predi@tion. ¢ My fon,’ faid he, ¢is not
to be pitied, fince he will be brave. Tt is fit that
*Princes fhouild have a tafte of misfortunes: ad-

verfity
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_werfity tries virtue, and.thence they become the
:ﬁttc: toreign.

As -Zeyn grew up, he difcovered a very good
-difpofition ; and by the care of bis father, acquir- -
-ed every accomplithment. -He had nearly at-
‘tained the age of manhoad when the good old
King fell fick, and.died.

Zeyn was ‘much affi@ed at the death of his .
Aather, whom he fineerely -Joved; hut -time
‘moderating -his grief, he ‘began to.enjay. the
.pleafures of a:throne. ‘He entered into:all the
“follies and vices, which fo often miflead y(mng
-men. ‘He was furrounded with parafites. -

lavithed his treafures on unworthy favoumes,
-whom he beftowed alfo the fisft appointments ia
~his kingdom : and they at once opprefled, and in-
fulted his people. :

"From this delufion he was awakened by two
-circumftances alike diftreffing, and difgraceful.
:He found his treafures diffipated, and his fubje@s

) . . I_;F
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‘Yipe for arevolt. By difmiffing his worthlefs
-companions, and wholly reforming his conduét,
he appeafed his people: but the wafte of his
wealth could not be recalled: and the recoHec-
‘tion of his prodigality rendered him very un-
‘happy.

While thefe thoughts had poffeffion of his
-mind, he dreamt one night, that a venerable old
man came towards him, and-faid, ¢ You'know,
.Zeyn, - that joy and forrow generally-fucceed
«each other. If you would put an end to your pre-
‘fent affliCtion, get up: fet out for Egypt; go to
-grand Cairo, a greater:fortune attends you there,
:than that you have lately diffipated.

‘The Prince, when he awoke in the mortning,
‘refleed on his dream very ferioufly. He re-
folved at length to fet out for-Cairo. This de-
‘termination made it neceflary to commit the
.government of the kingdom to his mother, whe
‘tried in vain, by ferious argument, and by ridi-
«eule to ftop his journey on fo chimerical a bufi-

: nefs;
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nefs; but the appearance of the old man had
made fo great an impreffion on Zeyn, that he was
fully perfuaded his dream was fupernatural.
" Having therefore difpofed of his affairs, he fetout
one night, very privately, and took the road to
Cairo, without fuffering any perfon to attend
him,

After much fatigue he arrived at that famous
city. Being fpent with wearinefs he lay down
at the gate of a mofque, and fell afleep; when
‘he faw the fame old man; who faid to him, ¢
am well pleafed, my fon, that you have givea
credit to my words. I have put you on this long
journey to try if you had refolution. I find you

“deferve 1 fhould make you the richeft manin

the world. Return to Balfora, and you fhall
find immenfe wealth in your palace.’

The Prince was nat well pleafed with this
.dream. He determined to return immediately,
.and rejoiced that he had kept his journey"a fe-
.cret from every body but the Queen, his mother.

‘When
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' when he arrived at his palace, that difcreet
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Princefs did not reprove, or laugh at him, but

* sather confoled him under his difappointment ;

and edvifed him to abftain from all excefles in
future, and turn his thoughts to the good order
of his kingdom, and the happinefs of his fub-
jels.

Zeyn was much relieved by this converfation.
He retired to reft: when he again faw the old
man in a dream, who faid to him, ¢ the time of
your profperity is now come, brave Zeyn. As
foon as you rife in the morning, take a pick-axe,
and dig in your father’s clofet; you will there
find immenfe treafure,

In the morning he haftened to the Queen’s
apartmeit, and with much earneftnefs told her
his new dream. - His mother, finding he again
placed confidence in the vifion, laughed at him.
¢ Go,’ faid fhe, ¢ fearch your father’s clofet dili-
gently, one comfort is, that work is not fo toil-
fome as a journey to Egypt.’

Vou. U, ) The
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The young man withdrew, abathed. He
went notwithftanding to the late King’s clofet,
and fhutting himfelf in, femoved the pavement,
He proceeded todig till he not only fatigued - him-
felf, but began to defpair: when he difcovered a
ftone, and under it a door, which covered a
ftaircafe of white marble. He defcended into a -
room, in each corner of which there ftood ten
large urns of porphyry ftone. The Prince fup-
pofed they were full of wine, but on examining
them, was agreeably furprifed to find they all
contained gold coin ; a handful of which he car- -
ried to the Queen.

That Princefswas aftonifhed at this - account.
Zeyn, conducted her to the chamber where the
urns were ; and as the was obferving every thing
with attention, the efpied a very fmall um of the
fame ftone, which the Prince had not taken notice -
of. On fearching ‘it, they found only a fmall
gold key. ¢ My fon,’ faid the_Queen, ¢ this
key certainly will lead us to fome other treafure.

Let
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Let uslook about ; perhaps we may difcover the
ufe it is defigned for.’

After a diligent fearch they difcovered a key-
hole in one of the pannels of the wainfcoat.
Zeyn tried the key, which opened a door that
led to another chamber, in which were nine pe-
deftals of mafly gold. On eight of thefe ftood
ftatues as large as life, each formed of an entire
diamond of the moft admirable workmanfhip.
The ninth pedeftal redoubled their amazement.
It was covered with a piece of white fatin, oh
which were thefe words: ¢ My fon, it caufed
me much toil to get thefe ftatucs; they are, as
you fee, exquifitely beautiful, and of immenfe
value. But know, there is a ninth which fur-
paffes them all ; that alone is Worth more than a
thoufand fuch as thefe. Would you obtain this
_ incftimable jewel, go to Cairo; and fubmit your-
felf to the inftru&ion of an old flave of mine,

named Morabec, whom you will find without
difficulty.’

[2 Zeyn

o
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Zeyn inftantly declared his intention of going
in fearch of this jewel, and the Queen now ap-
plauded his determination. Having fecured the
treafure’ they had found, the Prince made ready

hic equipage; and, attended by a few flaves, fet
off for Caira,

He foon found Morabec, who lived in great
folendour. Zeyn related to him all that had be-
fallen him; which, when Morabec had heard,
he fell at his feet; ¢1 am convinced,’ faid he,
¢ from your account, that you are the fon of my
royal mafter: and as I never received my free-
dom from him, I, and all that I poffefs are yours.”
I now, replied Zeyn, give you your freedom, and
renounce all right to your wealth. 1 afk in
return, that you will zealoufly affift me, till I
have gained the ninth ftatue.’

Morabec gratefully acknowledgedthe Prince’s
generofity, and promifed to attend him. ¢ The
enterprife,” faid he, ¢ will.abound with danger,
and fatigue. Repofe yourfelf here, for fome

Lme,
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fime, and wc will then undertake it.” Zeyn
relutantly complied: but after a very little while
he became impatient. ¢ J came not to Cairo,’
faid he, to his friend, ¢ to indulge myfelf in reft
and amufements ; but to obtain the ninth ftatue.’
Morabec praifed his fpirited difpofition, and or-
dered a proper equipage to he got ready: the
Prince and he then performed an ablution, and:
the prayer which is called Farz; after which:
they fet out... )
€ .
" After feveral days tmvellmg, they arrived at a.
delicious grove, where Morabec caufed the whole
npany to ﬂﬁhl . Zeyn and he, delivered
o theif. horfes to the care of their attendants,
whom they ordered"to wait their return.  They
fet forward on foof, and as they proceeded, Mo-
.zabec cautioned the Prince to. call forth all his
courage. ¢ Weare now,’ faid he, ¢ approaching
the dreadful place where the ninth ftatue is kept,
and fhall very foon come to a lake  When we
draw near the banks of it, you will fee a boat ap-
proach, Wiuch is enchanted, and belongs to the: N
. I3 King:
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King of the Genii. We fhall be taken into this
boat, and ferried over the lake ; but you mutft be
areful not to exprefs the leaft fear at the fight
of the waterman, bowever hideous he may be;
‘por muft you utter a fingle word, while we are
embarked, or the boat will inftantly fink.

Zeyn promifed an exa& obedience to thefe
injun&ions. They prefently came to the lake,
and found the boat ready to reccive them. It
was made of red fandess, had a maft of amber;*
and a fatin flag; but the waterman was mon-
frous and terrible. He had the head of an ele-
phant, and the body of a tygeg.~ Zeyn drew nega
him with great intrepidity. He lifted the Prince.
firft, and then Morabec into the boat, with his
trunk; conveyed them over the lakein a mo-
ment; and putting them on fhore in the fame
manner, immediately vanithed.

¢ Now,’ faid Morabec, ¢ we may talk: I con-
gratulate you on that fortitude, and felf-com-
mand, which you have difplayed, aud for which-
yow
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you will foon have ftill greater occafion. We are
now on an ifland which belongs to the King of
e Genii. Look around you, and enjoy as we
1o forward the furpaffing beauties of this delight~
ful place.  Zeyn faw with admiration, the en-
‘hanting profpe@. The fields were finely dif-
sofed, and adorned with all forts of odoriferous
slants and flowers; the trees were laden with
he moft delicious fruit; the air was uncome
motily foft and pleafant; and the harmonious
fongs of numberlefs birds, many of which were
peculiar to that ifland, enlivened the beautiful
fcenes around them. The Prince, though very
greatly pleafed with what he beheld, urged his
tompanion to haften forward on the great bufi-
nefs they had undertaken.

At length they came to 2 palace built of eme-
ralds ; before the gate, which was of mafly gold,
there ftood a company of Genii, who guarded
the entrance with clubs of China fteel. The
Gght of thefe terrific centinels did not in the
leaft check the ardour of the Prince: He was

14 prefling
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preffing forward, when Morabec caught him by
the hand, and told him that fomething more
than human virtues or talentswas now neceffary; !
He then.drew from a purfe, four long firipes of
yellow taffety ;. one he put about his middle,
- and the other on his back: giving the remaining;
two to the Prince, who did the fame with them..
Morabec then fpread twa large cloths on the:
ground ; and fprinkling the borders of them with
precious ftones, mufk,and amber,.he feated him»-
felf in the midft of one of them ;. and direGed’
Zeyn to place himfelf in the fame manner on
the other. ¢ I will'now,’ faid he, *conjure the:
King of the Genii, who lives in the palace before
‘us, that he may come to us peaceably: I am not
without apprehenfion, as to the reception he may
choofe to give us.. If our coming here is dif-
pleafing to him, he will appear in the fhape of”
a horrible monfter: in which cafe you muft fit
ftill, and keep an entire filence, notfuffering the
leaft found to efcape you.. If he is favourably
difpofed towards us, he will come in the fhape
of a handfome young man. You will then, as

foon
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hn.asﬁhe appears, rife and 'fa’ute hiin, with alF
poffible refped ;. and tellhim the bufinefs which
brings ydu hither. But rzlne efpecial care not to
fiep off yogr cloth, or you will certainly perith.”

Morabe¢, having thgmﬂm&ed the Prince,
‘ his conjuration. Immediately their eyes
were dazzled with, a flath of lightning, which
was ﬁ)}lowmd by moﬁ tremendous thunder: the
whofe ifland *was covered with a hideous dark-
nefs: a ftorm of wind blew : a dreadful cry was
heard : and the ifland was- {haken by an earth-
qu'a.lic, {fuch: as Afrafyel is.to.caufe on the day of
Judgment.

The fteady foul of the Prince was a little
flartled at thefe awful appearances; which he
began to-confider as very ill omens.. Morabec
perceived what paft in-his mind, and affured him
that all was well. At that inftant the King of
the Genii appeared;. as a very handfome .man ;.
yet there was a fternnefs in his ar..

As
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At foon as Prifice Zeyn had paid his compliv
ments, and related what he came in féarch of,
the King of the Genii, fmiling, anfweted,. ¢ my

“fon, I loved your father, and have no lefs kind-
nefs for you. The ftatues you found were pre-
fented to him by me;; #ad I promifed him to re-

.ceive you into my protection. I caufed himgo

write a few days before he died, that whlch you
read on the piece of white fatin. I gppeamd to you
in your dreams as an old man: and have been
* the caufe of all that hath happened to you. I
intend to give you what you feek, if you prove
worthy of it: and the teft muft be this.  You
mutft engage, on your oath, to find out afmﬁdin
her fifteenth year, who has never known man,
for defired to do fo. She muft be perfectly beau-
tiful: and you, fo much mafter of yourfelf, as
not even to wifh to deprive me of her: but you
muft yourfelf condu her hither.’

