September 22, 2011
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS:

The undersigned businesses, trade associations, and professional and labor organizations,
representing a broad cross-section of the American economy, write in support of rogue sites
legislation. We commend the Senate for their early attention to this important issue and look
forward to the introduction of abill in the House.

We urge Congress to enact legislation which targets those who abuse the Internet
ecosystem and reap illegal profits by stealing the intellectual property (1P) of America's
innovative and creative industries. These rogue sites—those websites dedicated to counterfeiting
and piracy—put American jobs, consumers, and innovation at risk.

Using the vell of sophisticated and well-designed websites, many of these online IP
thieves pose as legitimate businesses, luring consumers to purchase fraudulent products. Some of
these rogue sites even sell dangerously defective goods that needlessly jeopardize the health and
safety of American consumers who are deceived into purchasing consumer goods that are poorly
constructed or even contaminated with dangerous toxins. Consumers also unwittingly put
themselves at risk of identity theft and malicious computer viruses by visiting these sites.

IP-intensive industries are a cornerstone of the U.S. economy, employing more than 19
million people and accounting for 60 percent of exports. Rampant online counterfeiting and
piracy presents a clear and present threat to American jobs and innovation. A study examined
approximately 100 rogue sites and found that these sites attracted more than 53 billion visits per
year, which average out to approximately nine visits for every man, woman, and child on Earth.
Global sales of counterfeit goods viathe Internet from illegitimate retailers reached $135 billion
in 2010. Thetheft of American IP isthe theft of American jobs.

The United States cannot and should not tolerate this criminal activity. Not only are jobs
and consumers at risk, but rogue sites contribute absolutely no value to the U.S. marketplace.
The operators of rogue sites break laws, do not pay taxes, and skirt accountability. In light of
these concerns, we urge you to enact carefully balanced rogue sites legidlation this year. We
commend both the House and the Senate for their attention to thisimportant issue and look
forward to working with you in support of that goal.

Sincerely,
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