Prince Zeyn took without hefitation, the cath
that was to required- him. ¢ But, Sir,” faid he,
¢ how fhall I know when I have met with fuch

a majd.’
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ammid.’—¢ It is true,” replied the King of the
Genii, ¢ that knowledge is above the fons of
Adam. Take therefore this looking glafs; if on
the maiden looking at it, it appears fullied, it will
be a certain fign, that fhe has not been always
undefiled; or, at leaft, that fhe has withed to
ceafe being fo.  You have now a certain crite-
rion. Be diligent in your fearch, and forget
not the‘?.h you have taken; but fulfil it, &
becomes a man of honour.” e

The Kigg of the Genii having delivered the
miwor'to Zeyn, gave him and Morabec permif-
fion to depart. They returned to the lake. The
_waterman, with the elephant’s head, brought
his boat, and ferried them over. They joined
their fervants, and returned to Cairo.

- When the " Prince had refted a few days, he
began to apply himfelf diligently to perform his
engagement with the King of the Genii. By
the affiftance of an intriguing old woman, whom
Morabec introduced to him, Zeyn obtained ac-

cefs
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ecfs to all the beautiful’ young women in the
court, and city of Cairo. He faw many,. of the
moft exquifite beauty; but when he confulted
his mirror, that fatal touchftone of their virtue,
it always appeared fullied..

Zeyn, thus difappointed, refolved to feek
elfewhere for that purity which was not tobe
found in Cairo. He travelled to dad, at-
tended. by Morabec ; and, as he wi to be
much known, to forward his enquiries, he took
a handfome palace,. and lived in. fplendo;u',

""There refided in that quarter of the- city an
Iman, whofe name was Boubekir, a vain,
haughty, envious old man; he hated the rich
only becaufe he was poor; and, under the ap-
pearance of an auftere and rigid virtue, he
indulged his ill-nature in railing at the luxury
ef thofe who were in profperous circumftances.
‘By this hypocrify, and by often haranguing the
people, when in the mofque, he had aequired
confiderable influence, which he ufed” with

much
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auch art, to gratify the malignity of his dif-
sfition.

The magnificence of Prince Zeyn foon ren-
dered him-obnoxious to this Iman, which was
encreafed by the Prince taking no-notice of him.,
Boubekir took an opportunity of addreffing the
people, one evening after prayers; and by fly
infinuations, and charges half fuppreffed, he
irritated them againft the fpendthrift firanger, as
he called him. He hinted the neceffity of giving
notice to the council of Zeyn’s manner of
living, left, if any thing fhould be proved againft
him, the Caliph fhould be difpleafed with their
inattention. In fhort, he fo cajoled the af-
{embly, that they agreed to prefent a memorial

againft Zeyn to the, council ; and gave dxreéhons
) l&ﬁcer to prepare it.

FortunatélyMombec was at prayers, and, re-
maining unnoticed among the crowd, he heard all
‘that paffed. :He :immediately haftened home;
and, putting five hundred pieces of gold intoa

purfes
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purfe, he went to the houfe of the Iman. Bow
bekir received him with his ufual aufterity,
and furlily afked what he wanted? ¢ Dotor,’
replied Morabec, with an obliging air, and at
the fame time putting the purfe into his hand,
¢ I am your neighbour, and your fervant; I
come from Prince Zeyn, who lives juft by ; he
has heard of your worth, and defires the pleafurg '
of your acquaintance.” As foon as the purle
reached the hand of the Iman, his rigour melted
away. ¢ Be pleafed, Sir,’ faid he, ¢ to beg the
Prince’s pardon for me ; I am afthamed I have
aot yet been to wait on him, but I will atone for
that fault to-morrow.” '

Next day, after morning-prayer, Boubekir
faid to the affembly, ¢ You know, brethren,
that no man is without enemies; and that énvy
always purfues the fortunate and meritorious.
The ftranger I fpoke to you about yefterday, is
no ill man, as fome malicious people would
have perfuaded me ; but a young prince, poffeffed
of many virtues, It would be dangerous, as

well
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well as indecent, for us to make a bad report of
him to the Caliph.’

. Boubekir having thus done away the unfavoure
able impreffion he had himfelf made on the peo-
ple, concerning Zeyn, waited on the Prince, -
who gave him a courteous reception. Mora-
bec, judging that fuch a bufy man was likely to
know the chara&er of his fellow-citizens, advifed
Zeyn to acquaint the Iman with the fearch he
was making; nor was he miftaken. When
Boubekir heard the relation he cried, out, ¢ that
if there was fuch a virgin in the world, he
knew her.’ In fa&, the Iman, now become
Zeyn’s zealous adherent, introduced the Prince
to a young lady, the daughter of a Vizier, whofe
beauty aftonifhed the young King of Balfora;
and, on pulling out his mirror, to try if the
maid was as chatte as fair, he had the fatisfaltion
to find it remained unfullied.

Zeyn having at laft fuceedel in his difficult
fearch, demanded the young lady of her father
in
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3n marriage. The Vizier gladly confented : the
nuptials were celebrated with fplendour. Zeyn
loaded his new father-in-law with the moft coftly
prefents ; nor was Boubekir forgotten.  'When
the company were difmiffed, Morabec advifed
his mafter to fet out immediately for Cairo, and
to proceed with all diligence to the ifland of the
King of the Genii.

Zeyn did not liften to this advice with his
Aifual complacency. Morabecfound him firangely
balancing whether he fhould keep his engage-
ment with that King, or condué€t his charming
bride to Balfora, in defiance of him. In vain
Morabec pleaded the value of the ninth ftatue,
" which would reward his fidelity : in vain he de-
{cribed the power of the King, and cautioned
the Prince to dread the confequences of his difo-
bedience. The charms of the lovely virgin had
taken too full poffeffion of his heart, for him to
be allured by avarice, or intimidated by danger;
and the thought of facrificing her to a Genius,
opprefled him with grief and indignation.

But
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But to the call of honour, and to the fan&ity
of an oath, Zeyn could not refufe to liften:
Morabec pointed out thefe obligations, and ad-
fored the Prince to fubdue his paffions, and
fulfil his engagement. ¢ Well then,’ exclaimed
he, ¢ 1 yield to thefe cruel obligations: let us fet
out with all hafte for this fatal ifland: and de
you conceal the lovely maid from my fight,
Perhape I have already feen too much of her.’

‘They fet cut accordingly, Zeyn- earefully re-
fraining from the fight of his bride all the way..
On their arrival at the ifland, it became neceffary
g0 acquaint the young lady with her deftination.
‘The grief and defpair {he exprefled, on receiving
she information, was 2 new and.fevere triat of -
the Prince’s fortitude.  He perfevered notwith-
fanding, and prefented her to the King of the
Genii. The fovereign of {pirits, having gazed at
her for fome-time very earneftly, ordered his at-
tendants to convey her into the caftle, and turn~
ing to Zeyny, who cauld fcarcely conceal his dif-
trefs, the King commended his integrity and re-

Vou. IH, K folution,.
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folution. ¢ Tam,’ faid he, *fully fatishied with -
.your behaviour. Return to your dominions;
-and when you enter the fubterraneous room,
-where the eight ftatues are, you fhall find the
-ninth, which I promifed you.’

Zeyn coldly thanked the King of the Genii;
and' having taken leave of him, returned to Bal-
fora. He approached his capital, overwhelmed .
with affli¢ion for the lofs of his bide; and une
eeafingly condemning himfelf, for having been

- the caufe of her misfortane.

On his arrival he went direily to give his
mother an account of his journey. She was in
raptures to hear he had obtained the ninth ftatwe.
¢ Let us go, my fon,” faid fhe, and fee :it

dmmediately; no doubt it is already in the
chamber under ground, fince the King of the
Genii promlfcd you fhould find it thete.

Thecugh Zeyn’s defire of poﬂ'eﬂing the mnth
fatue was much abated, or rather forgotten,
‘through
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through his exceffive grief; yet he had too much
refpe& for his mother to delay attending her
to the fubterraneous apartment; but how great
was their wonder, when, inftead of a diamond
ftatue, they found on the ninth pedeftal, a moft
‘beautiful virgin, whom the Prince knew to be
the fame he had conduted to the ifland of the
Genii ! before they could recover their furprife,
a loud clap of thunder fhook the palace, and the
Xing of the Genii appeared before them.

Zeyn’s mother was much terrified, but the
King foon difpelled her fear. ¢ Madam,’ faid -
he to her, ¢I prote& and love your fon; yet it
~was proper 1 fhould try whether he deferved my
partiality, before I gave him the beft gift in my
power. I had the pleafure to find him poffefied
of many, and great virtues ; and though I know
- he did not punctually keep his word with me, I
am too well acquainted with the frailty of human
nature, to wonder that the charins of this beau-
tiful virgin made him waver in his fidelity.’—
- ‘Then turning to the Prince, he faid, ¢ Live
' Ka happy,
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happy, Zeyn, with this young lady, who is yout
wife, love her, and her only, and I will be an-
fwerable for her fidelity.  This—this is the
ninth ftatue, which I defigned for you, and it is
mfinitely more precious than all the reft: for be
affured there is nothing on earth to'be compared
"' value with a virtuous and lovely woman.’

“THE HISTORY OF CODADAD, AND HIS
BROTHERS

There reigned formerly, in the city of Har.
ran, a King called Zaphnah. He was beloved by
his fubjects, and wanted nothing to complete his.
happinefsbutan heir. Though he had many of the
fineft women in his feraglio, yet he was deftitute
of children. .He continually prayed to Heaven -
for them; and one night the prophet appeared to
him in hisfleep, and faid, ¢ Zaphnah, thy prayers |
are heard, and thou haft obtained thy defires.

Go
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Go into thy garden, when thou wakeft; gather
a pomegranate, and eat as many feeds as thou
chufeft, and thy wifhes fhall be accomplithed.’

In the morning the King obeyed thefe direc-
tions. Having returned thanks to Heaven, he
went into the garden, where he took fifty pome-
granate feeds, which he counted and eat. Zaph-
nah had fifty wives, whoall of them fhortly after
proved with child; though one of them named
Pirouze fhewed no appearance of it. The King
was {o difgufted with her on this account, that
he determined to put her to death. Buthis
Vizier, who had great influence over him, and
awas very humane, interceded fo firongly for hes,
that Zaphnah fuffered himfelf to be overcome.
8 Her barrennefs,’ faid he, ¢ is a mark of the dif-
pleafure of Heaven. Let her live; but let her
depart my court. My coufin, the Prince of Sa~
maria fhall receive her. If fhe is with child,
let me know it on her delivery ; if not, letme
fever hear her name again.’

K3 Pirouze
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Pirouze was fent accordingly to the court
of Samaria. In due time the other niné
and forty ladies were each delivered of a
prince, and while Zaphnah was rejoicing at thefe
events, news arrived that Pirouze had alfo pro-
duced a fon, whofe beauty the Prince of Samaria
praifed in the higheft terms.

Though Zaphnah was much pleafed at the
birth of his fiftieth fon, yet being athamed of
the feverity with which he had treated his mo-
thér, he determined not to recall her to Harran,
He fent her compliments of congratulation ; but
at the fame time defired his coufin would give
the child the name of Codadad, and carefully
fuperintend his education ; fufficiently fhewing by
thefe orders, that he did not intend foon to- re-
call Pirouze and her fon _to his court.

" The Prince of Samaria performed his office
with the greateft attention. Codadad, under
his tuition, became one of the moft accomplithed
of Princes. As he grew up, he began to be im-

patient




ENTERXTAINMENTS. 138

petient to vifit his father’s court, and finding,
when he had reached his eighteenth year, that
Zaphnah exprefled no defire to fee him; he
threw himfelf at his mother’s feet, and befought
her permiffion to go to Harran. ¢ I will prefent
myfelf,’ faid he, ¢ to my royal father, without
difcovering myfelf to him. I will offer him my
fervices; poffibly I may be fo fortunate as t
wmerit his efteem ; and he will then receive me as
his fon without relu@ance.”

Pirouze approved of his refolution, and Co-
dadad left Samaria accordingly. 'When_he ar-
rived atthe city of Harran, he offered his fervices
to the King. Zaphnah, ftruck with his appear-
ance, and perhaps moved by a natural {ympa-
thy in his favour, readily accepted of them. It
was not long before Codadad had an opportu-
nity to fignalize his bravery in fuch a manner,
as to gain the high approbation of the King, and
the applanfe of the whole army; nor were his
other talents lefs confpicuous.  Zaphnah’s af-
feftion for him encreafed daily. He admired his

K 4 difcourfe,
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difcourfe, ever full of wit and wifdom ; and at
length, to fhew how much he approved of his
admirable talents, he appointed the young ftran-
ger governor of his forty-nine fons, though he
was apparently of the fame age with themfelves.

The Princes had before feen with a jealous
®ye the progrefs Codadad daily made in their
father’s favour. This appointment encreafed
their envy and hatred. They received him with
- the appearance of refpe& ; but bad already plan-
ned his deftruction.

After a few days, they came together to their
new governor, and requefted his permiffion to
“take a day’s hunting ; refolving to go to fome
ather city, and ftay there, in hope that their
father mould revenge their fuppofed lofs on his
new favourite, and put him to death, Codadad
granted their requeft ; but was much furprifed
to find that none of them returned in the even-
ing. His alarm encreafed when the next day,
and the day following paffed, and the princes
: fill
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il continued - abfent.  On the fourth 'day the
king enquired of Codadad where his fons were?
and why he had not feen them for feveral days?
The unfortunate governor was obliged to tell
the truth. Zaphnah, as the princes had fore-
feen, was exceedingly enraged. ¢Is it thus,
indifcreet ftranger,” faid he, ¢that you begin
to difcharge the important truft I have com-
mitted to you ! Go, find my fons immediately,
or exped to feel the utmoft weight of my refeat-
ment.’ . -

‘Codadad, though much aflited, thought him-
felf fortunate to have efcaped fo well out of the
king’s prefence. He went home, and having
armed himfelf, and put on the difguife of a
fhepherd, he left the cit);, and fet forwards in
fearch of his brothers.

After many.days fpent in vain, he arrived at

a plain of great extent, in the middle of which
was a palace of black marble.  When he drew
near, he faw at one of the windows, a moft
: ‘besutiful
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beautifal lady, who was evidently in great af-
fliGion. As foon as the faw him, fhe called
out, faying, ¢ alas, young man! get away as
faft as poffible from this fatal place, or you will
fall into the hands of the monfter who inhabits
it. A cruel black giant, who feeds chiefly on
human fléfh, refides in this palace : he feizes on
all perfons whofe ill fortune conduds them tp
this plain, and 4huts them up in his dark dun-
goon; from whence they ate never let out, but
to be devoured by him.’

Codadad was very earneft to know who his
fair informer was, and whether he could not re-
leafe her out of the caftle. I fell into thé
hands of this barbarian yefterday only,” replied
fhe. ¢ He deftroyed my férvants, but faved me,
I fear, for a more dreadful fate. You, generous
ftranger, can yield me no affiftance. Fly with
all fpeed : the monfter is not far off; and you
will be fortunate if your utmoft hifte can fave
you.’

She
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" She had fcarce uttered thefe words when the’
Mack appeared. He was a man of ehormous
fize, and dreadful afpe&®, mounted on a mighty’
Tartar horfe, and wore fuch a large and weighty
fcymitar, that no one but himfelf could ufe it.
The prince was a good deal ftartled- at his ap-
pearance, but drew his fcymitar, and ftood upon
his defence. The giant, defpifing fo weak an
adverfary, called out to him to furrender, with
a mixture of real {corn and affeGted gentlenefs :
but Codadad foon convinced him he was no
defpicable enemy; for running brifkly up to
him, he gave him a violent cut on the knee.
The black, feeling himfelf wounded, gave fuch
a dreadful fhriek as made all the plain refound.
He grew enraged, foamed at the mouth, and
raifing himfelf in his ftirrups, ftruck at Codadad
with his dreadful fcymitar, which muft have
deftroyed him, if he had not with great dexte~
rity avoided it. The fcymitar made a gre‘at
hiffing in the air ; but before the giant could re-
cover himfelf, the prince aimed a noble blow at
his right arm, and cut it off. The fcymitar fell

.9 ww
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with the hand that held it ; and the giant, lofing -
his feat through the extremity of the pain, made
the earth quake with his fall. Codadad ran up
to him, and completed the victory by chopping
off his enemy’s head. . The lady, who had been
a fpetator of the combat, fecing the giant de-
firoyed, gave a fhout for jov ; and then called
out to the conqueror to fearch the pockets of the
flain, and fecure the keys of the caftle.

Codadad having followed her advice, opened
the firft door, where the lady met him, and
would have embraced his knees for her deliver-
ance, but he prevented her. He had now lei-
fure to contemplate her beauty; and was re-
joiced that he had been able to do fo eflential a
fervice to fo lovely a woman. Their converfa-
tion was interrupted by difmal cries and groans.
Codadad looked round to find whence they pro-
ceeded, when the lady, pointing to 2 litte door,
faid, ¢ There is the place where a number of
unhappy men are ‘confined, who were deftined
for the food of the cruel wretch you have de-

.. frroged
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firoyed. -Every day he drew out one to be de-
vaured.’ ¢ It is an addition to my joy,” replied the
prince, © that I am the means of faving fo many
unfortunate perfons from fuch a dreadful end,
Come with me, madam, and fhare in the pleas
fure of giving them their liberty.” '

Codadad and the Iady went accordingly to the
little door, when the prince put a key into the
lock, which proved to be 2 wrong one. Al the
prifoners, fuppofing it was the giant, fent forth
groans and Iamentations. Codadad made hafte
to change the key, and having opened the door,
defcended amongft them. He began to unchain
‘thofe who were neareft to him, and made them
underftand that he had flain their enemy, and
was come to fet them free. As the report
fpread among the prifoners, fhouts of a very dif-
ferent nature rent the cavern.  Thofe firft un-
chained fet free others, and in z very little time
they were all at Liberty ; and leaving the dune
geon, afcended joyfully to light and life,

When
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‘When they were come into the court, they
returned thanks to-their deliverer, in. terrg be-
-eoming thofe who had received fo great a bene-
fit. Codadad’s joy was unbounded when he
_found among the prifoners, the nine and forty
princes his brothers. He embraced them with -
the fincereft affeCtion ; not without ahxiety till -
.he found every one of them was fafe: and they,
.on their part, gave their deliverer all the praifeg
he deferved. i

: .Thq,ﬂavc.s of the giant, when they found their
Jmafter. was flain, fled away through by-ways,

known only to themfelves. Codadad found the
.caftle filled w:th the wealth the gianthad plun-
.dered from the caravans. All this treafure he
.divided among the prifoners, who found horfe
.and camels in the ftables fufficient to carry away
the merchandize ; and having again returned
.thanks to their_generous benefator, every man
.fet forward on his return bome.

‘When
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When they were: ‘gone, ‘Codadad atked the
lady what place fhe defigned to go to ; offering
to conduct her wherever fhe chofe. ¢Iam,
repliedfhe; ¢ of a country far remote from hence ;
and muft own to you I have left that country
for ever. After the obligations I owe you, Sir,”
faid fhe, addrefling herfelf to Codadad, ¢ I will not
vonceal my fituation from you. Iam a king’s
daughter. An ufurper has poflcflcd himfelf of
my father’s throne, after having murdered hxm
and I have been forced to ﬂy for my life. -

THE HISTORY OF THE PRINCESS OF DERY=
ABAR,

" ‘There is in a certain xﬂand,a great city called
Deryabar. It was long governed by a potent
and virtuous king, whofc daughter I am.

Not many years after my birth, as he was
hunting, he efpied a.wild afs, which he chaced.

. Being an eager fport{man, he outrode his com-
; pany, and purfued his game alone till night
drew
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drew on. He then alighted, and tock fhelter
at the edge of & wood.- 'When it became dark,
he difcovered a fire at fome diftance among the
trees, whichh made him ¢onclude fome village
- -was not far off. But he found the light pro-
‘ceeded fronr a harge fire, kindled in an open hut,.
in which fat a dreadful giant. He had a large
pitcher of wine before him, and was roaﬁing a
bullock whale, from which he now and then
cut flices and eat them. In another part of the
hut there fat a beautiful woman, feemingly abe
forbed in grief; her hands were bound, and at
her feet lay a child of two or three years old,.

. . My father contemplated thisfcene with indig-
nation ; but the Giant was evidently too. power-
ful to be coped with by him alone, and ne-other
means of delivering the priloners occurred to him
at that moment. 'While he meditated on thefe
matters, the Giant having emptied the pitcher,
and devoured about half of the bullock, turned
to the women and faid, ¢ why will' you, beauti-
ful Princefs, oblige me to treat you with fo much

feverity ?



ENTERTAINMENTS. 148

feverity ? It is in your power to be happy. If you
will but receive and return my love, 1 will !
¢ Hideous fatyr,’ interrupted the lady, ¢ Ifhall ne-
ver ceafe to abhor you. You will always be a
monfter in my eyes.” She added fo many re-
proaches, that the giant grew enraged. ¢ This
is too much,’ cried he in a furious tone ; ¢ your
hatred, madam, has produced mine. I will no
longer folikit your favours, but will punifh your
infults by depriving you of life.” Having faid
this, he drew his fcymitar, and would undoubt-
edly have put his threats in execution, if my
father had not let fly an arrow, which pierced
the giant’s breaft, fo that he dropt down dead.

My father entered the hut, and unbound the
lady’s hands ; who returned$,him abundant
thanks for his timely deliverance. In anfwer
to his enquiries, fhe told him, that fhe was the
wife of a captain of a band of Saracens, who in-
habited the fea coaft. ¢ This wretch, continued
fhie, was one of his principal officers. He fell
defperately in love with me, which he took care

Vou. III, L to
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eonceal, till an opportunity offered, a few days,

ago, to feize me and my child. To avoid pur-
fuit, he penetrated far into the country ; and
though he ceafed not continual folicitations, yet
he never offered me any violence till this mo-

ment, when it pleafed heaven to deliver me from

him by your means.’

¢ My father faid every thing- in his power to
comfort the lady. The next day, being fortu-
nately joined by fome of his retinue, he con-
du&ted her and her child to the court of Derya-

bar. He immediately fent a meflenger to the.

country of the Saracens, to acquaint the captain
that his wife and her fon were in fafety. This
meflenger ftaying longer than was expected, fe-
veral others were difpatched at different times ;
but none of them ever returned. My father
therefore determined to fend no more but to
bring up the boy with care, and take the lady
into his prote&tion ; with which fhe was well
fatisfied. ' '

¢ That



ENTERTAINMENTS. ' 147

" ¢ That boy, that ungrateful viper, was the
caufe of all my misfortunes. As we were near
of an age, and my father always fhewed great
kindnefs to him, he took it into his head, when
he arrived at manhood, that his protector in-
tended to give me to him for a wife. Fora-
while he waited in hope his patron would meet’
his wifhes ;- during which time he took pains to-
ingratiate himfelf with all ranks of people ; and"
when he found-that he had formed to himfelf a
confiderablé party, and that my father talked of
giving me toa neighbouring prince, he threw off
the mafk, and boldly demznded my hand in
marriage. -

¢ My father, who was now grown old, re-
ftrained hisindignation at the young man’s info~
lence, and contented himfelf with giving him a -
flat denial.'.  The: vain fellow forgot his obliga-
tions to his preferver. He confidered this refufal
as-a mortal afffoat, and giving way to his i1ciz-
nation, he determined on revenge. He put him-
folf on -a fudden at the head of his partizans ;
- L2 : cruelly
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cruelly murdered his venerable benefa&or; and
~ caufed himfelf to be proclaimed king of Derya-
" bar. His next care was to have feized me ; but
" the grand Vifier, a faithful old fervant, finding
it impoffible to make head againft the ufurper,
hurried me from the palace aboard a fhip that-
was ready to fail, and delivered me out of his
hands. ' :

-

¢ The grand Vifier intended to have carried me
to the court of the prince who was to have been
_ my hufband, not doubting but he would be eafily
excited to expel the traitor, and revenge my fa-
ther’s death. But providence did not grant fuc-
cefs to a refolution we thought fo juft. A vio-
lent ftorm drove our fhip about for many days.
At laft fhe bulged on a rock. In the horror of
my fituation I loft my fenfes, and I can only
tell you, that when I recovered I found myfelf
thrown on the fhore, on a part of the wreck.
Every one elfe on board, I have no doubt, pe-
tifhed in the fea.

‘In
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* In this fituation T wasfoand by the king of
the country, who chanced to be riding that
way. Every affiftance was given to me, and
when I had recovered, and related my ftory, the
king, who was much taken with me, frankly
offered to make me amends for the throne I had
oft by fharing bis own with me.

¢ The king was young and amiable ; and
though my iHnefs and affliction had prevented
my having received any great impreffion from
him, gratitude compelled me to accept his offer.
Preparations were making for our nuptials,
when in the midft of this joyful buftle, a neigh-
bouring prince made a defcent by night upon
‘the ifland, and threw every body inte confufion.
“The king ordered his-troops to be got together,
intending to put himfelf at their head ; but be-
ing anxious for my prefervation, he haftened
firft with me into a beat, intending to land me
on a fmall ifland adjoining, and to return imme-
diately. Unfortunately the current and the
wind fet firongly from the thore, fothatina

L3 fhort



150 " ARABIAN NIGHTS

fhort time we were driven out to fea, . without
hope of recovering the ifland.
-In thisdiftrefs we thought ourfelves fortunate

‘when we efpied a fhip coming towards us; but
we foon found our miftake. The crew confifted
.of a dozen armed pirates, They bound the
king in a chain, and then being attrated by my
\youth and beauty, each claimed me for himfelf,
The difpute ran fo high, that they proceeded to
.blows. They fought till only one remained alive;
who having thrown .overboard-the bodies of his
.ecompanions, came up to me, and faid, ¢ you are
sow mine ; be not alarmed. I have no defign
0 take any liberties with your perfon, which I
here vow to holdfacred.” I wasgreatly rejoiced
.t this unexpeted declaration. ¢ Ah, Sir,” faid
I, ¢ complete your generolity by unbinding my
‘bufband, and fetting us on.fhore.” I-was about
to have declared who he was, but the pirate
rifing haftily, caught hold of the prince, and
:threw him, bound as he was, into the fea.

€ A‘t
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¢ At this terrible event I fwooned away; and
when I recovered would have jumped overboard
after the Prince, if the pirate had not prevented
me. He then explained to me the motive of that
promife which T had fo unfortunately attributed
to virtue and honour. ¢ I'intend,’ faid he, ¢ to
take ‘;'ou to Cairo, and prefent you to a great
Emir, my patron, to whom I have long pro-
mifed a beautiful female flave. Have I not then
acted kindly by your hufband ? would not his af-
fli¢tion have been infupportable to have feen
you in the arms of my friend ’

¢ Expoftulation was in vain. I had only to
comfoit myfelf that his attachment to his patron -
fecured me from perfonal infult.  We landed
foon after ; the pirate purchafed camelsand flaves,
and fet off with me for Cairo.

¢ We had been feveral dayson the road, when
yefterday, as we were croffing this plain, the
black giant whom you have juft flain furprifed
us. Having deftroyed the pirate and his flaves,
Lg ’ he
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e brought me to the caftle and invited me-to
~ eceive his embraces; but finding me more dead
than alive from terror, he defifted from his en-
treaties, and gave ‘me till this evening to recon-
cile myfelf to his propofal : Fortunately for me,
you, gallant Prince, have extricated me froma
fituation worfe than death”

“When the Princefs had ended the recital of
her adventures, the Princes all joined in condol-
‘ing her misfortunes, and Codadad offered to re-
céive her as his wife. The Princefs, had not
feen him with indifference: fhe accepted his
propofal ; and as the palace of the giant abound-
ed with every neceffary, they repofed themfelves
there for feveral days; after which, they fet out
for the court of Zaphnah.

When they were within one day’s journey of
Harran, and had halted for the’evening, Coda-
dad called the Princes together, and faid, ¢ I have
too long concealed from you who I am. Behold

your
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_your brother Codadad, the fon of Pirouze !’
"Having faid this, he embraced them all, and each
of them exprefled much fatisfattion at the dif-
covery; but very different were the fentiments
of thefe unworthy and unnatural brothers. At
night, when Codadad and the Princefs were re-
tired to reft, they met together, and one of them
addrefling the reft, faid, ¢ you remember how
much our father preferred and cherifhed this
dangerous rival . of ours, even while he thought
him a ftranger, what muft we expe& now, when
he proves to be our brother ?. what! when he can
.boaft of having deftroyed a giant, whom all of
us together were forced to fubmit to? will not
the very relief he gave us, become an argument
to prefer him before us all?” Thefe confidera-
tions had occurred toevery one of them. They
‘went to the tent of Codadad, who was faft afleep,
nd ftabbed him in a thoufz}nd plaées; after
shich, they purfued their journey to Harran,
xere they arrived the next day, and were joy-
fty received by tueir father, who had defpaired
ofrer feeing them again.

‘Codadad
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. Codadad, mean time, lay in bis tent without
figns of life. The Princefs concludéd he was
‘dead, and rent the air with her cries, lamenting .
‘the fate of her hufband and deliverer; and ad-"~
juring the vengeance of Heaven on his mur-
derers.  After much and véhement forrow, fhe
caft her eyes on Codadad, and perceived that he
breathed a little. It was 1norning, and fhe faw
a large town at a diftance. As fhe had noflave,
the determined to leave her hufband, and haften
thither for affiftance. She returned to the tent |
with a furgeon; but when they arrived there
they could not find Codadad. They concluded ,
he had been devoured by wild beafts. The
Princefs was inconfolable. The furgeon took
pity on her, and conduted her to his own houfe
where though he knew not her rank, he treatd
her with all imaginable refpect. ,,’

When fhe was a little compofed, fhe relfd
%o her hoft all that had befallen her. 'Whedbe
‘had finithed her ftory, ¢ You do not well M
dam,” faid the furgeon, ¢ 4o give way fis®

an




ENTERTAINMENTS. 155

an ‘unavailing forrow. You owe more to the
memory of your princely hufband. Itis your
duty ‘torevenge him. Let me attend you as
your f{quire to the King of Harran’s coutt, nor
fear but he will do you juftice.’ '

The Princefs of :Deryabar, rouled by thefe
confiderations.from a torpid forrow, followed-the
advice of her hoft; and attended by him, arrived
at the city.of Harran.  The furgeon lodged the
Princefs in.a caravanfera.; and went out to en-
quire diligently after news. He learnt that Pi-.
.rouze, not hearing of her fon, had left Samaria,
and come to Harran infearch of him. That the
XKing before her arrival, had concluded that Ce-
-dadad had fled to fome other country, to efcape
his refentment ; but when he knew from Pirouze
:that the gallant and accomplithed-ftranger, wis
~his other fon;, he had caufed diligent enquiry to
‘be ‘made after him in all'the adjoining kingdoms ;
and had ordered public prayers to be put up in
all the mofqucs for the fafe and fpeedy return of
‘this fon. -

Pirouze
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Pirouze regularly attended thefe devotions,
and gave alms at the principal mofque. The
Aurgeon, having become acquainted with thefe
-particulars, went -the next -day to:the mofque;
and ftepping up to one of her flaves, he whif-
pered ¢ Brother, I have a fecret of momentto im-
_part to the Princefs Pirouze ; may not I, by your
“means be brought to her apartment ?’ The flave °
- -no-fooner learnt that this fecret related to Coda-
dad, than he entreated the furgeon to return
with them to the palace ;.and as foen as they ar-
rived.there, he introduced him to Pirouze. He
related to her every .thing he had been told by
the .Princefs of Deryabar, and told her where "
.that Jady was to be found. When the furgeon
was withdrawn, Pirouze and her attendants re-
figned themfelves to grief for the unhappy fate
of Codadad, In the midft of this diftrefs, Zaph-
nah entered her apartments. Pirouze, with
many lamentations, repeated the furgeon’s ac-
count. It was too circumftantial for the King
to doubt its truth. Having condoled with the
unhappy mother on their mutual lofs, he with-

drew
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drew, not more opprefled with forrow, than
fhaken with indignation.

Tt was the hour of public audience. Zaphnah
entered the council-chamber with fo much anger
in his countenance, that the courtiers and peo-
ple who attended with petitions were alarmed.
Every man’s heart failed him for fear. Having
afcended the throne, the King called for the
grand Vizier., ¢ Take,” faid he, ¢ thisinftant,
a thoufand of my guards, and feize all thé
Princes, my fons; fbut them up in the tower
appointed for murderers; fee that notone of them
efcape.” All who were prefent trembled at this
firange command. The Vizier laid his hand
upon his head to exprefs his obedience, and with-
drew to execute his orders. The King then
difmifled the affembly with a declaration that he
would do no bufinefs for a month to come.

The grand Vizier having fecured the Princes,
wasdirected by his mafter to condut the Princefs
of Deryabar and her fquire to the palace ; and at

the
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the fame" time to proclaim’ who fhe was, andin
what manner his fons had incurred his difplea-
fure.. The Princefs and her attendants were:
led to court, amidft the acclamations.of‘the peo-
ple, by whom Codadad was. much beloved;
while every one uttered execrations againfl:the
envious and ungrateful brothers,who had treated
him fo-cruelly.

‘When the Princefs of Déryabar had been iis -

troduced to Zaphnah and Pircuze, and had re-
ceived their embraces, the demanded of the King.
juftice on the murderers of her hufband. ¢ Yes,-
Madam,’ replied he,. ¢ thofe unnatural vipers>
fhall fuffer as they deferve ; though by that ftroke
of juftice, I muft again become childlefs. Un-
fortunate ‘Codadad I’" continued the wretched
father, ¢ we have not thy remains, yet we will

not omit paying thee the laft duties. Atthe

clofe of which, thofe monfters fhall atene for- .

their guilt by forfeiting their lives,””
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‘The King gave orders for a dome of white
marble to be erefted without the city, and every
sreparation to be made for celebrating the obfe-
juies of Codadad in the moft honourable man-~
ner. A figure refembling the prince was placed
in it, and all.the inhabitants of the city went out
to affift at the ceremony. The King, his Vizier,
and the principal perfons of the court entered the
dome, and fat down on carpets, made of black
fattin, with gold borders. A great body of
guards, hanging their heads, and looking down,
drew up about the building, and marched round.
it thrice, obferving a profound filence ; at the
third round they halted before the door ; and alt
of them with a loud voice criedout, ¢ O prince,
fon of the king ! could we by the power of the
fword and human valour, any way retrieve your
misfortune, we would bring you back to life.
But the King of Kings hath commanded ; and
the angel of death hath obeyed.” Having ut-
tered thefe words, they drew off, and made way
for an hundred old men; all of them mounted
on black mules, and wearing long grey beards.

. Thefe
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Thefe were anchorites, who had lived all ‘their
days concealed in caves. They never appeared’
in the fight of the world, but when they were to
affift at the obfequies of the kings of Harran, or
of princes of their family. Each of thefe vener-
able perfons carried a book on his head which
he held with one hand: They took three turn-
round the dome, and then ftopping before the'
door, one of> them faid, ¢ O prince, what can
we do for you ! If you could be reftored  to life
by prayers or learffing, we would rub our grey
beards at thy feet, and recite prayers; but the
ng of the Univerfe hath taken you away for

ever.’

Fhe old men withdrew_to a diftance from the"
deme, and fifty beautiful maids approached it;
each of them mounted on a little white horfe.
They wore noveils, and carried gold bafkets, full’
of all forts of precious ftones. They alfo rode
three times round the domne : and halting at the
fame placeas the othershad done, the youngeft of -
them fpoke in the name of the reft, ¢ O prince,

once
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ace fo beautiful! What relief can you expe&t
rom us! If we could reftore you to life by our
harms, we would become your flaves ; but you
re no longer fenfible to beauty, and have ne
aore occafion for us.”

When the young maids were withdrawn,
he King -and his courtiers arofe; and having
valked three times round the figure refembling
~odadad, the King fpake as follows: ¢ O my
lear fon! light of my eyes! I have then loft
rou for ever!I” Thefe words were accompanied
vith many fighs and tears, the courtiers joining
heir mafter in paying this tribute to the Prince.
I'he gate of the tomb was then fhut, and all
he people returned to the city. Suitable public
srayers were repeated in al!l the mofques for
sight days fucceffively ; on the ninth the King
1ad -ordered the Princes, his fons, to be behead -
«d ; the fcaffold was ready, but the execution
was ftopped by news arriving that fome neigh-
»ouring Princes, who had before made war
igaintt the King of Harran, were approaching

Yor. 111, M the
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the -capital at the head of a numerous armys
The King muftered his troops, and ‘marching
_out of the city, prepared to receive his enemies.

On their approach, the citizens of Harran at-
tacked them, and-a defperate battle enfued.
Vitory, long doubtful, feemed at laft to incline
to the invaders ; when a large body of horfe ap-
peared on the plain in good order, and drew near -
the two armies. Each party were alarmed,
«dreading a2 new enemy; but the matter was
foon out of doubt; the horfemen fell upon the
fank of the King of Harran’s opponents, and
gave them fo farious a charge, that they decided
the fortune of the day ; atotal rout enfued, in
which the greater part -of the invaders were put
to the fword.

“The King of Harran had much admired the
gallantry of thefe unexpeted allies, and the
Ikill and intrepidity of their leader ; and the
" battle being over, he haftened to thank him.
“The hero proved to be Codadad. Zaphnah be-

-. came
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came motionlefs with furprife and joy. When
he reeovered, he flew to the arms of his fon,

who received and returned his embrace with
duty and affection.

Zaphnsh left the army to the care of the
Grand Vizier, and went immediately with his
fon to the palace: he there introduced to him
Pirouze and the Princefs of Deryabar; the joy
of thofe illuftrious perfons, fo dear to each other,
may be better imagined than exprefled.

‘Codadad told them, that a peafant, mounted
oh a mule, happeming to pafs by the tent, and
feeing him alone, wounded, and fenfelefs, had
conveyed him to his houfe ; where, by the ap-
plication of certain herbs chewed, he recovered
him. ¢ Finding myfelf well,” continued he,
¢ I refolved to fearch every where for my beloved
Princefs ; but as I heard of the attack which
was meditating againft my royal father, I deter-
mined firft to affift him. 1 made myfelf known
to the villagers ; and having diligently trained a

M2 body
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body of them to arms, I had the good fortune to
arrive with them at a time they were fingularly
ufeful.’

When he had finithed his narrative, the .
King faid, ¢ Let us be thankful to Heaven for
this happy and unexpeéted meeting ; but it thall
not prevent the juft punithment of thofe traitors,
who meant to have deftroyed their brother and
deliverer; their intentions were not lefs wicked
becaufc. they failed in the execution of them,
nor fhall their punifhment be lefs fevere.
¢ Sir,” replied the generous Codadad, though
they little deferve that honour, yet they are
your own fleth and blood; they are my bro-
thers; they have been fufficiently punifhed for
their offence: I forgive them, and I entreat
your Majefty to parden them alfo.’

Pirouze and the Princefs of Deryabar joined
in this requeft. ‘The King was highly pleafed
with their generofity : he caufed the people to

~be aflcmbled, and ordered the Princes to be
brought
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rought out, loaden with chains, and expecting
mmediate death. The King, before thein all,
:aufed Codadad to be proclaimed his heir, and
udded, that at his interceffion pardon was ex-
cended to the unworthy Princes. The people
oudly applauded the noble behaviour of Coda-
lad, who himfelf releafed the prifoners from
heir fetters, and embraced them with much af-
feGtion.

On his return to the palace, he amply re-
warded the furgeon who had fo faithfully ferved
the Princefs of Deryabar. Zaphnah and Pirouze
paffed the reft of their days very happily with
that Princefs and their beloved Codadad.

———— Rt eeeteeeer

'HE STORY OF THE SLEEPER AWAKENED, OR
~ THE DEAD ALIVE.

.Abon Haflan was the fon of Selim, a wealthy
and penurious citizen of Bagdad ; who though
he was poficfled of a good eftate, and had gained

M3 great.
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great wealth by many years fuccefsful trafic,
yet he fcarce allowed his family neceffaries.
‘When the young man grew up, he had a tum
1o gaiety ; but the extreme avariee of his father
not only denied him the ufual amufements of
youth, but gave him no refpite from labour:
making no difference between him and his
meancft flave.

The death of the merchant put an end to this
reftraint on Abon Haffan. He found himfelf
heir to a plentiful fortune ; and he refolved to’
make himfelf amends for the fevere difcipline he
had undergone ; but before he began his career,
he fhewed a good underftanding, and a good
heart ; he fettled a proper provifien on his mo-
ther; and dividing his wealth into equal parts,
with the one part he increafed his patrimony;
this he determined never to break in upon, the
remainder he devoted to enjoyment.

To obtain this, he fought the company of
young men of the firft diftin&tion in Bagdad.
As
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As he was known to be wealthy, he eafily be-
came intimate with {uch of them as were noted’
for their debauches. To thefe he gave the moft
coftly entertainments. The profufion of his
table, his magnificent balls and concerts, would
have diffipated a royal revenue; and he found
the wealth he had fet apart for a life of prodiga-
lity, was difperfed before.a fingle year had paffed .
away. :
Abon Haffan was aftonifhed at the report of
his fteward, that fo large a part of his fortune
was exhaufted. He renewed immediately his.
refolution to.keep-his patrimony unimpaired, aor
even to break in upon the improvement he had-
made to it. He gave no more, magnificent en-
tertainments :. he fold off his ufelefs flaves, and.
fplendid furnityre, and prepared. to regulate his.
expences by his rémaining income. But while-
this was doing,. he felt the force of youthful at-.
tachment to many of his companions, and was:
amazed and chagrined to find- that they all
avoided him. The news.of his ruin.had fpread’
My abroad.::
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abroad: his prudent referve no one knew of.
All his gay friends therefore treated him with
contempt; and when, to try them ftill further,
he attempted to borrow a fupply of them; many
infulted him, all refufed him.

Trritated with this ungenerous behaviour, he
renounced them in his turn. He retired to the
houfe of his father, where his mother ftill dwelt;
and began a new courfe of life.  As he had
enough left to entertain a gueft hanidfomely, and
was fond of fociety, he every day provided what
he thought neceffary for that purpofe; and in the
evening he went and fat on Bagdad bridge:
Where, as foon as he faw any ftranger arrive,
whofe appearance pleafed him, he aceofted him
refpetfully, and invited him to fup and lodge
with him for that night.

Abon Haffan, on thefe occafions, failed not to
acquaint his gueft with an oath he had taken;
which was, never to give an entertainment to an
inhabitant of Bagdad ; never to invite any man a

fecond
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fecond time; or keep up any kind of acquaint-
ance with any of his guefts after their
parting. - This premifed, he ufed to conduct
the ftranger home; regale him with a good
fupper, and lodge him comfortably. In the
morning, he always faid to him, ¢ God-preferve
you from all forrow ! when I invited you hither
yefterday, 1 acquainted you with my oath; I
hope therefore you will not take it ill, if I bid
you farewe! ; and may God condu& you I’

On thefe terms he chanced one evening to en-
gage a ftranger of refpectable appearance, whom |
he fuppofed to be a merchant of Moffoul, but
wha in reality was the Caliph Haroun Alrafchid;
who im that difguife was taking one of his cuf-
tomary furveys of the city. The invitation was.
fo fingular,-that it excited the Caliph’s curiofity,
and he readily accepted it. Abon Haffan con-
do&ed him home, placed him at the upper end
of his table, and' fat down over againft him. A
handfome fupper and .defert were ferved up, and
they eat of what ‘they liked beft, without fpeak-.

mg
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ing or drinking, according to the cuftom of the
country. '

‘When they had done catiné, Abon Haflan filled
out a glafs of wine, and faid, to hisgueft laughing,
¢ you know, Sir, the cock never drinks before
he calls to his hens to come and drink with him,
fo I invite you to follow my example. I canpot
yeckon him a wife man, who does not love 2
chearful glafs.’—¢ 1 am quite of your opinion,”
replied the Caliph, taking a bumper, ¢ and am
fure you are an honeft fellow ; fill away; you
fhall find I am ready to partake with you.’

They grew merry over their cups. Abon
Haflan being of a lively difpofition, entertained
his gueft with a thoufand brilliant fallies. At
his requeft he explained the caufe of the vow he:
had made to receive only ftrangers, and no man.
a fecond time ;. and related with much humour,.
the ftory of his.own extravagance, and the ill be-
kaviour of his former companions.

"The
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. 'The Caliph was delighted with the wit of his
hofty; and refpe€ted his underftanding. Whep
it grew time ta retire, he faid to him, ¢¢T regret
exceedingly the oath you have taken, as it de-
prives me of all hope of being better known to
you ; but yet I wifh to fhew you how fenfible I
am of your hofpitality. Itis more in my power
to ferve you, than you are aware of. Speak
freely, and tell me what you would wifh for, if
you were fure of obtaining your defires.

Abon Haffan, who was a little elevated with
the liquor he had drank, replied brifkly, ¢ Ithank"
you for your offers of fervice ; but id truth have
no defires that you can gratify. My fortune is
fufficient ; I have noambition ; unlefsindeed you
condd make me Caliph for four and twenty
hours.”—¢ And why,” interrupted Haroun, ea-
gerly, ¢ {hould you defire that honour for fo
fhort a time ’—¢ It would be long eneugh,’ re-
plied Abon Haflan, *to anfwer all my withes.
The town of Bagdad is divided into various dif-
trits; in each of which there is a mofgue, and

an
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an Iman belonging to it to read prayers. The
Iman of the divifion I live in, is an old man, of
an auftere countenance, and the greateft hypo- .
crite in the world. ‘This man, and four old fel- -
tows of the neighbourhood, who are people of
the fame difpofition, meet every day at the !
Iman’s houfe: where they vent their malice
againft me, and the whole diftrit, to the great
_difturbance of the neighbours, and the promotion
of perpetual diffentions. = Inftead of minding
their Alcoran, and being at peace with all men;
they threaten fome, abufe others, and wifh to
domineer over every body. Was I Caliph for
one day only, I would remove this nuifance ; for
1 would order each of the old men an hundred
baftinadoes, and the good Iman four times as
many ; that they might learn no more to abufe
‘and difturb their neighbours.”

The Caliph laughed heartily at his hoft’s nar-
rative, and immediately conceived the idea of 2
whimfical adventure. Abon Haffan, renewing
the converfation, - obferved' that it -grew late.

' ¢ Let

\
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¢ Let us finith the bottle,” faid he, ¢ and I will
bid you farewel to night ; only let me requeft of
you, if you rife before me, that you will fhut
the door when you go out in the morning.” This
the Caliph -promifed; and taking hold of the
bottle, faid, ¢ you have been fo ebliging as to
fill for me the whole night: permit me to pour
out the laft glafs, and drink to your good repofe.’
He then dexteroufly conveyed a little powder
into Abon Haffan’s glafs, and handed it to him:
who, being much pleafed with the politenefs of
his gueft, drank it off; and had fcarce time to fet
the glafs on the table before he fell in a profound |
fleep.

The Caliph ordered the flave who attended
him, to take Abon Haffan on his back, and con-
vey him to the palace, where he caufed him to
be undrefled, and laid in the royal bed. He di=
reGted Giafur to attend the fleeper in the morn-
ing, and falute him as Commander of the Faith-
ful; and to take care that all the Emirs and
Courtiers, as well as the attendants, fhould ad-

drefs
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dreks him with the ufual ceremonies which wet¢
obferved to himfelf.

" Early in the morning the Caliph took poffef-
fion of a little clofet from whence he could fee
4l that paffed ; impatient to enjoy the furprife
of Abon Haffan, and to fee how he would fup-
port his imaginary dignity. "

At day break all the officers and ladies, whof¢
duty it was to attend the rifing of the Caliph,
took their places with great filence. One of
them puttinga fponge fteeped in vinegar to Abon
Haflan’s nofe, he fneezed heartily, which awak-
ened him. On opening his eyes, he found that
he wasfn a magnificent room, {arroundéd by a
great many young and handfome ladies, and
black eunuchs richly clothed; all ftanding
with great modefty and refpe&t. Cafting his
eyes on the quilt of the bed, he perceived it was
‘cloth of gold, richly ornamented with pearls and
diamonds: and that there was laid by the bed,
a very rich habit, and a Caliph’s turban.

At
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At the fight of all thefe fplendid obje@s Abon
Haffan was in the utmoft confufion and amaze-
ment. ¢ So,’ faid-he to himfelf, ¢ I am Caliph!
but,” added he, after a moment’s paufe, ¢*tis
only a dream: the effect of the with I made laft
night.”  Saying this, he turned himfelf about
to fleep again: when one of the eunuchs ap-
proached the bed, and faid very refpe&fully,
¢ Commander of the Faithful, ’tis time for your
Maiefty to rife to prayers; the morning begins
20 advance.’

The aftonithment of Abon Haffan was inex-
preffible. ¢Is it poffible I am awake ? faid
he to himfelf. ¢ Oh certainly I am afleep,” con-
tinued he, fhutting his eyes again, ¢ there is no
reafon to doubt it.’

The eunuch finding Abon Haffan did not
rife, faid again, ¢ Your Majefty will, I hope,
permit me to tell vou, that it is time to attend
morning prayer, which you never neglect: the
fun is juft rifing” ¢I am miftaken,’ thought

Abon
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Abon Haffan, ¢Iam awake. Thofe that fleep
do not hear thus diftinétly.” Then opening his
eyes, and fitting up in his bed, he feemed over-
joyed at his promotion, to the great entertain-
ment of the Caliph, who guefled very exadtly
what his thoughts were.

When Abon Haffan began to arife, all the
ladies of the palace proftrated themfelves before
him, with their faces to the ground : they then
faluted him with a delightful ferenade, with
which he was fo ravifhed, that he wasin aperfe&
extacy. But recovering his firft idea, he again
doubted if it was not a dream: he clapped his

hands before his eyes, lowered his head, and faid
~ again to himfelf, ¢ What can all this mean?
Where am I? Who are thefe ladies, and at-
tendants? How thall I poffibly diftinguifh that
I am awake, and in my right fenfes?’

‘While thefe thoughts were pafing in his
mind, Mefrour, the chief of the eunuchs, came
in, and having paid the proper compliments,

faid,
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faid, ¢ Commander of the Faithful, the tinie of
prayer is over ; all your Generals, ‘Governors,
and officers of ftate, wait your royal prefence
in the Council-hall. Will your Majefty be
pleafed to afcend your throne as ufual ?’

Abon Haffan was convinced now that he was
awake, but he was alfo ftill more esbarraffed.
After a_paufe, he looked carneftly at Mefrour,
and faid, ¢ Who is it that you fpeak to, and
call Commander of the Faithful? I don’t know
you, and you miftake me for fomebody elfe.’

. Mefrour affe&ed an air of aftonifhment, and
replied, ¢ My wo;thy Lord and -mafter, you
only fpeak thus to jeer me. Is not your Ma-
jefty Commander of the Faithful, Monarch of
the world, and the Prophet’s Vicar on earth ?
Mefrour, your faithful flave, who has had the
honour and happinefs to ferve you fo many
years, cannot forget or miftake you.” Some
troublefome dream muft have difturbed your
Majefty’s imagination.’ .
Vo lll. © N Abon
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Abon Haffan burft out a liughing at thefe:
words of Mefrour. When he had recovered-
HKimfelf, feeing a little black eunuch, he beck-
oned him,. and fuid, ¢ Hark ye, child; tell me:
who I'am.” ¢ Sir,” anfwered the little boy mo~
deflly, ¢ Your Majefty is Commander of true
Belicvers, and the Prophet’s Vicar on earth.)’
¢ You are a. liar,.footyface,” faid Abon Haffan..
He then calied the lady who. ftood neareft him,.
faying, ¢ Come hither, fair one, and bite the:
end of my.finger, that I may know whether 1
am awake or not.”

‘The Jady,. who kitew: the Caliph-faw all that
pafled,. was overjoyed at being thus called upon.
to contribute to his amufement : going there-
fore with a grave face to-Abon-Haffan, fhe put
his finger. into her mouth, and clenched it fo-
Yoft between her teeth, that he roared aloud, and
with &'.ﬂic:ulty pulled itaway from her.  When.
the pain was a little abated, he faid, ¢ You have
convinced me I am not afleep; but how is it
pofiible Lean have become Caliph in one night?

¢ L adjpre
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I adjure you, therefore, to tell me the truth.’
¢ Tt is fo true,” replied the lady, ¢that we, your

‘flaves, are amazed to hear you doubt it.” ¢ Ah}
you are a deceiver,’ replied Abon Haffan, ¢ I
know very well who I am.”

Mefrour affifted his new mafter to rife; and’
as foon as he fet his feet on the floor, the whole
company of ladies and officers cried out together,
¢ God preferve your Majefty, and give you a
good day.’ Mefrour then arrayed him in the
royal robes, and condu&ed him through rows
of proftrate courtiers to the Council-chamber,
where he mounted the throne of Perfia, which-
He filled with all the gravity imaginable.

"The Grand Vizier Giafar, and the Judge of
the Police, (both of whom he knew by having:
often feen themn in: their offices) firft bowed:
themfelves down- before him, and paid him the.
falutation of the morning,. After which all the"
Emirs, as they were admitted to their feats,.
went: to the foot of the throne, and having laid!

' N.2 theirs
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their heads on the carpet, they faluted him en
their knees, as Commander of the Faithful, and
the Prophet’s Vicar on earth.

Although Abon Haffan had before been elated
with his advancement, his recolle&ion forbad
him to believe it.. But when he found himfelf
thus received by the Grand Vizier, and all the
great men about the Court, he could no ‘longer.
doubt but he was Caliph, though he could no
way account for his having become fo.- Dif-
miffing therefore, for the prefent, all thought
upon the fubje, he prepared to enjoy his good
fortune, and exercife his fovereignty. - He beck-
oned the Judge of the Police to him, and di-
rected him to go to fuch a divifion of the city,
to feize the Iman of the mofque, and four old-
met, whom he defcribed ; to give each of the
latter an hundred baftinadoes, and the Iman four
hundred. ¢ This done,’ continued he, ¢ mount
them on five camels, with their faces to the
tails, lead them through the whole city, and
let a crier proclaim béfore them, ¢ This is the

punithment
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punithment of bufy bodies and mifchief-ma-
kers.” You may then difmifs them, with or-
ders never to return to that diftri&t on pain .of
death.’ o

The Judge of the Police withdrew; and
the Grand Vizier ~ approached the throne,
and made his report of affairs. Abon Haffan
“heard him with dignity and attention. He i(-
{ued -out orders without embarraflment, and
gave judgment in feveral caufes with great abi-
lity. The Caliph faw and admited this part of
his conduét, which raded him highly in his
efteem. The Judge of the Police returning,
prefented his new Sovereign an inftrument
figned by the principal inhabitants of the divi-
{ion, - attefting the punifhment having been in-
fli®ed on the five delinquents. Abon Haffan

" -read over the names of the witnefles, (who
were all people that he knew very well) with®
-great fatisfation. ¢ Thefe old hypocrites,’ faid
te to himfelf, ¢ who were ever cenfuring my
adtions, and finding fault with my entertaining

N3 honeft
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“honeft people, have at laft received the punifhe

ment thev deferved.’

When the time of audience was nearly over,
the new Caliph dire€ted the Vigier to take a
-thoufand pieces of gold, and carry them to the
mother of Abon Haflan, who was generally cal-
led the debauchee, and lived- in the fame di-
firi& where the Judge of the Police had been
fent to. Giafar obeyed, and on his return,
Abon Haffan arofe, and difmiffing the audience,
defcended the throne, and was conduted by
Mefrour into:an adjoining apartment.

‘He was much delighted on entering the {plen-
did hall to which the chief of the eunuchs led
him. The paintings were exquifite ; and there
appeared every whers the greateft profufion of
wealth ; ‘feveh bands of mufic, placed in diffe-
rent galleries, ftruck up a grand concert at his
entrance. In the middle of the room there was
a table fet out with golden dithes and plates,
containing all manner of raritics. Seven young

.and
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and beautiful ladies richly dreffed, ftood around
this table, each ready to fan the fuppofed Ca-
liph while at dinner.

Abon Haffan {urveyed all thefe things with
‘the utmoft pleafure; his countenance firongly
exprefled hisjoy; yet there was a mixture of
wonder and doubt which occafionally appeared
in his behaviour. ¢ 1f'this is a dream,’ faid he
to himfelf, ‘it is a long one. But furely,” coh-
tinued he, it is not a dream: I can fee, hear,’
feel, walk, and argue reafonably. Tam cer-
tainly the:Commander of the Faithful ; whe
elfe could live in this fplendor ? Befides, the re-
fpe& I receive, and the obedience paid to my’
commands, are fufficient proofs.” He then fat
-down to table; and the feven ladies ftanding
about him, began tofan him. He looked at
them with admiration ; and fmilingly told them,
that one fan was enough to cool him, and he
would have the other fix ladies fit down to table
with him, that wherever he turned his eyes he
auight behold fuch lovely objeéts.

N4 The
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The Ladies obeyed; but Abon Haffan per-
ceiving that out of refpe& they did not eat,
helped them himfelf, and urged them in the
moft obliging terms. - “'When they had dined,
he afked their names, which they told him were
‘White Neck, Coral _Lipé, ‘Fair Face, Sunfhine,
Heart’s Delight, Swect Looks, and Sugar Cane.
To every lady he retarned handfome compli~
ments, wittily adapted to her name.

After dinner the eunuchs brought perfumed
water in a goldén bowl; and when Abon Haf-
fan had wathed, Mefrour, who never left him,
conduéted him to another hall, where he was
received by feven ladies more beautiful than the
former. Seven other bands began a new concert,
while the imaginary Caliph took part of a rich
defert of {weet-meats, and the choiceft fruits.
This over, he was led to a third hall more mag-
nificent than the other two ; it was lighted up with
a profufion of wax lights, in golden branches ;
and he was received here by feven other ladies,
of ftill fuperior bcauty, who conducted-him to

a table
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a‘table fet out with large filver flaggons, full of
‘the choiceft wines, and chryftal glaffes placed by
them. ’ ‘ :

Till this time, Abon Haffan had drank no-
thing but water, agreeable to the cuftom of Bag-
dad, where, from the higheft to the loweft, they
never drink any thing ftrong till evening; it
being accounted {candalous in the higheft degree
for any one to be drunk in the day time. When
he placed himfelf at the table, he defired
the feven ladies to fit down with him ; and
‘having afked their names, which were, Clufter
of Pearls, Morning Star, Chain of Hearts, Day-
light, Bright Eyes, Fine Shape, and Silver
Tongue ; he called upon each in turn to bring
him a glafs of wine, .and as each lady prefented
it, he faid a variety of witty and gallant things
to her. ’ .

As the wine began to elevate the fuppofed
Laliph, he became amorous ; which Clufter of-
Pearls perceiving, fhe went to the beaufet, and

putting
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putting a little of the fleepy powder into a gob-
let, .fhe filled it with wine ; fhe then prefented
itin a moft bewitching inamer to Abon Haffan,
requefting him to drink it, when fhe had funga
fong which the had made that day. Haffan con-
fented; and the lady fung with fo much grace
.and {pirit, that he refolved to prefer her to her
companions. He received the goblet from her
‘hand, and drank ; but before he could take it
from his mouth, he fell faft afleep into the arms
of the attendants. They then put his- own
-cloaths on him ; -and the flave who brought him
‘thither, carried him back, and laid him on his
" sown fopha.
Ve
4t ‘was late the next morning before the pow-
der ceafed to operate. But at length the fleeper
awakened, and, looking round the room, was
furprized to find himfelf in fo different a fitua-
tion. He called aloud for Clufter of Pearls,
Morning Star, Coral Lips, and the other ladies,
ashe could recollect them. His mother, hearing
his voice, came in and faid, ¢Son, what would

you
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you have? Who are thofe you are calling for?
Abon Haffan, raifing himfelf up, looked haugh-
‘tily at his mother, and faid, ¢ Good woman |
who is it you call fon * ¢ You, to be fare,” re-
plied his mother ; ¢ are you not Abon Haffan,
my fon ? Have you {flept till you have forgot me,
and yourfelf too?” ¢I your fon!’ anfwered
‘Haffan, ¢ you are mad? Iam not Abon Haffan,
but the Commander of the Faithful.”

‘His mother was alarmed at thefe words. ¢ Si-
lence, my dear fon, I befeech you,’ faid the ;
¢ do you not know that ¢ walls have ears?” what
do you think would be the confequence if yon
was heard to utter fuch rath words to any body
elfe ! you are furely diftracted.” - While his mo-
ther was thus remonftrating with him, Abon
Haffan liftened to her attentively. He held
dowa his head, and put his hands before his eyes
like one in contemplation. At laft, as if juft

awakened, he faid to his mother, ¢ methinksI
~am Abon Haffan, and you are my mother.’
Then looking round the room, he added, ¢
certainly
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certainly am Abon Haffan, there is no doubt of
it. I cannot conceive how this fancy came into
my, head.’

. *You have had a geod dream,’ replied his
mother, laughing; ¢ but I have fome real good
news for you. The Grand Vizier, Giafar, came
‘to me yefterday ; and putting a purfe of a thou-
fand pieces’ of gold into my hand, bid me pray
for the Commander of the Falthful who made
-me that prefent.’

¢ Will you dare after this, old hag,’- repfied
Haffan in a rage, ¢ totell me I am your fon!
‘I fent you thofe thoufand pieces of gold, by my
-Grand Vizier Giafar ; who obeyed me as Com-
-mander of the Faithful.’

His mother was aftonifthed at his converfation,
"but fearing to irritate him by oppofition, fhe an-
fwered him flightly ; and immediately, with in-
‘tent to divert his ideas from a fubje@ which
Aeemed to bewilder him, fhe began to tell-him

) what
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what had befallen the Iman, and the four Scheiks
the preceding day. Haffan liftened with much
attention, and when fhe had finithed her narra-
tive, © God be praifed,’ faid he, *for all things !
I now have no doubt but that T am the Com-
mander of the Faithful, and the Prophet’s Vicar
on earth., Know, old woman,’ continued he,
¢ that it was by my order thofe five hypocrites
were punithed. I was notafleep when I gave

thofe directions ; and am glad to hear from you,
that the Judge of the Police fulfilled his duty.’

The old lady was in an agony of defpair wher
the heard him talk in foabfurd a manner. ¢ Hea-
ven preferve you from the power of Satan, my
dear fon !’ replied fhe, ¢ fome evil genius furely
poffefles you. Don’t you fee you are in your
own room? rtecollet yourfelf ferioufly, and.

 drive away-thefe fancies from your imagination.’
At thefe words, Haflan became tranfported w.ith.

fury : He leaped from the fopha, feized a cane,

and running to his mother, ¢ curfed forcerefs,’

faid he, ¢tell me inftantly by what means you

have
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have conveyed me from my palace to this roam?'
His mother, looking tenderly at ‘himn, replied,
¢ You are not furely fo abandoned by. God, my
fon, as to ftrike your mother!” Abon Haffan,
urged to phrenzy, became unnatural. He caned
her feverely ; afking her between every ftroke, if
the would yet own - he was Commander of the
Faithful ’ to which fhe continued to reply, €he
was her beloved fon.’

At length; as he ceafed not to beat her, the
old lady was obliged-to call out fo loud for help,.
that feveral of the neighbours heard her, and ran-
to her affiftance. The firft who entered the
room, taking the cane from him, faid, ¢ What
are you doing, Abon Haffan # have you no fearof
God? dare you firike your affeCtionate parent ¥
_ Haffan looked earneftly on him without return-
ing any anfwer: and then,. ftaring on.all that
followed him, faid, ¢ Who is that Abon Haffan?'
do you mean to call meby that'name —¢ Who
fhould we call fo, but you,’ replied his- neigh-
bour,. ¢ it.is no wonder you forget yourfelf, when

you

A}
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you infult your mother.’—¢ Begone, you are all

impertinent !’ anfwered Haffan, ¢ I neither know:
ker nor you. I'will not know you. Iam not
Abon Haffan: but you fhall find to your coft,

that I am Commander-of the Faithful.”

At this difcourfe, his neighbours concluded he
was mad - and while fome laughed at him, others
went for the keeper of the hofpital-for lunatics.
Haffan became outrageous at the fight of him,
and called aloud for Giafar and Mefrour to come
to his affiftance; but the keeper.ordered him to
be undreflfed, and beat him with a rope till he
lay quiet; he then caufed hand-cuffs-and chains
to be faftened.on him, and took him to the hof-
pital.

For three wecks:the unfortunate Haffan re-
ceived daily corre&tion from the hand of his-
fevere keeper; who never failed to.remind him,.
that he was not Commander of the Faithful..
His mother came every day to fee him; but. -
‘whenever fhe appeared in his fight, he reproach-

. ed
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ed and execrated her as the caufe of all his fuf-
ferings. At length the lively ideas of what had
paffed during the time he was addreffed as Ca-
liph, began to fade away ; and the miferable fitu-
ation he was in, made him recolle& himfelf;
though the obedience which had been paidto
his orders, would not let him believe he had
been dreaming; yet he confidered that if he was
really Caliph, his officers and attendants would
never have abandoned him to fo much ignominy .
and wretchednefs, ~While his mind was thus
employed, his mother came to fee him, and let
fall a torrent of tears at beholding him manacled,
emaciated and dejeCted.. On her approach, he
no longer appcared furious. On the contfary;
he faluted her as his mother, difavowed his fup-
pofed dignity, and with much forrow entreated
her forgivenefs of the outrage he had committed
againft her,

~ His mother was overjoyed to find fo happy a
change in him. She talked with him about the
diforder he had been in; and added, ¢ the laft
' ftranger
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ranger you brought home with you went
way in the morning without fhutting the door,
am perfudded this gave fome demon an oppor-
anity to enter, and put you into that horrible
eldfion.” You are certainly in the right, my
ear-mother,’ replied Abon Haffan ; ¢ it was that
ery night [ had the fatal dream which turned
gy b i, and caufed thofe excefles which cover
ne Z:hh {lrame and confufion when I think of
hc/m. I charged the merchant te fhut the
boor aftér him, whichnow I find he did not do;
s they of Moufloul are not fo well convinced
hat the Devil is the caufe of troubléfome dreams,
s we are at Bagdad,  But fince 1 am o much
setter, get me, I entreat you, out ef.this curfed
place.” His mother hafténed with great joy to.
the keeper, and declarcd the change fhe had
found in her fon: and he, having exzmined his
patient, congratulated him on his recovery, and
gave him his Jiberty.

When Abon Haffan ¢ame home, he ftaid '

within doors for fome days, to reft and refrefb
Vor.lII, o himfelf -
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" himfelf after the fevere difcipline he had under-
.gone. But when he had recovered his ftrength,
he foon became weary of fpending his evenings
alone. He determined therefore to begin again
‘his former way of living, which was to provide a
fupper, and feek a gueft to fhare it with him.

"~ The day on which he renewed this cuftom
was the firft of the month, when the Caliph always
walked in difguife about the city. Towards
evening, Haffan went to the bridge, but had
fearce fat down when he perceived thie Caliph,
difguifed as before, and followed by the fame
flave. As he was fully perfuaded that.all his
fufferings arofe from the negligence of this
. Moufloul merchant, he faw him with great in-
- dignation ; and to avoid fpeaking to him he got
~up, and looked over the parapet into the river.

The Caliph faw and recolle@ed. his former
-hoft; and became curious to know the effe& of
-his frolic.  He perceived that Haffan bad iifen
in anger, and withed to avoid him. “He went

- ithepefore
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therefore clofe up to him, and faid, ¢ Oh, brother
Haffan, is it you? give me leave to embrace
you.’—*¢ Not I indeed,’ replied Haffan, roughly,
and without turning his head; ¢I know no-
thing of you, nor will I have any thing to do
with you; go about your bufinefs.’

‘The Cahph endeavoured to foothe him, fay-
ing, ¢ you cannot furely have forgot the evening
we pafled fo pleafantly at your houfea little
while ago. Ithen tendered you my beft fer-
‘vices, and now repeat the offer; and fhall be
glad to repay your hofpitality by making myfelf
xufeful to you. Let me beg you will for once
fet afide your ufual euftom of not receiving the
fame gueft a fecond time, and take me home
with you again this evening.’

Abon Haffan refufed this requeft with high
indignation, and again'bid the fuppofed merchant
begone. But the Caliph urged him fo vehe-
-mently, and feemed fo defirous of knowing the
‘caufe of his hoft’s anger, that Haflan at laft fuf-
fered himfelf to be prevailed on to receive him as

' 02 Ixis
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his gueft a fecond time. He took care however
1o exact a very folemn promife, that he would
dhut the door after him, when he went out.in
the morning. . '

When they arrived at Abon Haffan’s houfe,
he related to the Caliph all that had befallen
‘him. ¢ But,’ continued he, ¢you will not ex-
pect tohear, that it is.entirely owing to-you that
thefe things happened. I defired you to fhut
the door, which you negle&ted to do; and fome
devil, finding it open, put this dream in my
head; which, though it was very agreeable
while it:lafted, was the caufe of all thefe misfor-
tunes. You are in *part .anfwerable for all the
-extravagancies I ran into; and chiefly for the
horrid and deteftable crime I was guilty of, ia
lifting up my hand againft my mother,’

‘The -Caliph hearing Abon Haffan thus
gravely laying to his charge fo many evils, burf
into laughter, which exceedingly affronted his
Joft. ¢ Perhaps you will find fomething very

diverting
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diverting "in this alfo,’ faid he, and at the fame
time bared his back and-{houlders, and thewed the
wheals and livid marks which remained from the
chaftifement he had undergone in the hofpital.
The Caliph, on beholding this piteous fight, be-
came really forry that Haffan had fuffered fo
much. He embraced, and-condoled with him.
After which he faid, ¢ Let us forget, as well as
we can,.all that:isdifagreeable, and dedicate this
" evening to-mirth.. To-morrow I will-endeavour
" ¢o repay your fufferings to your fatisfattion.’

Abon Haffan Had concsived an efteem for his
gueft. He fuffered his anger to be overcome by
thefe entreaties, and’ fitting down with him,
they pafled the evening together in great jollity.
‘When it grew late, the Caliph conveyed a little-
" of the fame powder inta the jcup of his hoft,.
~which had its ufual effe®; and the flave carried.

Haffan a fecond time to the palace..

The Caliph caufed him to be again habited in:
the imperial robes, and laid on a fopha in the-
O3 - Balli
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hall where he had before fallen afleep. In the
moming, Mefrour, with the other attendants,
took their places, the effe@ of the powder was
diffipated as before, and as Abon Haffan awak-
enedy the mufic firuck up a delightful.concert.

Abon Haffan was aftonithed to hear the
charming harmony. He looked around him,
and remembered the hall: he even thought he
recolle@ed the perfons of the ladies, ¢ Alas;’
faid he aloud, ¢ I am fallen into the fame fatal
dream thzt happened to me a month ago; and
muft expe@ again the difcipline of the mad-
houfe. He was a wicked man whom I enter-
tained laft night: he is the cacfe of this illufion,
and of all the miferies I muft undergo. The
bafe wretch promifed to fhut the door after him,
and did not do it, and the Devil has come in,
and filled my head with this curfed dream again.
Mayft thou be confounded, Satan, and cruthed

under fome mountain |’
s

>
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Abon Haffan continued fome time thought.
ful; when fhutting his eyes, and ftretching
himfelf on the fopha, ¢ I'll go to fleep,’ faid he,
¢ ¢ill Satan leaves me,” On which, one of the
ladies approaching him, faid, ¢ Commander of
the Faithful, I beg your Majefty will permit me
to tell you, that day appears, and it is time to
rife. ¢ Begone, Satan !’ replied Abon Haffan,.
raifing his voice. Then looking on the lady,
he faid, ¢ Isit me you call Commander of the
Faithful ¥ ¢ To whom,’ replied the lady, ¢fhould
T give that title but to your Majefty, who. are
the Sovereign of the world, and of Muffulmen ?
But to onvince you perfectly, let me remind’
you of what paffed yefterday.” She then told .
‘him of the feveral matters which occurred in the
Council ; of his liberality to Abon Haffan’s mo-
ther; and of the punifhment of the Iman and
his companions. ¢ Your Majefty then,” con-
tinued the, ¢dined in the three halls as ufual ;
and in this you did us the honour to make us fit
down with you, to hear our fongs, and receive

O4 - wine
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-wine from our bands, til you fell afleeps. and’
. never awakened till now.’

The confidence with which the lady affured
Haffan of thefe things, and his own recolle@ion
of the circumftances, threw him-into-the utmoft
perplexity. € All fhe tells me is certainly true;’
faid he aloud; *for I remember- every particular
of it. AmJindeed Caliph? Do I dream now,
er wasI in a dream when I fancied myfelf in 2
" "mad-houfe ”” At length recolle@ing that his

thoulders ftill retained a melancholy. proof.of the
treatment he had received, he omce more unco-
vered them, and afked his attendants ¢ how they
durft fuffer fuch difgraceful feverity to be offered
to the Caliph while he flept?’ The lady was

_ confounded ; and not knpwing how to-an{woer
fo trying a queftion, fhe made a fignal for the
mufic to renew the concert, while the and her
eompanions danced round the imaginary €aliph.
Abon Haflun beheld them for some time. with a
amixture of delight and anxiety; but as they
' continued
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continued ts.dance, he became tranfported,. and"
leaping up, joined them in their amufement,
committing numberlefs pleafant extravagancies ;
till the Caliph, who had from his cléfet.beena
fpectator of all thiat pafled, and had laughed till
be was quite exhanfied,. called- out, ¢-Abom
Haffan, Abon Haffan, You will make me- die:
with laughter2”

“The inftant:the Caliph’s voice was Lieard; the-
mufic ceafed, and every one wasfjlent: The
Monarch came forward laughing.. Abon Haffan
recollected him, notwithftanding his royal robes ;
and joiningin the joke, without being: in the
leaft dafhed at the prefence of his-Sovereign, be
cried out, ¢ Ha! ha !~~you are.a merchant of
Moufloul, and complain 1' would kill you : you,
“who have been: the occafion of my ufing my
mother {o ill: it was you who: punithed the
Iman and the four Scheiks:.I wafh-my hands of
it. In fhort, yow ought to anfwer for all my:
wwsegularities;™ :

The
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The Caliph acknowledged the truth of Abon
Haffan’s remark ; and, at his requeft, told'him
the contrivance he had-ufed to convey him thus
abont. ‘He then bad Haffan afk boldly for any
favour he withed, to make him amends for the
feverities he had undergone

¢ Commander of the Faithful,’ replied Abon

Haffan, how great {aever my diftrefs was, I have
quite forgot it, now that I know my Sovereign
zeceived agufement from thofe circamftances
which occafioned it. I doubt not your Majefty’s
‘bounty : butvhall only afk that I may be allowed
1o approach your royal perfon, and have the
happinefs all my Life of admiring your grandeur!
the modefty of this requeft charmed the Caliph,
who ‘had before a great efteem for Haffan: he
granted his defire in the moft ample manner,
affured him of his prote&ion, and received him
4into his familiar friendihip. e

Abcn Haffan was lively and pleafant: he con-
tinually promoted the amufement of his royal
. A maflter;

.
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mafter; fo that he became his conftant compa~
nion during thofe hours which were not devoted
to bufinefs. ‘The Caliph often earried him to’
the apartment of his {poufe Zobeide, who had
heard his ftory with much pleafure. This Prin~
cefs had a favourite flave, called Nouzhatoul-
Sonadat. Haffan .had not been often admitted
to the prefence of Zobeide, before the obferved

>that his eyes were often fixed on this young
lady : who, on her part, betrayed evident proofs
of partiality for him.

Zobeide was no fooner convinced that their -
attachment was mutual, than {he propofed to the
Caliph to give her flave to Abon Haflan. “The
Prince confenting, the marriage was folemnized
in the Palace, with great rejoicings. The bride

~ and btidegroom received very confiderabie pre-
fents from Zobeide and the Caliph ; and Abon
Haffan conducted his fpoufe, with great joy, to
the apartments allotted him in the Palace.

.-

A

Abon *
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Abon Haffan and his fpoufe lived together ia
perfe® union.  Nouzhatoul-onadat was en-
dued with all the qualifications capable of’ gain-

ing her hufband’s love and efteem ; and he omit=- |

ted nothing that could render Himfelf acceptable
to her. He furnithed his table-with the choiceft:
dainties, and’ moft exquifitt wines; he hired.

the beft muficians to entertain her ; in a word,.

their time paft in-a continual round of pleaftire:s

But before the firft' year of theif marriage was.
expired, their fleward made fo large a demand:
on his mafter; as entirely exhaufted his purfe:
and they found themfelves all at once exceed-
ingly embarraffed. Abon Haffan durft-not apply
to the Caliph for affiftance, having in fo fhorta
time lavithed-away a confiderable treafure.: " ner

eould he have recourfe te his own fortune; for

when the Caliph received him intohishoufehold,
be made over the whole of: his patrimony to his
‘mother ; and he refolved on no account to leflen
Ker income. On the other hand, Nouzhatoul-
donadat: confidered Zobeide’s generofity. to her,

on.

O N
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. =p-her nuptials, as more than a fufficient recom-
pence for her fervices, and thought that fhe
ought nat.to apply to her for more.

On the departure of the fteward, they fata
long time filent, each revolving thefe difagree-
able ideas. Atlength Abon Haffan faid to his.
wife. I fee you are as much diftrefled as I am
on this occafion ; but I.think 1 have contrived
a.trick, if you will .affit me, which, while .it
lifcovers our neceffities to the Caliph and Zo-
beide, will at ;the fame time divert them. To
this purpofe, you-and I muft both-die—" ¢ Nat
I, indeed,’ interrupted his wife, who had before
liftened to him with great attention ; ¢ if yau
have nothing elfe to propofe, you may do .that
by yourfelf if you chufe it.’

¢ You do not fuppole, furély,” replied Hal-
Tan, haftily, ¢ that I mean really todie. I pro-
pofe only that I {bould feignmyfelf dead, and
you fhould go in tears to Zobeide, and by ex-
prefling great forrow, mave her pity. On your
Teturn,
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weturn, I will put the fame cheat upon the Ca-
fiph ; and befides the ufual prefents we fhall
-each receive on this occafion, I flatter myfelf the
-explanation will be very beneficial to us.’

Nouzhatoul-donadat now entered into her
‘hufband’s fcheme with great readinefs. She
fpread a fheet on the carpet in the middle of the
room, on which Haffan laid himfelf along, witl;
his feet towards Mecca: he croffed his arms,
and his wife wrapped him up, and put a piece of ;
fine muflin and his turban on his face. She then
«Jifordered her drefs, and with'difmal cries and
lamentations, ran to Zobeide's apartments,
Having obtained admiffion to the Princefs, fhe
redoubled her cries, tore her hair, and exprefled
every appearance of the moft extravagant afflic-
‘tion ; to her miftrefs’s eager enquiries into the
caufe of this forrow, fhe was a long time filent,
as if unable to fpeak; but at laft, feemingto
fupprefs her fighs, fhe faid, ¢ May Heaven pro-
long your days, moft refpeGtable Princefs!
Abon Haffan ! poor Abon Haffan, whom you
a 4 _ honoured
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Honoured with your efteem, and pve me fora
hufband, is no more.’

"Zobeide was much affliCted at this news.
¢Is Abon Haflan dead P’ exclaimed fhe, that
agrecable pleafant man! alas, he deferved a
longer life I’ Saying this, fhe fhed tears ; and alt
her attendants, to whom Abon Haffan’s good
“humour had much endeared him, joined in'be«
-wailing his lofs. .Zobeide then prefented the
- fuppofed widow with a:piece of brocade, and.an
- hundred pieces of gold. ¢ Go,’ faid fhe, ¢ bury -
: the corpfe of thy hufband in that brocade; and
- moderate: the tranfports of thy affli&ion, Iwil}
stake care of thee.’

'Nouzhatoul-donadat having returned fuita~
“ble thanks to the Princefs, withdrew: and going
*with great joy -to her hufband, fhe faid, ¢ rife,
_and fee the fruits of your proje&t. Now let me
:at the dead part: and fee if you can manage
:the 'Caliph as well as I have done Zobeide.

Aben
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" Aben Haffan wrapped up his wife as fhehad
dane.him, and with his turban loofened, and put
-awry on his head, and like a man in the deepeft
Tarrow, Tan te the Caliph, and announced the
death of his beloved Nouzhatoul-donadat. That
Prince wasas liberal to the falfe widower, as his
Princefs had ‘been to her flave:: and Abon Haf~
fan left his patron-with.a réjoicing heart, though
-his face exprefled very different fenfations.

‘The Caliph was impatient to condole with
Zobeide on the death of her flave. He went
immediatcly with Mefrour to her apartments ;
where he found her drowned in tears He
feated himfelf by her, and in a moft tender man-
ner ufed every argument in his power to confole
her. The Princefs, though highly gratified at
this proof of the Caliph’s tendernefs, was amaz-
ed‘to hear him lament the death of Nouzhatoul-
‘gonadat. She thartked him for his affeQionate
attention to her, but added, ¢ your Majefty has
‘been mifinformed. It is not the death of my
flave which affli@s me. She washere jult now,

: in
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in good health, though in pauch diftrefs. Thefe
tears are thed for Abon Haffan ; whofe untimely
diffolution grieves me much, and cannot, I fup-
pofe, be indifferent to your majefty.

The Caliph who had juft parted with Abon
Haffan, afflured her that he was alive and well.
¢ °Tis his wife,” continued he, ¢ who is dead: it
is only a few minutes fince heleft me over-
whelmed with afli&ion for her lofs.’

Zobeide became a good deal piqued at thisan-
fwer of the Caliph. She thought he bantered
her. She affirmed with much heat that it was
Abon Haflan who was dead ; and appealed to her
nurfe, and other attendants to confyrm what {the
afferted. The Caliph was as confident that
he was alive, and his wife was dead. To clofe
the difpute, the monarch propofed to wager his
garden of pleafures againft the Princefs’s palace
of paintings. Zobeide agreed ; and Mefrour was
difpatched to Abon Haffan’s apartment, charged
both by the Caliph and his lady to return with
a true account, -

Vou IIL P : Abon
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Abon Haffan had forefeen this difpdte..
‘When he perceived Mefrour approaching, he
prepared his wife to at the dead part again.
He fpread the piece of brocade over her, and
feated himfelf at the head of the pretended
corple, in great apparent forrow. In this fitua-
tion the eunuch found him. Mefrour was af-
feéted at the difmal fight. He feated himfelf orr
the other fide of the body-and began to offer con.
folation to Abon Haffan. He lifted up the pall
a little at the bead, and looking under it, let it
fall again, and faid with a deep figh, * there is no
other God but God: we mufta'l fubmit to his

-will and return to him.” Then tarning to
Abon Haffan, who was fighing and groaning
‘moft pitifully, he befeught him not to indulge
an unavailing forrow, and having converfed
with him a little time, he arofe and took his
leave.

Mefrour returned to Zobeide’s apartment,
and on appearing before his mafter, he clapped
his hands, laughing; like one who had fomething
Very a, reeablc to tell: but the Caliph and the

Princefs
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Princefs had difputed till they were both out of
humour. The impatient Prince cried out,
¢ vile flave, is this a time to laugh? tell me
which is dead, the wife or the hufband?® ..

¢ Commander of the Faithful,” replied Mef-
rour ferioufly, ¢ it is Nouzhatoul-4onadat who
s dead.” The Caliph immediately turming to -
Zobeide, claimed her palace of paintings. _The
Princefs pettifhly replied, ¢ I fee your majefty has
_contrived with Mefrour to chagrin me. I myfelf
converfed with my flave, who told me her huf-
band was dead ; my atteadants all faw and heard
ber. This defpicable flave has brought a falfe
account, I beg I may fend a perfon I can truft,
10 clear up this matter,’

¢I know not;’ replied the Caliph, ¢ who
" was the author of that faying, that women
fometimes lofe their wits; but Iam fure you
give a proof that he was not miftaken. You
may fend whom you pleafe ; but I once more af-
fure you that myown eyes and ears are wit~
nefles that Mefrour has told the truth.” -

"Pa Zobeide
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Zobeide difpatched her nurfe to Abon Haf- -
fan’s apartment : and not chufing to difpute fur-
ther with the Caliph, fhe contented herfelf
with reproaching the eunuch. The monarch
enjoyed her anger; but poor Mefrour was
much mortified. He comforted himfelf how-
ever with the hope that the return of the nurfe
would fet all to rights again.

‘When Abon Haffan had releafed his wife from
Ler bands after the departure of Mefrour, he
faid to her, ¢ though the eunuch did not mention
his mafter, I am perfuaded that this vifit was
made by his dire&tion. The Caliph and the
Princefs I doubt not are debating which of us is
dead: and as Zobeide will not believe Me'frour,
we may expeét furtherenquiries.” They fat down
therefore on a fofa oppofite the window, and
watched who drew near. ’ ‘

When they faw the nurfe coming, Haffan
again appeared as the dead body. . Nouzhatoul-
Aonadat placed herfelf at his head, her hair difhe-
velled, her drefs difordered, and herfelf appa-
S ‘ rently
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rently in the utmotft diftrefs. The nurfe on en-
tering the: apartment endeavoured to confole
her: and when fhe appeared a little compofed,
exprefled her furprife at finding every thing the
reverfe of what the eunuch had reported.
. ¢ That black-faced Mefrour,” faid fhe, ¢ de-
ferves to be impaled, for having made fo great a
difference between our good miftrefs, and the
Commander of the Faithful. He hashad the in-
conceivable impudence to affert, before the Prin-
cefs’s face, that you, daughter, are dead, and
Abon Haffan alive.’

The nurfe having comforted the fuppofed
widow, haftened back to Zobeide, and related
what (he had feen. Mefrour was equally vexed
and difappointed at a report fo different from
what. he expe&ted. A violent altercation took
place between him and the nurfe; which the
Princefs- refented fo much, that fhe burlt into
tears, and demanded juftice of the Caliph
aigainﬁ the audacious and infolent eunuch.

But
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- But the momrch,wbo had heard their differ~ °
ent accounts, confidered that Zobeide herfelf had
been pofitive on the one hand, and he on the
other. He began therefore to think there was
fomething more in the affair than he could com-
prehend. Having pacified Zobeide, he pro-

.pofed that they fhould go together to Abon
Haffan’s apartment and let their own eyes de-
termine the controverfy.

Thcy fet forward accordingly, followed by
all their retinue. Abon Haffan, feeing the ca-
valcade approach, wrapped his wife up as before, .
and laying down by her, contrived to place the
brocade and turban upon himfelf, fo thaton the
entrance of the royal vifitors they both appeared
as laid out.

When the Caliph and the Princefs entered
the room, they were exceedingly fhocked at the
difmal fight. After fome time, Zobeide ex-
claimed with a figh, ¢ alas! they are both dead!
it is dangerous jefting on fuch awful fubje&s.’
¢ You jocularly told me,’ faid the, ¢tothe Ca-

’ - liph,
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liph, that my flave was dead, and now I find the
- s really fo. Grieffor the lofs of her hufband has
certainly killed hcr

The Caliph ﬁrenuouﬁy afferted that Abon
#Haffan had been unable to fupport life after the
death of Nouzhatoul-donadat. ‘The nurfe and
Mefrour renewed. their altercation ; and all par-
~ ties found themfelves as far from certainty as
ever. In the converfation the Caliph vowed he
would give a thoufand pieces of gold tohim who
could prove which of the two died firft. In.
ftantly a hand was held out, and a voice from
under Abon Haffan’s pall was heard to fay, ‘I
died fitft, Commander of the Faithful; give me
the thoufand pieces of gold.” At the fame time
Abon Haffan threw off the brocade, and pro-
ftrated himfelf at the feet of the Caliph, as dld
his wife at thofe of the prmcefs.

Abon Haﬁ'an related the neceflity which gave
rife to this device, and finithed his narrative by
very gravely demanding the thoufand pieces of
gold. Zobeide at firft was very ferious, not
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being well pleafed to have been fo much affi&-
. ed: but the Caliph laughing very heartily at the
trick, fhe at length joined in his good humour;
- and by their mutsal liberality they furnifhed
Abon Haffan and Nouzhatoul-donadat with 2
fufficient and permanent income to enjoy their
favourite. pleafures.

ENP OF THE THIRD VOLUME.
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